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NOTICE: This meeting will be held as a hybrid committee meeting with some committee members participating 
in person and others participating via Web Ex. If members of the public wish to participate in the meeting and/or 
make public comment, please follow the instructions below to participate telephonically:  
 
PARTICIPATE BY PHONE: 
Dial Access Number: 1-415-655-0003 
When prompted - enter Access Code: 2455 297 0843 
Follow directions as a Participant; an Attendee I.D. is not required to participate. 
 
If you wish to make a public comment at this meeting, prior to the meeting please submit a request to address the 
CAHELP Governance Council to the recording secretary via fax at 1-760-242-5363 or email 
jamie.adkins@cahelp.org. Please include your name, contact information and which item you want to address. 
 
1.0 CALL TO ORDER 
 
2.0 ROLL CALL 

3.0 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

The general public is encouraged to participate in the deliberation of the CAHELP JPA Governance 
Council. Several opportunities are available during the meeting for the Council to receive oral 
communication regarding the presentations of any items listed on the agenda. Please ask for recognition 
either before a presentation or after the presentation has been completed. Please complete and submit a 
“Registration Card to Address the Governance Council” to the Recording Secretary and adhere to the 
provisions described therein. 
 

4.0 ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 

4.1 BE IT RESOLVED that the October 17, 2022 CAHELP JPA Governance Council Meeting 
Agenda be approved as presented. 

 
5.0 PRESENTATIONS 

5.1 SBCSS D/M Operations Final 2021-22 Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) Revenue Transfer 

The SBCSS D/M Operations Fiscal Year 2021-22 LCFF Revenue Transfer will be presented by 
the San Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools (SBCSS) Internal Business Program 
Manager. 
 

5.2 SBCSS D/M Operations 2021-22 Fee-For-Service Year-End Actuals 

The SBCSS D/M Operations Fiscal Year 2021-22 Fee-For-Service Year-End Actuals will be 
presented by the SBCSS Internal Business Program Manager. 

mailto:jamie.adkins@cahelp.org
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5.3 SBCSS D/M Operations 2021-22 Fee-for-Service Return   

The SBCSS D/M Operations 2021-22 Fee-For-Service Return will be presented by the SBCSS 
Internal Business Program Manager. 

5.4 The Feldhake Law Firm, APC 

Robert J. Feldhake of The Feldhake Law Firm, APC will present information pertaining to joint 
powers authority (JPA) . 

6.0 INFORMATION / ACTION 
 

6.1 Assembly Bill 361 Exemptions to Brown Act Virtual Meeting Requirements (ACTION) 

Assembly Bill (AB) 361 requires local agencies to consider the circumstances of the state of 
emergency and make the following findings by a majority vote: 1) the state of emergency continues 
to directly impact the ability of the members to meet safely in person; or 2) state or local officials 
continue to impose or recommend measures to promote social distancing. 

6.1.1 BE IT RESOLVED that Assembly Bill 361 Exemptions to Brown Act Virtual 
Meeting Requirements be approved as presented.   

6.2 Desert/Mountain Charter SELPA Application for Membership FY 2022-23 (ACTION) 
 

The Desert/Mountain Charter SELPA has received one application from Allegiance STEAM 
Academy-Fontana for membership into the Charter SELPA for FY 2022-23.  A discussion will 
occur regarding the potential applicant. A recommendation for membership will be offered from 
the CAHELP administrative team and the Charter SELPA CEOs. 
 
6.2.1 BE IT RESOLVED that Allegiance STEAM Academy - Fontana application for 

membership be approved as presented. 
 

6.3 Special Education Information System (SEIS) (ACTION) 

Pam Bender will propose that CAHELP JPA and its membership transitions to Special Education 
Information System (SEIS) beginning for the 2023-24 school year.   

6.3.1 BE IT RESOLVED that CAHELP JPA transitioning to Special Education Information 
System (SEIS) beginning July 1, 2023 be approved as presented. 

6.4 Form D/M 114 Behavior Emergency Report (BER) (ACTION) 

Forms used in the operations of special education programs within the Desert/Mountain SELPA 
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are developed, reviewed and revised throughout the year upon the recommendation of the Program 
Team.  Forms are modified as necessary in order to support the operations of special education 
programs in an efficient, effective and legally compliant manner.  Suggested revisions to SELPA 
Forms are submitted to the D/M SELPA Steering Committee for consideration and approval. 
  
6.4.1 BE IT RESOLVED that the Form D/M 114 Behavioral Emergency Report (BER) be 

approved as presented. 

6.5 Form D/M 85 SBCSS Desert/Mountain Operations Referral (ACTION) 

Forms used in the operations of special education programs within the Desert/Mountain SELPA 
are developed, reviewed and revised throughout the year upon the recommendation of the Program 
Team.  Forms are modified as necessary in order to support the operations of special education 
programs in an efficient, effective and legally compliant manner.  Suggested revisions to SELPA 
Forms are submitted to the D/M SELPA Steering Committee for consideration and approval. 
  
6.5.1 BE IT RESOLVED that the Form D/M 85 SBCSS Desert/Mountain Operations 

Referral be approved as presented. 

6.6 Form D/M 173 Referral to SBCSS Desert/Mountain Operations for Related Services Provider 
(ACTION) 

 
Forms used in the operations of special education programs within the Desert/Mountain SELPA 
are developed, reviewed and revised throughout the year upon the recommendation of the Program 
Team.  Forms are modified as necessary in order to support the operations of special education 
programs in an efficient, effective and legally compliant manner.  Suggested revisions to SELPA 
Forms are submitted to the D/M SELPA Steering Committee for consideration and approval. 
  
6.6.1 BE IT RESOLVED that the Form D/M 173 Referral to SBCSS Desert/Mountain 

Operations for Related Services Provider be retired as presented. 
 
7.0 CONSENT ITEMS 
 

It is recommended that the Governance Council consider approving several Agenda items as a Consent 
list. Consent Items are routine in nature and can be enacted in one motion without further discussion. 
Consent items may be called up by any Council Member at the meeting for clarification, discussion, or 
change. 
 
7.1 BE IT RESOLVED that the following Consent Items be approved as presented: 

 
7.1.1 Approve the May 20, 2022 CAHELP JPA Governance Council Meeting Minutes. 

 
7.1.2 Approve the the Association of Community Based Organizations (ACBO) 2022-23 
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Annual Membership for DMCC Director Linda Llamas in the amount of $125.00. 
 

7.1.3 Approve the 2022-23 Crisis Prevention Institute (CPI) Annual Membership for Ned 
Broberg, Danielle Cote, Adrien Faamausili, Brian Follis, Blanca Medrano, and Michael 
Norton in an amount not to exceed $200.00 per individual membership. 

 
7.1.4 Approve 2022 Theraplay Certification Renewal for Julie McNeil in the amount of 

$50.00. 

7.1.5 Approve the Declaration of Low Incidence Equipment as Salvage or Surplus. 
 

The Desert/Mountain SELPA is seeking approval from the CAHELP JPA Governance 
Council for the release to surplus or salvage of unassigned and/or obsolete low 
incidence equipment currently in storage. All of the low incidence equipment identified 
on the inventory report has been reviewed and determined to be unassigned and/or 
obsolete. 

 
8.0 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER AND STAFF REPORTS 

 
8.1 Legislative Update 

Pam Bender will provide a legislative update as it pertains to special education. 

8.2 Assembly Bill 2449 Open Meetings: Local Agencies: Teleconferences (Brown Act) 
 

Pam Bender will provide information pertaining to Assembly Bill 2449 Open Meetings: Local 
Agencies: Teleconferences (Brown Act), implementing January 1, 2023. 
 

8.3 One-Time Learning Recovery Support and Dispute Prevention/Resolution Funding 
 

Pam Bender will present updated balance information of one-time Learning Recovery Support and 
Dispute Prevention/Resolution Funding. 
 

8.4 Proposed Educationally Related Mental Health Funding Changes 

Pam Bender will present information pertaining to proposed educationally related mental health 
funding changes. 

8.5 Program Transfer for Bear Valley USD 

Pam Bender will provide information regarding the possible program transfer for Bear Valley 
USD. 
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8.6 Small LEAs and Special Education Monitoring 

Pam Bender will provide information regarding small LEA monitoring. 

8.7 Governance Council Member Data Collection Form 

Pam Bender will provide information pertaining to the Governance Council Member Data 
Collection Form. 

8.8 Prevention and Intervention Update 

Pam Bender will provide a Prevention and Intervention update.   

8.9 Compliance Update 

Pam Bender will provide an update on compliance issues from the California Department of 
Education. 

8.10 Bridge to Added Authorizations 

Pam Bender will present information regarding the bridge to added authorizations. 

8.11 Alternative Diploma 

Pam Bender will provide information on the alternative diploma. 

8.12 CARE Center Location 

Pam Bender will lead a discussion on CARE Center location. 

9.0 INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

9.1 Professional Learning Summary 
 

9.2 Resolution Support Services Summary 

10.0 CLOSED SESSION 
 

10.1 Possible Litigation 
 

10.2 Possible Employee Discipline 

11.0 REPORT OUT ON CLOSED SESSION 
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12.0 GOVERNANCE COUNCIL MEMBERS COMMENTS / REPORTS 
 
13.0 CEO COMMENTS 
 
14.0 MATTERS BROUGHT BY GENERAL PUBLIC 
 

This is the time during the agenda when the CAHELP JPA Governance Council is again prepared to 
receive the comments of the public regarding items on this agenda or any school related special education 
issue. 
 
When coming to the podium, speakers are requested to give their name and limit their remarks to five 
minutes. 
 
Persons wishing to make complaints against CAHELP JPA Governance Council personnel must have 
filed an appropriate complaint form prior to the meeting. 
 
When the CAHELP JPA Governance Council goes into Closed Session, there will be no further 
opportunity for the general public to address the Council on items under consideration. 
 

15.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 

The next regular meeting of the CAHELP JPA Governance Council will be held on Friday, January 20, 
2022, at 10:00 a.m., at the Desert Mountain Educational Service Center, Aster/Cactus Room, 17800 
Highway 18, Apple Valley, CA 92307. 
 
Individuals requiring special accommodations for disabilities are requested to contact Jamie Adkins at 
(760) 955-3555, at least seven days prior to the date of this meeting. 



San Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools

DESERT MOUNTAIN COUNTY OPERATED SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM
2021-22  FINAL LCFF REVENUE TRANSFER PER DISTRICT

District of Residence UPP % Grades TK/K-3 Grades 4-6 Grades 7-8 Grades 9-12 Total
Adelanto 81.5600% 11,579.05                 10,645.98              10,960.89             -                    

P-2/Annual 31.21                         22.68                      10.33                     64.22                    
Total 361,382.00               241,450.89           113,226.01           716,058.90          

Apple Valley 74.3700% 11,129.35                 10,232.52              10,535.20             12,526.90        
P-2/Annual 27.10                         22.86                      10.75                     31.72                92.43                    

Total 301,605.29               233,915.45           113,253.40           397,353.22      1,046,127.37      

Barstow 78.3700% 11,379.53                 10,462.54              10,772.02             12,808.49        
P-2/Annual 22.75                         21.42                      4.22                        6.72                  55.11                    

Total 258,884.23               224,107.65           45,457.94             86,073.08        614,522.90          

Bear Valley 69.9900% 10,855.40                 9,980.65                10,275.88             12,218.55        
P-2/Annual 8.54                            2.94                        -                          1.55                  13.03                    

Total 92,705.11                 29,343.11              -                         18,938.75        140,986.98          

Helendale 58.1000% 10,111.74                 9,296.92                9,571.92                11,381.51        
P-2/Annual 6.13                            2.37                        1.30                        -                    9.80                      

Total 61,984.96                 22,033.69              12,443.49             -                    96,462.15            

Hesperia 73.8000% 11,093.70                 10,199.74              10,501.45             12,486.77        
P-2/Annual 13.43                         7.16                        3.21                        68.94                92.74                    

Total 148,988.34               73,030.17              33,709.66             860,838.01      1,116,566.17      

Lucerne 89.3400% 12,065.65                 11,093.37              11,421.51             13,580.77        
P-2/Annual 4.57                            5.68                        1.49                        7.89                  19.63                    

Total 55,140.00                 63,010.35              17,018.06             107,152.29      242,320.69          

Needles 75.4900% 11,199.40                 10,296.93              10,601.51             12,605.75        
P-2/Annual 9.83                            4.49                        5.45                        7.84                  27.61                    

Total 110,090.07               46,233.20              57,778.23             98,829.04        312,930.56          

Oro Grande 92.9600% 12,292.06                 11,301.54              11,635.84             13,835.62        
P-2/Annual 1.02                            0.66                        -                          -                    1.68                      

Total 12,537.90                 7,459.02                -                         -                    19,996.92            

Silver Valley 58.5400% 10,139.26                 9,322.22                9,597.97                11,412.48        
P-2/Annual 0.29                            -                          -                          2.72                  3.01                      

Total 2,940.39                   -                          -                         31,041.95        33,982.34            

Snowline 71.5500% 10,952.97                 10,070.36              10,368.24             12,328.37        
P-2/Annual 32.40                         12.11                      2.00                        29.74                76.25                    

Total 354,876.22               121,952.03           20,736.48             366,645.83      864,210.56          

Trona 77.2400% 11,308.85                 10,397.56              10,705.12             12,728.94        
P-2/Annual -                              0.77                        0.72                        2.60                  4.09                      

Total -                             8,006.12                7,707.69               33,095.25        48,809.06            

Victor Elementary 87.0200% 11,920.54                 10,959.96              11,284.16             13,417.45        
P-2/Annual 101.62                       69.14                      -                          -                    170.76                  

Total 1,211,365.37           757,771.64           -                         -                    1,969,137.01      

Victor Valley Union High 86.8800% 11,911.78                 10,951.91              11,275.87             13,407.59        
P-2/Annual -                              -                          25.74                     71.03                96.77                    

Total -                             -                          290,240.82           952,341.13      1,242,581.95      

District Number District Based on P-2/Annual  First 50% Transfer Final transfer
201 Adelanto 716,058.90                  355,233.94               360,824.96              
203 Apple Valley 1,046,127.37               504,997.84               541,129.53              
208 Barstow 614,522.90                  297,933.38               316,589.53              
206 Bear Valley 140,986.98                  24,441.72                 116,545.26              
224 Helendale 96,462.15                     37,425.97                 59,036.18                
228 Hesperia 1,116,566.17               527,409.79               589,156.38              
232 Lucerne 242,320.69                  116,137.23               126,183.46              
241 Needles 312,930.56                  146,409.50               166,521.06              
246 Oro Grande 19,996.92                     8,375.69                   11,621.23                
252 Silver Valley 33,982.34                     14,836.22                 19,146.12                
254 Snowline 864,210.56               437,736.97               426,473.60              
255 Trona 48,809.06                 25,172.09                 23,636.97                
257 Victor Elementary 1,969,137.01            946,427.27               1,022,709.74           
268 Victor Valley Union High 1,242,581.95            579,423.31               663,158.64              

Total 8,464,693.56           4,021,960.91        4,442,732.65           

Summary

8/12/2022



San Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools
Desert Mountain County Operated Special Education Programs

Budget Actuals +Increase/-
Decrease

A. REVENUES April 2021 September 2022
RS OB GL FC

1. AB602 Special Ed Funding 6500 8311 5001 0000 45,545,473$        47,650,327$          2,104,854$          
2. Property Tax Transfer 6500 8097 5001 0000 5,285,524$            
3. Property Tax Transfer Adjustment between 2021-22 P-2 and Annual (141,341)$             
4. Federal IDEA (Local Assistance Entitlement) 3310 8181 5001 0000 1,595,732$            
5. Net FFS State Aid (A1-A2-A3-A4) 6500 8311 5001 0000 40,910,412$          
6. LCFF ADA Revenue Transfer 6500 8710 5001 0000 8,687,500$          8,464,694$            (222,806)$            
7. ARP Local Assistance 3305 8182 5001 0000 -$                         331,313$               331,313$             
8. APR Federal Preschool 3308 8182 5001 0000 -$                         169,896$               169,896$             
9. Federal Preschool 3315 8182 5730 0000 138,233$             159,271$               21,038$               
10. Preschool Local Entitlement 3320 8182 5730 0000 412,411$             412,411$               -$                         
11. Infant Part C 3385 8182 5710 0000 37,210$               37,210$                 -$                         
12. State Early Intervention 3385 8590 5710 0000 -$                         135,253$               135,253$             
13. Infant State Apportionment 6510 8311 5710 0000 888,800$             890,688$               1,888$                 
14. Infant Discretionary 6515 8590 5710 0000 -$                         35,534$                 35,534$               
15. Other Local Revenue 6500 8699 5001 0000 -$                         2,762$                   2,762$                 
16. Contrib. frm Unrestricted 6500 8981 5001 0000 152,483$             36,405$                 (116,078)$            

TOTAL  REVENUES 55,862,110$        58,325,763$          2,463,653$          

B. EXPENDITURES 
    

1. SAI Services - SDC 29,306,627$        28,216,722$          (1,089,905)$         
2. Related Services - DIS 10,709,511$        10,473,869$          (235,642)$            
3. Itinerant 1,716,211$          1,984,279$            268,068$             
4. 1:1 Aide Services 6,380,227$          5,553,105$            (827,122)$            
5. Interpreter Services 738,487$             739,258$               771$                    
6. Preschool Assessments 369,070$             261,746$               (107,324)$            
7. Preschool SDC 5,361,449$          4,899,116$            (462,333)$            
8. Early Start 1,280,529$          1,129,410$            (151,119)$            

TOTAL  EXPENDITURES 55,862,110$        53,257,506$          (2,604,604)$         

C. PRIOR YEAR ADJUSTMENTS 
RS OB GL FC

1. Prior Year AB602 Revenue Funding Adjustment 6500 8319 5001 0000 -$                         -$                          -$                         
2. Beginning Balance -$                         -$                          -$                         

TOTAL PRIOR YEAR ADJUSTMENTS -$                         -$                          -$                         

D. 2021-22 ENDING BALANCE
1. Total Revenues (Section A) 55,862,110$        58,325,763$          2,463,653$          
2. Plus Total Prior Year Revenue Adjustments (Section C) -$                          -$                         
3. Less Total Expenditures (Section B) 55,862,110$        53,257,506$          (2,604,604)$         
4. Plus Unused 2021-22 Reserve -$                         1,675,863$            1,675,863$          
5. 2021-22 Fee-For-Service Ending Balance -$                         6,744,119$            6,744,119$          

Service Counts Diff
SAI Services - SDC 20.92  
Related Services - DIS 116
Itinerant 7.92
1:1 Aide Services 7.92
Interpreters -1.08
Preschool Assessments -4
Preschool SDC 25.75
Early Start 2.42

Estimated ADA - Budget 
21/22 P-2/Annual ADA

60

100

213

107.92

238.75

8 6.92
75 71

761.19
727.13

ADA

 FEE-FOR-SERVICE BUDGET to ACTUALS COMPARISON- 2021-22
Desert MountainSELPA

Budget
877
1729
295

Actuals
897.92
1845

302.92

62.42



San Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools

Desert Mountain County Operated Special Education 2021-22 Year-End Actuals
September 2022

SAI SERVICES > 50%          
SDC

RELATED     
SERVICES       DIS                                                                      

ITINERANT
1 TO 1                  

AIDE SERVICES
INTERPRETER 

SERVICES
PRESCHOOL

ASSESSMENT
PRESCHOOL SDC EARLY START TOTAL

RATE 27,221.00$                5,093.00$           4,783.00$         52,456.00$             75,895.00$        4,448.00$           22,752.00$         $                5,909 
1
2 OBJECT EXPENSE
3 1000-1999 Certificated Salaries 9,532,727                3,543,505         1,019,751        -                         -                     153,305            1,663,811         558,643            16,471,742
4 2000-2999 Classified Salaries 4,735,225                1,850,273         113,370           2,294,881              299,695            -                     876,823            53,112               10,223,379
5 3000-3999 Employee Benefits 7,720,812                2,177,250         488,538           1,822,146              182,808            56,931               1,388,976         256,486            14,093,947
6 4000-4999 Books & Supplies 91,463                     11,956               3,152               -                         -                     -                     11,858               2,361                 120,790
7 5000-5999 Services & Other Operating Expenditures 1,379,047                1,124,951         24,911             499,803                 132,114            733                    7,246                 11,981               3,180,786
8 6000-6999 Capital Outlay -                           -                     -                   -                         -                     -                     -                     -                     -                   
9

10 Sub total 23,459,274 8,707,935 1,649,722 4,616,830 614,616 210,969 3,948,715 882,583 44,090,644
11 % of Total 0.60077 0.22300 0.04225 0.11823 0.01574 0.05072 0.94928 N/A 
12
13 Allocated Cost (GL 5001 & 5730; FN 2100, 2105, 2700, 8100) 2,703,658 1,003,581 190,129 532,085 70,834 31,726 593,813 164,622 5,290,447
14 Sub total 1000-5000 costs 26,162,932 9,711,516 1,839,851 5,148,915 685,450 242,695 4,542,528 1,047,205 49,381,090
15
16 7300-7380 Indirect Cost @ 7.85% 2,053,790 762,354 144,428 404,190 53,808 19,052 356,588 82,206 3,876,416
17
18 TOTAL EXPENSE 28,216,722 10,473,869 1,984,279 5,553,105 739,258 261,746 4,899,116 1,129,410 53,257,506

53% 20% 4% 10% 1% 0% 9% 2%
19 RESOURCE OBJECT REVENUE
20 6500 8097 Property Tax Revenue 2,725,475 1,011,679 191,663 536,379 71,406 25,282 473,209 109,091 5,144,183
21 3310 8181 Federal Local Assistance 845,446                     313,824              59,454              166,385                  22,150                7,843                  146,790              33,840                1,595,732       
22 6500 8311 AB602 FFS Revenue 20,871,270 8,071,083 1,196,537 4,958,113 431,384 282,683 4,812,041 225,889 40,849,000     
23 Total FFS Revenue (Lines 20-24) 24,442,190 9,396,586 1,447,654 5,660,877 524,940 315,808 5,432,040 368,820 47,588,915

24 RESOURCE OBJECT Revenue
25 LCFF Distribution (based on % of total expense of applicable program) 0.60077 0.22300 0.04225 0.11823 0.01574
26 6500 8710 Local Control Funding Formula Revenue 5,085,373 1,887,658 357,618 1,000,811 133,233 8,464,694
27 3305 8182 ARP Federal Local Assistance 331,313                     331,313
28 3308 8182 ARP Federal Preschool 8,617 161,279 169,896
29 3315 8182 Federal Preschool 8,078 151,193 159,271
30 3320 8182 Preschool Local Entitlement 20,916 391,495 412,411
31 3385 8182 Part C Early Intervention 172,463 172,463
32 6510 8311 Infant I-50 Apportionment 890,688 890,688
33 6515 8590 Infant Discretionary 35,534 35,534
34 6500 8699 Local 2,762                         2,762
35 6500 8311 Needles (Contracted Nurse) 61,412                       61,412
36 6500 8989 Contribution from Unrestricted 36,405                       36,405
37 Beginning Balance 0
38 TOTAL REVENUE: 29,959,455$            11,284,244$     1,805,272$      6,661,688$           658,173$          353,419$          6,136,007$       1,467,505$       58,325,763$  
39
40 Excess Cost Per Program 1,742,732                 810,375             (179,007)          1,108,583              (81,085)              91,673               1,236,891          338,095             5,068,256
41
42 Number of Services - Final 897.92                       1,845.00             302.92              107.92                     6.92                    71.00                  238.75                62.42                  
43 2021-22 Fee-For-Service Rates 27,221$                     5,093$                4,783$              52,456$                  75,895$              4,448$                22,752$              5,909                  
44 Total 2021-22 Fee-For-Service Revenue 24,442,190$             9,396,586$         1,447,654$       5,660,877$             524,940$            315,808$            5,432,040$         368,820$            47,588,915$   
45
46
47 58,325,763$      
48 53,257,506$      
49 5,068,256$         
50 5,068,256$         
51 1,675,863           
52 6,744,119$         

SUMMARY
2021-22 Total Revenue

Total  Ending Balance

Net Estimated FFS Ending Balance
2021-22  Unused Reserve

Subtotal
2021-22  Total Expense

8/12/2022



San Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools
Desert Mountain County Operated Special Education Program

2021-22 Fee-For-Service Return

District

SAI
Services

% of 
Services

Total Return
Related 
Services 

DIS

% of 
Services

Total Return Itinerant % of 
Services

Total Return 1:1 Aides % of
 Services

Total Return

1,742,732$    810,375$          (179,007)$      1,108,583$      
Academy for Academic Excellence 0.00 0% -$                 0.00 0% -$                   0.00 0% -$                 0.00 0% -$                   
Norton Science and Language 0.00 0% -$                 0.25 0% 127$                  0.00 0% -$                 0.00 0% -$                   
Adelanto Elementary 77.58 9% 164,410$        249.59 16% 126,354$          25.75 9% (16,098)$         11.25 11% 121,472$          
Apple Valley Unified 117.92 14% 249,900$        212.25 13% 107,451$          34.25 12% (21,412)$         20.00 19% 215,951$          
Baker Valley Unified* 0.00 0% -$                 0.00 0% -$                   0.00 0% -$                 0.00

Barstow Unified 63.00 8% 133,512$        114.42 7% 57,925$            29.67 10% (18,549)$         1.42 1% 15,333$            
Bear Valley Unified 15.42 2% 32,679$          50.83 3% 25,733$            3.75 1% (2,344)$           2.00 2% 21,595$            
Excelsior 0.83 0% 1,759$            0.83 0% 420$                  2.83 1% (1,769)$           0.00 0% -$                   
Helendale Elementary* 0.00 0% -$                 0.00 0% -$                   0.00 0% -$                 0.00 0% -$                   
Hesperia Unified 106.58 13% 225,868$        148.00 9% 74,925$            78.33 27% (48,970)$         20.08 20% 216,815$          
Lucerne Valley Unified* 0.00 0% -$                 0.00 0% -$                   0.00 0% -$                 0.00 0% -$                   
Needles* 0.00 0% -$                 0.00 0% -$                   0.00 0% -$                 0.00 0% -$                   
Oro Grande Elementary 2.75 0% 5,828$            5.25 0% 2,658$              7.17 3% (4,483)$           0.50 0% 5,399$              
Silver Valley Unified 6.17 1% 13,076$          11.33 1% 5,736$              0.75 0% (469)$              0.67 1% 7,234$              
Snowline Jt. Unified 92.67 11% 196,390$        171.25 11% 86,695$            27.08 9% (16,930)$         9.42 9% 101,713$          
Trona Jt. Unified* 0.00 0% -$                 0.00 0% -$                   0.00 0% -$                 0.00 0% -$                   
Victor Elementary 207.50 25% 439,741$        378.00 24% 191,361$          27.83 10% (17,399)$         11.83 12% 127,735$          
Victor Valley Union High 131.92 16% 279,570$        258.75 16% 130,991$          48.92 17% (30,584)$         25.50 25% 275,337$          
Encore - Hesperia 0.00 0% -$                 0.00 0% -$                   0.00 0% -$                 0.00 0% -$                   
Total 822.34 100% 1,742,732$    1600.75 100% 810,375$          286.33 100% (179,007)$      102.67 100% 1,108,583$      

District
Interpreters % of

 Services
Total Return Preschool

SDC
% of

 Services
Total Return Preschool

Assessment
% of

Services
Total Return Early

Start
% of

 Services
Total Return Grand Total

(81,085)$         1,236,891$      $91,673 338,095$           $    5,068,256 
Academy for Academic Excellence 0.00 0% -$                 0.00 0% -$                   0.00 0% $0 0.00 0% -$                    $                   -   
Norton Science and Language 0.00 0% -$                 0.00 0% -$                   0.00 0% $0 0.00 0% -$                    $               127 
Adelanto Elementary 0.08 1% (939)$              45.33 20% 242,720$          40.00 62% $56,414 7.67 13% 43,220$             $       737,553 
Apple Valley Unified 3.00 43% (35,203)$         34.25 15% 183,392$          0.00 0% $0 9.58 16% 53,982$             $       754,061 
Baker Valley Unified* 0.00 0% -$                 0.00 0% -$                   0.00 0% $0 0.00 -$                
Barstow Unified 2.00 29% (23,469)$         21.25 9% 113,783$          24.00 37% $33,848 6.75 11% 38,036$             $       350,419 
Bear Valley Unified 0.00 0% -$                 12.42 5% 66,503$            0.00 0% $0 0.00 0% -$                    $       144,165 
Excelsior 0.00 0% -$                 0.00 0% -$                   0.00 0% $0 0.00 0% -$                    $               410 
Helendale Elementary* 0.00 0% -$                 0.00 0% -$                   0.00 0% $0 0.00 0% -$                   -$                
Hesperia Unified 0.00 0% -$                 32.08 14% 171,773$          0.00 0% $0 14.42 24% 81,255$             $       721,665 
Lucerne Valley Unified* 0.00 0% -$                 0.00 0% -$                   0.00 0% $0 0.00 0% -$                    $                   -   
Needles* 0.00 0% -$                 0.00 0% -$                   0.00 0% $0 0.00 0% -$                    $                   -   
Oro Grande Elementary 0.00 0% -$                 0.67 0% 3,588$              1.00 2% $1,410 0.00 0% -$                    $         14,400 
Silver Valley Unified 0.00 0% -$                 2.33 1% 12,476$            0.00 0% $0 1.17 2% 6,593$               $         44,646 
Snowline Jt. Unified 0.00 0% -$                 21.67 9% 116,032$          0.00 0% $0 6.83 11% 38,486$             $       522,386 
Trona Jt. Unified* 0.00 0% -$                 0.00 0% -$                   0.00 0% $0 0.00 0% -$                   -$                
Victor Elementary 0.00 0% -$                 61.00 26% 326,625$          0.00 0% $0 13.58 23% 76,522$             $    1,144,586 
Victor Valley Union High 1.83 26% (21,474)$         0.00 0% -$                   0.00 0% $0 0.00 0% -$                    $       633,841 
Encore - Hesperia 0.00 0% -$                 0.00 0% -$                   0.00 0% $0 0.00 0% -$                    $                   -   
Total 6.91 100% (81,085)$         231.00 100% 1,236,891$      65.00 100% $91,673 60.00 100% 338,095$           $    5,068,256 

*Districts receiving small school district protection are not included in the current year calculated return. Service counts have been removed for these districts and funds are reallocated to the remaining districts.

Academy for Academic Excellence
Norton Science & Language
Adelanto Elementary
Apple Valley Unified
Baker Valley Unified*
Barstow Unified
Bear Valley Unified
Excelsior
Helendale Elementary*
Hesperia Unified
Lucerne Valley Unified*
Needles*
Oro Grande Elementary
Silver Valley Unified
Snowline Jt. Unified
Trona Jt. Unified*
Victor Elementary
Victor Valley Union High
Encore - Hesperia
Total

 $                              522,386 

18,019$                                    24,374$                                       
13,663$                              

183,813$                            

 $                                         -   

521,157$                                 

155$                                            

52,402$                                       

155$                                    -$                                          

704,970$                                    182,584$                          
16,836$                            

345,088$                          
330,423$                          

9,974$                              
7,756$                              

1,099$                              
-$                                   

245,063$                          
12,210$                            

-$                                   

1,675,863$                      

 $                                         -   16,836$                              -$                                          
 $                           1,144,586 388,416$                            1,101,258$                              

16,836$                                       
1,489,674$                                 

 $                              633,841 251,421$                            712,843$                                 

5,068,256$                           1,780,174$                        4,963,947$                              

964,264$                                    

6,744,119$                                 
155$                                  

District

-$                                          
981,519$                                    227,458$                          

-$                                   -$                                             
255,920$                            

47,404$                              134,403$                                 
450,523$                                    
181,807$                                    

117,469$                            333,054$                                 

725,599$                                 
-$                                     

 $                              754,061 
 $                                         -   

100,104$                          
37,642$                            

 $                              350,419 
 $                              144,165 

-$                                          
77$                                     $                                      127 

-$                                     -$                                          
 $                                14,400 6,355$                                

-$                                             

 $                                44,646 38,739$                                    

12,210$                                       
 $                              721,665 
 $                                         -   12,210$                              -$                                          

966,728$                                    

 $                                         -   

393$                                    1,116$                                      
 $                                         -   -$                                     -$                                          

1,509$                                         
-$                                             

 $                                      410 

252,063$                            714,665$                                 

204$                                            53$                                      151$                                         

Col. E

896,766$                                    

Col. A Col. B Col. DCol. C
Unused 

21/22 Reserve
21/22  FFS

Ending Balance

159,213$                           $                              737,553 

 22/23 3% Reserve
$1,780,174 

Balance to Return
$4,963,947

233,822$                            662,944$                                 

21/22
Total Ending Balance

181$                                   $                                         -   181$                                            181$                                    

8/12/2022



5.4 The Feldhake Law Firm, APC
 Verbal report only, no materials
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AB-361 Open meetings: state and local agencies: teleconferences. (2021-2022) 

SHARE THIS: Date Published: 09/17/2021 09:00 PM 

Assembly Bill No. 361 

CHAPTER 165 

An act to add and repeal Section 89305.6 of the Education Code, and to amend, repeal, and add Section 

54953 of, and to add and repeal Section 11133 of, the Government Code, relating to open meetings, and 

declaring the urgency thereof, to take effect immediately. 

[ Approved by Governor September 16, 2021. Filed with Secretary of State 

September 16, 2021. ] 

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELʹS DIGEST 

AB 361, Robert Rivas. Open meetings: state and local agencies: teleconferences. 

(1) Existing law, the Ralph M. Brown Act requires, with specified exceptions, that all meetings of a legislative body 

of a local agency, as those terms are defined, be open and public and that all persons be permitted to attend and 

participate. The act contains specified provisions regarding the timelines for posting an agenda and providing for 

the ability of the public to directly address the legislative body on any item of interest to the public. The act 
generally requires all regular and special meetings of the legislative body be held within the boundaries of the 

territory over which the local agency exercises jurisdiction, subject to certain exceptions. The act allows for 

meetings to occur via teleconferencing subject to certain requirements, particularly that the legislative body 

notice each teleconference location of each member that will be participating in the public meeting, that each 

teleconference location be accessible to the public, that members of the public be allowed to address the 

legislative body at each teleconference location, that the legislative body post an agenda at each teleconference 

location, and that at least a quorum of the legislative body participate from locations within the boundaries of the 

local agency’s jurisdiction. The act provides an exemption to the jurisdictional requirement for health authorities, 
as defined. The act authorizes the district attorney or any interested person, subject to certain provisions, to 

commence an action by mandamus or injunction for the purpose of obtaining a judicial determination that 
specified actions taken by a legislative body are null and void. 

Existing law, the California Emergency Services Act, authorizes the Governor, or the Director of Emergency 

Services when the governor is inaccessible, to proclaim a state of emergency under specified circumstances. 

Executive Order No. N-29-20 suspends the Ralph M. Brown Act’s requirements for teleconferencing during the 

COVID-19 pandemic provided that notice and accessibility requirements are met, the public members are allowed 

to observe and address the legislative body at the meeting, and that a legislative body of a local agency has a 

procedure for receiving and swiftly resolving requests for reasonable accommodation for individuals with 

disabilities, as specified. 

This bill, until January 1, 2024, would authorize a local agency to use teleconferencing without complying with the 

teleconferencing requirements imposed by the Ralph M. Brown Act when a legislative body of a local agency holds 

a meeting during a declared state of emergency, as that term is defined, when state or local health officials have 

imposed or recommended measures to promote social distancing, during a proclaimed state of emergency held 



                 
                

                

            
                

                   
                  
                   

                
                  

                 
               
                

                 
                 

                  
                

                  
               

                  
               

                  
                

               
 

                
                    

                    

              
             
                    

             

               
             

                
                  

             
                   

                 
             

                 
                 

               
                  

 

               
               

 

for the purpose of determining, by majority vote, whether meeting in person would present imminent risks to the 

health or safety of attendees, and during a proclaimed state of emergency when the legislative body has 

determined that meeting in person would present imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees, as 

provided. 

This bill would require legislative bodies that hold teleconferenced meetings under these abbreviated 

teleconferencing procedures to give notice of the meeting and post agendas, as described, to allow members of 
the public to access the meeting and address the legislative body, to give notice of the means by which members 

of the public may access the meeting and offer public comment, including an opportunity for all persons to attend 

via a call-in option or an internet-based service option, and to conduct the meeting in a manner that protects the 

statutory and constitutional rights of the parties and the public appearing before the legislative body. The bill 
would require the legislative body to take no further action on agenda items when there is a disruption which 

prevents the public agency from broadcasting the meeting, or in the event of a disruption within the local 
agency’s control which prevents members of the public from offering public comments, until public access is 

restored. The bill would specify that actions taken during the disruption are subject to challenge proceedings, as 

specified. 

This bill would prohibit the legislative body from requiring public comments to be submitted in advance of the 

meeting and would specify that the legislative body must provide an opportunity for the public to address the 

legislative body and offer comment in real time. The bill would prohibit the legislative body from closing the public 

comment period and the opportunity to register to provide public comment, until the public comment period has 

elapsed or until a reasonable amount of time has elapsed, as specified. When there is a continuing state of 
emergency, or when state or local officials have imposed or recommended measures to promote social distancing, 
the bill would require a legislative body to make specified findings not later than 30 days after the first 
teleconferenced meeting pursuant to these provisions, and to make those findings every 30 days thereafter, in 

order to continue to meet under these abbreviated teleconferencing procedures. 

Existing law prohibits a legislative body from requiring, as a condition to attend a meeting, a person to register 

the person’s name, or to provide other information, or to fulfill any condition precedent to the person’s 

attendance. 

This bill would exclude from that prohibition, a registration requirement imposed by a third-party internet website 

or other online platform not under the control of the legislative body. 

(2) Existing law, the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act, requires, with specified exceptions, that all meetings of a 

state body be open and public and all persons be permitted to attend any meeting of a state body. The act 
requires at least one member of the state body to be physically present at the location specified in the notice of 
the meeting. 

The Governor’s Executive Order No. N-29-20 suspends the requirements of the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act 
for teleconferencing during the COVID-19 pandemic, provided that notice and accessibility requirements are met, 
the public members are allowed to observe and address the state body at the meeting, and that a state body has 

a procedure for receiving and swiftly resolving requests for reasonable accommodation for individuals with 

disabilities, as specified. 

This bill, until January 31, 2022, would authorize, subject to specified notice and accessibility requirements, a 

state body to hold public meetings through teleconferencing and to make public meetings accessible 

telephonically, or otherwise electronically, to all members of the public seeking to observe and to address the 

state body. With respect to a state body holding a public meeting pursuant to these provisions, the bill would 

suspend certain requirements of existing law, including the requirements that each teleconference location be 

accessible to the public and that members of the public be able to address the state body at each teleconference 

location. Under the bill, a state body that holds a meeting through teleconferencing and allows members of the 

public to observe and address the meeting telephonically or otherwise electronically would satisfy any 

requirement that the state body allow members of the public to attend the meeting and offer public comment. 
The bill would require that each state body that holds a meeting through teleconferencing provide notice of the 

meeting, and post the agenda, as provided. The bill would urge state bodies utilizing these teleconferencing 

procedures in the bill to use sound discretion and to make reasonable efforts to adhere as closely as reasonably 

possible to existing law, as provided. 

(3) Existing law establishes the various campuses of the California State University under the administration of 
the Trustees of the California State University, and authorizes the establishment of student body organizations in 

connection with the operations of California State University campuses. 



                  
                  

                  
 

               
                 

              
                 

               
                  

                
              

               
                 

                
                

                
                

                 
 

                
                 

                

 

                  
               

 

 

 

               
              

              

                
                

                  

                 

                 

The Gloria Romero Open Meetings Act of 2000 generally requires a legislative body, as defined, of a student body 

organization to conduct its business in a meeting that is open and public. The act authorizes the legislative body 

to use teleconferencing, as defined, for the benefit of the public and the legislative body in connection with any 

meeting or proceeding authorized by law. 

This bill, until January 31, 2022, would authorize, subject to specified notice and accessibility requirements, a 

legislative body, as defined for purposes of the act, to hold public meetings through teleconferencing and to make 

public meetings accessible telephonically, or otherwise electronically, to all members of the public seeking to 

observe and to address the legislative body. With respect to a legislative body holding a public meeting pursuant 
to these provisions, the bill would suspend certain requirements of existing law, including the requirements that 
each teleconference location be accessible to the public and that members of the public be able to address the 

legislative body at each teleconference location. Under the bill, a legislative body that holds a meeting through 

teleconferencing and allows members of the public to observe and address the meeting telephonically or 

otherwise electronically would satisfy any requirement that the legislative body allow members of the public to 

attend the meeting and offer public comment. The bill would require that each legislative body that holds a 

meeting through teleconferencing provide notice of the meeting, and post the agenda, as provided. The bill would 

urge legislative bodies utilizing these teleconferencing procedures in the bill to use sound discretion and to make 

reasonable efforts to adhere as closely as reasonably possible to existing law, as provided. 

(4) This bill would declare the Legislature’s intent, consistent with the Governor’s Executive Order No. N-29-20, to 

improve and enhance public access to state and local agency meetings during the COVID-19 pandemic and future 

emergencies by allowing broader access through teleconferencing options. 

(5) This bill would incorporate additional changes to Section 54953 of the Government Code proposed by AB 339 

to be operative only if this bill and AB 339 are enacted and this bill is enacted last. 

(6) The California Constitution requires local agencies, for the purpose of ensuring public access to the meetings 

of public bodies and the writings of public officials and agencies, to comply with a statutory enactment that 
amends or enacts laws relating to public records or open meetings and contains findings demonstrating that the 

enactment furthers the constitutional requirements relating to this purpose. 

This bill would make legislative findings to that effect. 

(7) Existing constitutional provisions require that a statute that limits the right of access to the meetings of public 

bodies or the writings of public officials and agencies be adopted with findings demonstrating the interest 
protected by the limitation and the need for protecting that interest. 

This bill would make legislative findings to that effect. 

(8) This bill would declare that it is to take effect immediately as an urgency statute. 

Vote: 2/3  Appropriation: no  Fiscal Committee: yes  Local Program: no 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. Section 89305.6 is added to the Education Code, to read: 

89305.6. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this article, and subject to the notice and accessibility 

requirements in subdivisions (d) and (e), a legislative body may hold public meetings through teleconferencing 

and make public meetings accessible telephonically, or otherwise electronically, to all members of the public 

seeking to observe and to address the legislative body. 

(b) (1) For a legislative body holding a public meeting through teleconferencing pursuant to this section, all 
requirements in this article requiring the physical presence of members, the clerk or other personnel of the 

legislative body, or the public, as a condition of participation in or quorum for a public meeting, are hereby 

suspended. 

(2) For a legislative body holding a public meeting through teleconferencing pursuant to this section, all of the 

following requirements in this article are suspended: 

(A) Each teleconference location from which a member will be participating in a public meeting or proceeding be 

identified in the notice and agenda of the public meeting or proceeding. 

(B) Each teleconference location be accessible to the public. 



  

                    

                 
             

               
                 
                

                 
               

             
             

 

                   

                

                   
 

       
                  

                   
                    

                  
               
               

                

                
                

  

 

 

               
               

 

                
                 

 

                 

                 

(C) Members of the public may address the legislative body at each teleconference conference location. 

(D) Post agendas at all teleconference locations. 

(E) At least one member of the legislative body be physically present at the location specified in the notice of the 

meeting. 

(c) A legislative body that holds a meeting through teleconferencing and allows members of the public to observe 

and address the meeting telephonically or otherwise electronically, consistent with the notice and accessibility 

requirements in subdivisions (d) and (e), shall have satisfied any requirement that the legislative body allow 

members of the public to attend the meeting and offer public comment. A legislative body need not make 

available any physical location from which members of the public may observe the meeting and offer public 

comment. 

(d) If a legislative body holds a meeting through teleconferencing pursuant to this section and allows members of 
the public to observe and address the meeting telephonically or otherwise electronically, the legislative body shall 
also do both of the following: 

(1) Implement a procedure for receiving and swiftly resolving requests for reasonable modification or 

accommodation from individuals with disabilities, consistent with the federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12101 et seq.), and resolving any doubt whatsoever in favor of accessibility. 

(2) Advertise that procedure each time notice is given of the means by which members of the public may observe 

the meeting and offer public comment, pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (e). 

(e) Except to the extent this section provides otherwise, each legislative body that holds a meeting through 

teleconferencing pursuant to this section shall do both of the following: 

(1) Give advance notice of the time of, and post the agenda for, each public meeting according to the timeframes 

otherwise prescribed by this article, and using the means otherwise prescribed by this article, as applicable. 

(2) In each instance in which notice of the time of the meeting is otherwise given or the agenda for the meeting is 

otherwise posted, also give notice of the means by which members of the public may observe the meeting and 

offer public comment. As to any instance in which there is a change in the means of public observation and 

comment, or any instance prior to the effective date of this section in which the time of the meeting has been 

noticed or the agenda for the meeting has been posted without also including notice of the means of public 

observation and comment, a legislative body may satisfy this requirement by advertising the means of public 

observation and comment using the most rapid means of communication available at the time. Advertising the 

means of public observation and comment using the most rapid means of communication available at the time 

shall include, but need not be limited to, posting such means on the legislative body’s internet website. 

(f) All legislative bodies utilizing the teleconferencing procedures in this section are urged to use sound discretion 

and to make reasonable efforts to adhere as closely as reasonably possible to the otherwise applicable provisions 

of this article, in order to maximize transparency and provide the public access to legislative body meetings. 

(g) This section shall remain in effect only until January 31, 2022, and as of that date is repealed. 

SEC. 2. Section 11133 is added to the Government Code, to read: 

11133. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this article, and subject to the notice and accessibility 

requirements in subdivisions (d) and (e), a state body may hold public meetings through teleconferencing and 

make public meetings accessible telephonically, or otherwise electronically, to all members of the public seeking to 

observe and to address the state body. 

(b) (1) For a state body holding a public meeting through teleconferencing pursuant to this section, all 
requirements in this article requiring the physical presence of members, the clerk or other personnel of the state 

body, or the public, as a condition of participation in or quorum for a public meeting, are hereby suspended. 

(2) For a state body holding a public meeting through teleconferencing pursuant to this section, all of the 

following requirements in this article are suspended: 

(A) Each teleconference location from which a member will be participating in a public meeting or proceeding be 

identified in the notice and agenda of the public meeting or proceeding. 

(B) Each teleconference location be accessible to the public. 



  

                    

                  
            

                
                   

                  
                

             
             

 

                   

                

                   
 

       
                  

                   
                    

                  
               
               

                

                 
                

 

 

                     
                  

                
                  

              
               

                 
               

 

                  
             

                 

(C) Members of the public may address the state body at each teleconference conference location. 

(D) Post agendas at all teleconference locations. 

(E) At least one member of the state body be physically present at the location specified in the notice of the 

meeting. 

(c) A state body that holds a meeting through teleconferencing and allows members of the public to observe and 

address the meeting telephonically or otherwise electronically, consistent with the notice and accessibility 

requirements in subdivisions (d) and (e), shall have satisfied any requirement that the state body allow members 

of the public to attend the meeting and offer public comment. A state body need not make available any physical 
location from which members of the public may observe the meeting and offer public comment. 

(d) If a state body holds a meeting through teleconferencing pursuant to this section and allows members of the 

public to observe and address the meeting telephonically or otherwise electronically, the state body shall also do 

both of the following: 

(1) Implement a procedure for receiving and swiftly resolving requests for reasonable modification or 

accommodation from individuals with disabilities, consistent with the federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12101 et seq.), and resolving any doubt whatsoever in favor of accessibility. 

(2) Advertise that procedure each time notice is given of the means by which members of the public may observe 

the meeting and offer public comment, pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (e). 

(e) Except to the extent this section provides otherwise, each state body that holds a meeting through 

teleconferencing pursuant to this section shall do both of the following: 

(1) Give advance notice of the time of, and post the agenda for, each public meeting according to the timeframes 

otherwise prescribed by this article, and using the means otherwise prescribed by this article, as applicable. 

(2) In each instance in which notice of the time of the meeting is otherwise given or the agenda for the meeting is 

otherwise posted, also give notice of the means by which members of the public may observe the meeting and 

offer public comment. As to any instance in which there is a change in the means of public observation and 

comment, or any instance prior to the effective date of this section in which the time of the meeting has been 

noticed or the agenda for the meeting has been posted without also including notice of the means of public 

observation and comment, a state body may satisfy this requirement by advertising the means of public 

observation and comment using the most rapid means of communication available at the time. Advertising the 

means of public observation and comment using the most rapid means of communication available at the time 

shall include, but need not be limited to, posting such means on the state body’s internet website. 

(f) All state bodies utilizing the teleconferencing procedures in this section are urged to use sound discretion and 

to make reasonable efforts to adhere as closely as reasonably possible to the otherwise applicable provisions of 
this article, in order to maximize transparency and provide the public access to state body meetings. 

(g) This section shall remain in effect only until January 31, 2022, and as of that date is repealed. 

SEC. 3. Section 54953 of the Government Code is amended to read: 

54953. (a) All meetings of the legislative body of a local agency shall be open and public, and all persons shall be 

permitted to attend any meeting of the legislative body of a local agency, except as otherwise provided in this 

chapter. 

(b) (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the legislative body of a local agency may use 

teleconferencing for the benefit of the public and the legislative body of a local agency in connection with any 

meeting or proceeding authorized by law. The teleconferenced meeting or proceeding shall comply with all 
otherwise applicable requirements of this chapter and all otherwise applicable provisions of law relating to a 

specific type of meeting or proceeding. 

(2) Teleconferencing, as authorized by this section, may be used for all purposes in connection with any meeting 

within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body. All votes taken during a teleconferenced meeting 

shall be by rollcall. 

(3) If the legislative body of a local agency elects to use teleconferencing, it shall post agendas at all 
teleconference locations and conduct teleconference meetings in a manner that protects the statutory and 

constitutional rights of the parties or the public appearing before the legislative body of a local agency. Each 



                
                

                
                

                 

                 
                 

 

 

                    

                   
                  

                   
                 

                   

                 
               

                 
                 

             
                    

 

              
                

                

                
             

                  
               

              
 

                
                  

                  

                 
                  

                
                

 

 

  

                   
                

                   

teleconference location shall be identified in the notice and agenda of the meeting or proceeding, and each 

teleconference location shall be accessible to the public. During the teleconference, at least a quorum of the 

members of the legislative body shall participate from locations within the boundaries of the territory over which 

the local agency exercises jurisdiction, except as provided in subdivisions (d) and (e). The agenda shall provide 

an opportunity for members of the public to address the legislative body directly pursuant to Section 54954.3 at 
each teleconference location. 

(4) For the purposes of this section, “teleconference” means a meeting of a legislative body, the members of 
which are in different locations, connected by electronic means, through either audio or video, or both. Nothing in 

this section shall prohibit a local agency from providing the public with additional teleconference locations. 

(c) (1) No legislative body shall take action by secret ballot, whether preliminary or final. 

(2) The legislative body of a local agency shall publicly report any action taken and the vote or abstention on that 
action of each member present for the action. 

(3) Prior to taking final action, the legislative body shall orally report a summary of a recommendation for a final 
action on the salaries, salary schedules, or compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits of a local agency 

executive, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 3511.1, during the open meeting in which the final action is to 

be taken. This paragraph shall not affect the public’s right under the California Public Records Act (Chapter 3.5 

(commencing with Section 6250) of Division 7 of Title 1) to inspect or copy records created or received in the 

process of developing the recommendation. 

(d) (1) Notwithstanding the provisions relating to a quorum in paragraph (3) of subdivision (b), if a health 

authority conducts a teleconference meeting, members who are outside the jurisdiction of the authority may be 

counted toward the establishment of a quorum when participating in the teleconference if at least 50 percent of 
the number of members that would establish a quorum are present within the boundaries of the territory over 

which the authority exercises jurisdiction, and the health authority provides a teleconference number, and 

associated access codes, if any, that allows any person to call in to participate in the meeting and the number and 

access codes are identified in the notice and agenda of the meeting. 

(2) Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed as discouraging health authority members from regularly 

meeting at a common physical site within the jurisdiction of the authority or from using teleconference locations 

within or near the jurisdiction of the authority. A teleconference meeting for which a quorum is established 

pursuant to this subdivision shall be subject to all other requirements of this section. 

(3) For purposes of this subdivision, a health authority means any entity created pursuant to Sections 14018.7, 
14087.31, 14087.35, 14087.36, 14087.38, and 14087.9605 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, any joint 
powers authority created pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 for the 

purpose of contracting pursuant to Section 14087.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, and any advisory 

committee to a county-sponsored health plan licensed pursuant to Chapter 2.2 (commencing with Section 1340) 

of Division 2 of the Health and Safety Code if the advisory committee has 12 or more members. 

(e) (1) A local agency may use teleconferencing without complying with the requirements of paragraph (3) of 
subdivision (b) if the legislative body complies with the requirements of paragraph (2) of this subdivision in any of 
the following circumstances: 

(A) The legislative body holds a meeting during a proclaimed state of emergency, and state or local officials have 

imposed or recommended measures to promote social distancing. 

(B) The legislative body holds a meeting during a proclaimed state of emergency for the purpose of determining, 
by majority vote, whether as a result of the emergency, meeting in person would present imminent risks to the 

health or safety of attendees. 

(C) The legislative body holds a meeting during a proclaimed state of emergency and has determined, by majority 

vote, pursuant to subparagraph (B), that, as a result of the emergency, meeting in person would present 
imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees. 

(2) A legislative body that holds a meeting pursuant to this subdivision shall do all of the following: 

(A) The legislative body shall give notice of the meeting and post agendas as otherwise required by this chapter. 

(B) The legislative body shall allow members of the public to access the meeting and the agenda shall provide an 

opportunity for members of the public to address the legislative body directly pursuant to Section 54954.3. In 

each instance in which notice of the time of the teleconferenced meeting is otherwise given or the agenda for the 
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meeting is otherwise posted, the legislative body shall also give notice of the means by which members of the 

public may access the meeting and offer public comment. The agenda shall identify and include an opportunity for 

all persons to attend via a call-in option or an internet-based service option. This subparagraph shall not be 

construed to require the legislative body to provide a physical location from which the public may attend or 

comment. 

(C) The legislative body shall conduct teleconference meetings in a manner that protects the statutory and 

constitutional rights of the parties and the public appearing before the legislative body of a local agency. 

(D) In the event of a disruption which prevents the public agency from broadcasting the meeting to members of 
the public using the call-in option or internet-based service option, or in the event of a disruption within the local 
agency’s control which prevents members of the public from offering public comments using the call-in option or 

internet-based service option, the body shall take no further action on items appearing on the meeting agenda 

until public access to the meeting via the call-in option or internet-based service option is restored. Actions taken 

on agenda items during a disruption which prevents the public agency from broadcasting the meeting may be 

challenged pursuant to Section 54960.1. 

(E) The legislative body shall not require public comments to be submitted in advance of the meeting and must 
provide an opportunity for the public to address the legislative body and offer comment in real time. This 

subparagraph shall not be construed to require the legislative body to provide a physical location from which the 

public may attend or comment. 

(F) Notwithstanding Section 54953.3, an individual desiring to provide public comment through the use of an 

internet website, or other online platform, not under the control of the local legislative body, that requires 

registration to log in to a teleconference may be required to register as required by the third-party internet 
website or online platform to participate. 

(G) (i) A legislative body that provides a timed public comment period for each agenda item shall not close the 

public comment period for the agenda item, or the opportunity to register, pursuant to subparagraph (F), to 

provide public comment until that timed public comment period has elapsed. 

(ii) A legislative body that does not provide a timed public comment period, but takes public comment separately 

on each agenda item, shall allow a reasonable amount of time per agenda item to allow public members the 

opportunity to provide public comment, including time for members of the public to register pursuant to 

subparagraph (F), or otherwise be recognized for the purpose of providing public comment. 

(iii) A legislative body that provides a timed general public comment period that does not correspond to a specific 

agenda item shall not close the public comment period or the opportunity to register, pursuant to subparagraph 

(F), until the timed general public comment period has elapsed. 

(3) If a state of emergency remains active, or state or local officials have imposed or recommended measures to 

promote social distancing, in order to continue to teleconference without compliance with paragraph (3) of 
subdivision (b), the legislative body shall, not later than 30 days after teleconferencing for the first time pursuant 
to subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) of paragraph (1), and every 30 days thereafter, make the following findings by 

majority vote: 

(A) The legislative body has reconsidered the circumstances of the state of emergency. 

(B) Any of the following circumstances exist: 

(i) The state of emergency continues to directly impact the ability of the members to meet safely in person. 

(ii) State or local officials continue to impose or recommend measures to promote social distancing. 

(4) For the purposes of this subdivision, “state of emergency” means a state of emergency proclaimed pursuant 
to Section 8625 of the California Emergency Services Act (Article 1 (commencing with Section 8550) of Chapter 7 

of Division 1 of Title 2). 

(f) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2024, and as of that date is repealed. 

SEC. 3.1. Section 54953 of the Government Code is amended to read: 

54953. (a) All meetings of the legislative body of a local agency shall be open and public, and all persons shall be 

permitted to attend any meeting of the legislative body of a local agency in person, except as otherwise provided 

in this chapter. Local agencies shall conduct meetings subject to this chapter consistent with applicable state and 



               

                
                  

              
               

                 
               

 

                  
             

                 
                
                

                
                

                 

                 
                 

 

 

                    

                   
                  

                   
                 

                   

                 
               

                 
                 

             
                    

 

              
                

                

                
             

                  
               

              
 

                
                  

                  

federal civil rights laws, including, but not limited to, any applicable language access and other nondiscrimination 

obligations. 

(b) (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the legislative body of a local agency may use 

teleconferencing for the benefit of the public and the legislative body of a local agency in connection with any 

meeting or proceeding authorized by law. The teleconferenced meeting or proceeding shall comply with all 
otherwise applicable requirements of this chapter and all otherwise applicable provisions of law relating to a 

specific type of meeting or proceeding. 

(2) Teleconferencing, as authorized by this section, may be used for all purposes in connection with any meeting 

within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body. All votes taken during a teleconferenced meeting 

shall be by rollcall. 

(3) If the legislative body of a local agency elects to use teleconferencing, it shall post agendas at all 
teleconference locations and conduct teleconference meetings in a manner that protects the statutory and 

constitutional rights of the parties or the public appearing before the legislative body of a local agency. Each 

teleconference location shall be identified in the notice and agenda of the meeting or proceeding, and each 

teleconference location shall be accessible to the public. During the teleconference, at least a quorum of the 

members of the legislative body shall participate from locations within the boundaries of the territory over which 

the local agency exercises jurisdiction, except as provided in subdivisions (d) and (e). The agenda shall provide 

an opportunity for members of the public to address the legislative body directly pursuant to Section 54954.3 at 
each teleconference location. 

(4) For the purposes of this section, “teleconference” means a meeting of a legislative body, the members of 
which are in different locations, connected by electronic means, through either audio or video, or both. Nothing in 

this section shall prohibit a local agency from providing the public with additional teleconference locations. 

(c) (1) No legislative body shall take action by secret ballot, whether preliminary or final. 

(2) The legislative body of a local agency shall publicly report any action taken and the vote or abstention on that 
action of each member present for the action. 

(3) Prior to taking final action, the legislative body shall orally report a summary of a recommendation for a final 
action on the salaries, salary schedules, or compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits of a local agency 

executive, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 3511.1, during the open meeting in which the final action is to 

be taken. This paragraph shall not affect the public’s right under the California Public Records Act (Chapter 3.5 

(commencing with Section 6250) of Division 7 of Title 1) to inspect or copy records created or received in the 

process of developing the recommendation. 

(d) (1) Notwithstanding the provisions relating to a quorum in paragraph (3) of subdivision (b), if a health 

authority conducts a teleconference meeting, members who are outside the jurisdiction of the authority may be 

counted toward the establishment of a quorum when participating in the teleconference if at least 50 percent of 
the number of members that would establish a quorum are present within the boundaries of the territory over 

which the authority exercises jurisdiction, and the health authority provides a teleconference number, and 

associated access codes, if any, that allows any person to call in to participate in the meeting and the number and 

access codes are identified in the notice and agenda of the meeting. 

(2) Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed as discouraging health authority members from regularly 

meeting at a common physical site within the jurisdiction of the authority or from using teleconference locations 

within or near the jurisdiction of the authority. A teleconference meeting for which a quorum is established 

pursuant to this subdivision shall be subject to all other requirements of this section. 

(3) For purposes of this subdivision, a health authority means any entity created pursuant to Sections 14018.7, 
14087.31, 14087.35, 14087.36, 14087.38, and 14087.9605 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, any joint 
powers authority created pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 for the 

purpose of contracting pursuant to Section 14087.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, and any advisory 

committee to a county-sponsored health plan licensed pursuant to Chapter 2.2 (commencing with Section 1340) 

of Division 2 of the Health and Safety Code if the advisory committee has 12 or more members. 

(e) (1) A local agency may use teleconferencing without complying with the requirements of paragraph (3) of 
subdivision (b) if the legislative body complies with the requirements of paragraph (2) of this subdivision in any of 
the following circumstances: 

(A) The legislative body holds a meeting during a proclaimed state of emergency, and state or local officials have 
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imposed or recommended measures to promote social distancing. 

(B) The legislative body holds a meeting during a proclaimed state of emergency for the purpose of determining, 
by majority vote, whether as a result of the emergency, meeting in person would present imminent risks to the 

health or safety of attendees. 

(C) The legislative body holds a meeting during a proclaimed state of emergency and has determined, by majority 

vote, pursuant to subparagraph (B), that, as a result of the emergency, meeting in person would present 
imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees. 

(2) A legislative body that holds a meeting pursuant to this subdivision shall do all of the following: 

(A) The legislative body shall give notice of the meeting and post agendas as otherwise required by this chapter. 

(B) The legislative body shall allow members of the public to access the meeting and the agenda shall provide an 

opportunity for members of the public to address the legislative body directly pursuant to Section 54954.3. In 

each instance in which notice of the time of the teleconferenced meeting is otherwise given or the agenda for the 

meeting is otherwise posted, the legislative body shall also give notice of the means by which members of the 

public may access the meeting and offer public comment. The agenda shall identify and include an opportunity for 

all persons to attend via a call-in option or an internet-based service option. This subparagraph shall not be 

construed to require the legislative body to provide a physical location from which the public may attend or 

comment. 

(C) The legislative body shall conduct teleconference meetings in a manner that protects the statutory and 

constitutional rights of the parties and the public appearing before the legislative body of a local agency. 

(D) In the event of a disruption which prevents the public agency from broadcasting the meeting to members of 
the public using the call-in option or internet-based service option, or in the event of a disruption within the local 
agency’s control which prevents members of the public from offering public comments using the call-in option or 

internet-based service option, the body shall take no further action on items appearing on the meeting agenda 

until public access to the meeting via the call-in option or internet-based service option is restored. Actions taken 

on agenda items during a disruption which prevents the public agency from broadcasting the meeting may be 

challenged pursuant to Section 54960.1. 

(E) The legislative body shall not require public comments to be submitted in advance of the meeting and must 
provide an opportunity for the public to address the legislative body and offer comment in real time. This 

subparagraph shall not be construed to require the legislative body to provide a physical location from which the 

public may attend or comment. 

(F) Notwithstanding Section 54953.3, an individual desiring to provide public comment through the use of an 

internet website, or other online platform, not under the control of the local legislative body, that requires 

registration to log in to a teleconference may be required to register as required by the third-party internet 
website or online platform to participate. 

(G) (i) A legislative body that provides a timed public comment period for each agenda item shall not close the 

public comment period for the agenda item, or the opportunity to register, pursuant to subparagraph (F), to 

provide public comment until that timed public comment period has elapsed. 

(ii) A legislative body that does not provide a timed public comment period, but takes public comment separately 

on each agenda item, shall allow a reasonable amount of time per agenda item to allow public members the 

opportunity to provide public comment, including time for members of the public to register pursuant to 

subparagraph (F), or otherwise be recognized for the purpose of providing public comment. 

(iii) A legislative body that provides a timed general public comment period that does not correspond to a specific 

agenda item shall not close the public comment period or the opportunity to register, pursuant to subparagraph 

(F), until the timed general public comment period has elapsed. 

(3) If a state of emergency remains active, or state or local officials have imposed or recommended measures to 

promote social distancing, in order to continue to teleconference without compliance with paragraph (3) of 
subdivision (b), the legislative body shall, not later than 30 days after teleconferencing for the first time pursuant 
to subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) of paragraph (1), and every 30 days thereafter, make the following findings by 

majority vote: 

(A) The legislative body has reconsidered the circumstances of the state of emergency. 



  

                
                 

 

 

                     
                  

                
                  

              
                  

                 
               

 

                  
             

                 
                
                

                
               

                

                 
                 

 

 

                    

                   
                  

                   
                 

                   

                 
               

                 
                 

             
                    

 

              
                

(B) Any of the following circumstances exist: 

(i) The state of emergency continues to directly impact the ability of the members to meet safely in person. 

(ii) State or local officials continue to impose or recommend measures to promote social distancing. 

(4) For the purposes of this subdivision, “state of emergency” means a state of emergency proclaimed pursuant 
to Section 8625 of the California Emergency Services Act (Article 1 (commencing with Section 8550) of Chapter 7 

of Division 1 of Title 2). 

(f) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2024, and as of that date is repealed. 

SEC. 4. Section 54953 is added to the Government Code, to read: 

54953. (a) All meetings of the legislative body of a local agency shall be open and public, and all persons shall be 

permitted to attend any meeting of the legislative body of a local agency, except as otherwise provided in this 

chapter. 

(b) (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the legislative body of a local agency may use 

teleconferencing for the benefit of the public and the legislative body of a local agency in connection with any 

meeting or proceeding authorized by law. The teleconferenced meeting or proceeding shall comply with all 
requirements of this chapter and all otherwise applicable provisions of law relating to a specific type of meeting or 

proceeding. 

(2) Teleconferencing, as authorized by this section, may be used for all purposes in connection with any meeting 

within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body. All votes taken during a teleconferenced meeting 

shall be by rollcall. 

(3) If the legislative body of a local agency elects to use teleconferencing, it shall post agendas at all 
teleconference locations and conduct teleconference meetings in a manner that protects the statutory and 

constitutional rights of the parties or the public appearing before the legislative body of a local agency. Each 

teleconference location shall be identified in the notice and agenda of the meeting or proceeding, and each 

teleconference location shall be accessible to the public. During the teleconference, at least a quorum of the 

members of the legislative body shall participate from locations within the boundaries of the territory over which 

the local agency exercises jurisdiction, except as provided in subdivision (d). The agenda shall provide an 

opportunity for members of the public to address the legislative body directly pursuant to Section 54954.3 at 
each teleconference location. 

(4) For the purposes of this section, “teleconference” means a meeting of a legislative body, the members of 
which are in different locations, connected by electronic means, through either audio or video, or both. Nothing in 

this section shall prohibit a local agency from providing the public with additional teleconference locations 

(c) (1) No legislative body shall take action by secret ballot, whether preliminary or final. 

(2) The legislative body of a local agency shall publicly report any action taken and the vote or abstention on that 
action of each member present for the action. 

(3) Prior to taking final action, the legislative body shall orally report a summary of a recommendation for a final 
action on the salaries, salary schedules, or compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits of a local agency 

executive, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 3511.1, during the open meeting in which the final action is to 

be taken. This paragraph shall not affect the public’s right under the California Public Records Act (Chapter 3.5 

(commencing with Section 6250) of Division 7 of Title 1) to inspect or copy records created or received in the 

process of developing the recommendation. 

(d) (1) Notwithstanding the provisions relating to a quorum in paragraph (3) of subdivision (b), if a health 

authority conducts a teleconference meeting, members who are outside the jurisdiction of the authority may be 

counted toward the establishment of a quorum when participating in the teleconference if at least 50 percent of 
the number of members that would establish a quorum are present within the boundaries of the territory over 

which the authority exercises jurisdiction, and the health authority provides a teleconference number, and 

associated access codes, if any, that allows any person to call in to participate in the meeting and the number and 

access codes are identified in the notice and agenda of the meeting. 

(2) Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed as discouraging health authority members from regularly 

meeting at a common physical site within the jurisdiction of the authority or from using teleconference locations 



                

                
             

                  
               

              
 

 

 

                     
                  

                
               

                
                  

              
                  

                 
               

 

                  
             

                 
                
                

                
               

                

                 
                 

 

 

                    

                   
                  

                   
                 

                   

                 
               

                 
                 

             
                    

 

within or near the jurisdiction of the authority. A teleconference meeting for which a quorum is established 

pursuant to this subdivision shall be subject to all other requirements of this section. 

(3) For purposes of this subdivision, a health authority means any entity created pursuant to Sections 14018.7, 
14087.31, 14087.35, 14087.36, 14087.38, and 14087.9605 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, any joint 
powers authority created pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 for the 

purpose of contracting pursuant to Section 14087.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, and any advisory 

committee to a county-sponsored health plan licensed pursuant to Chapter 2.2 (commencing with Section 1340) 

of Division 2 of the Health and Safety Code if the advisory committee has 12 or more members. 

(e) This section shall become operative January 1, 2024. 

SEC. 4.1. Section 54953 is added to the Government Code, to read: 

54953. (a) All meetings of the legislative body of a local agency shall be open and public, and all persons shall be 

permitted to attend any meeting of the legislative body of a local agency, in person except as otherwise provided 

in this chapter. Local agencies shall conduct meetings subject to this chapter consistent with applicable state and 

federal civil rights laws, including, but not limited to, any applicable language access and other nondiscrimination 

obligations. 

(b) (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the legislative body of a local agency may use 

teleconferencing for the benefit of the public and the legislative body of a local agency in connection with any 

meeting or proceeding authorized by law. The teleconferenced meeting or proceeding shall comply with all 
requirements of this chapter and all otherwise applicable provisions of law relating to a specific type of meeting or 

proceeding. 

(2) Teleconferencing, as authorized by this section, may be used for all purposes in connection with any meeting 

within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body. All votes taken during a teleconferenced meeting 

shall be by rollcall. 

(3) If the legislative body of a local agency elects to use teleconferencing, it shall post agendas at all 
teleconference locations and conduct teleconference meetings in a manner that protects the statutory and 

constitutional rights of the parties or the public appearing before the legislative body of a local agency. Each 

teleconference location shall be identified in the notice and agenda of the meeting or proceeding, and each 

teleconference location shall be accessible to the public. During the teleconference, at least a quorum of the 

members of the legislative body shall participate from locations within the boundaries of the territory over which 

the local agency exercises jurisdiction, except as provided in subdivision (d). The agenda shall provide an 

opportunity for members of the public to address the legislative body directly pursuant to Section 54954.3 at 
each teleconference location. 

(4) For the purposes of this section, “teleconference” means a meeting of a legislative body, the members of 
which are in different locations, connected by electronic means, through either audio or video, or both. Nothing in 

this section shall prohibit a local agency from providing the public with additional teleconference locations. 

(c) (1) No legislative body shall take action by secret ballot, whether preliminary or final. 

(2) The legislative body of a local agency shall publicly report any action taken and the vote or abstention on that 
action of each member present for the action. 

(3) Prior to taking final action, the legislative body shall orally report a summary of a recommendation for a final 
action on the salaries, salary schedules, or compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits of a local agency 

executive, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 3511.1, during the open meeting in which the final action is to 

be taken. This paragraph shall not affect the public’s right under the California Public Records Act (Chapter 3.5 

(commencing with Section 6250) of Division 7 of Title 1) to inspect or copy records created or received in the 

process of developing the recommendation. 

(d) (1) Notwithstanding the provisions relating to a quorum in paragraph (3) of subdivision (b), if a health 

authority conducts a teleconference meeting, members who are outside the jurisdiction of the authority may be 

counted toward the establishment of a quorum when participating in the teleconference if at least 50 percent of 
the number of members that would establish a quorum are present within the boundaries of the territory over 

which the authority exercises jurisdiction, and the health authority provides a teleconference number, and 

associated access codes, if any, that allows any person to call in to participate in the meeting and the number and 

access codes are identified in the notice and agenda of the meeting. 
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(2) Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed as discouraging health authority members from regularly 

meeting at a common physical site within the jurisdiction of the authority or from using teleconference locations 

within or near the jurisdiction of the authority. A teleconference meeting for which a quorum is established 

pursuant to this subdivision shall be subject to all other requirements of this section. 

(3) For purposes of this subdivision, a health authority means any entity created pursuant to Sections 14018.7, 
14087.31, 14087.35, 14087.36, 14087.38, and 14087.9605 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, any joint 
powers authority created pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 for the 

purpose of contracting pursuant to Section 14087.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, and any advisory 

committee to a county-sponsored health plan licensed pursuant to Chapter 2.2 (commencing with Section 1340) 

of Division 2 of the Health and Safety Code if the advisory committee has 12 or more members. 

(e) This section shall become operative January 1, 2024. 

SEC. 5. Sections 3.1 and 4.1 of this bill incorporate amendments to Section 54953 of the Government Code 

proposed by both this bill and Assembly Bill 339. Those sections of this bill shall only become operative if (1) both 

bills are enacted and become effective on or before January 1, 2022, but this bill becomes operative first, (2) 

each bill amends Section 54953 of the Government Code, and (3) this bill is enacted after Assembly Bill 339, in 

which case Section 54953 of the Government Code, as amended by Sections 3 and 4 of this bill, shall remain 

operative only until the operative date of Assembly Bill 339, at which time Sections 3.1 and 4.1 of this bill shall 
become operative. 

SEC. 6. It is the intent of the Legislature in enacting this act to improve and enhance public access to state and 

local agency meetings during the COVID-19 pandemic and future applicable emergencies, by allowing broader 

access through teleconferencing options consistent with the Governor’s Executive Order No. N-29-20 dated March 

17, 2020, permitting expanded use of teleconferencing during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

SEC. 7. The Legislature finds and declares that Sections 3 and 4 of this act, which amend, repeal, and add 

Section 54953 of the Government Code, further, within the meaning of paragraph (7) of subdivision (b) of Section 

3 of Article I of the California Constitution, the purposes of that constitutional section as it relates to the right of 
public access to the meetings of local public bodies or the writings of local public officials and local agencies. 
Pursuant to paragraph (7) of subdivision (b) of Section 3 of Article I of the California Constitution, the Legislature 

makes the following findings: 

This act is necessary to ensure minimum standards for public participation and notice requirements allowing for 

greater public participation in teleconference meetings during applicable emergencies. 

SEC. 8. (a) The Legislature finds and declares that during the COVID-19 public health emergency, certain 

requirements of the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act (Article 9 (commencing with Section 11120) of Chapter 1 of 
Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code) were suspended by Executive Order N-29-20. Audio and 

video teleconference were widely used to conduct public meetings in lieu of physical location meetings, and public 

meetings conducted by teleconference during the COVID-19 public health emergency have been productive, have 

increased public participation by all members of the public regardless of their location in the state and ability to 

travel to physical meeting locations, have protected the health and safety of civil servants and the public, and 

have reduced travel costs incurred by members of state bodies and reduced work hours spent traveling to and 

from meetings. 

(b) The Legislature finds and declares that Section 1 of this act, which adds and repeals Section 89305.6 of the 

Education Code, Section 2 of this act, which adds and repeals Section 11133 of the Government Code, and 

Sections 3 and 4 of this act, which amend, repeal, and add Section 54953 of the Government Code, all increase 

and potentially limit the public’s right of access to the meetings of public bodies or the writings of public officials 

and agencies within the meaning of Section 3 of Article I of the California Constitution. Pursuant to that 
constitutional provision, the Legislature makes the following findings to demonstrate the interest protected by this 

limitation and the need for protecting that interest: 

(1) By removing the requirement that public meetings be conducted at a primary physical location with a quorum 

of members present, this act protects the health and safety of civil servants and the public and does not 
preference the experience of members of the public who might be able to attend a meeting in a physical location 

over members of the public who cannot travel or attend that meeting in a physical location. 

(2) By removing the requirement for agendas to be placed at the location of each public official participating in a 

public meeting remotely, including from the member’s private home or hotel room, this act protects the personal, 
private information of public officials and their families while preserving the public’s right to access information 

https://14087.38
https://14087.36
https://14087.35
https://14087.31


                  
                  

 

                
                 

  

concerning the conduct of the people’s business. 

SEC. 9. This act is an urgency statute necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or 

safety within the meaning of Article IV of the California Constitution and shall go into immediate effect. The facts 

constituting the necessity are: 

In order to ensure that state and local agencies can continue holding public meetings while providing essential 
services like water, power, and fire protection to their constituents during public health, wildfire, or other states of 
emergencies, it is necessary that this act take effect immediately. 



Desert/Mountain Charter SELPA 
Application for Membership Fiscal Year 2022-2023 

 

• Name: Allegiance STEAM Academy Thrive – Fontana 
 

• Primary Contact: Sebastian Cognetta, Chief Executive Officer  
sebastian.cognetta@asathrive.org   909-465-5405  
 

• Interviewed by D/M Charter SELPA Review Committee: April 21, 2022 
 

• Application Status: Charter organization with two or more successful years of 
operation. Extension of Allegiance STEAM Academy Thrive – Chino with a 
different authorizer.  
 

• Geographical Location: School Site Location TBD – Allegiance STEAM 
Academy Thrive – Fontana will be using the first year of their authorization to 
secure a school site location. This recommendation was granted from authorizer 
Fontana Unified School District.  Allegiance STEAM Academy Thrive – Fontana 
will update D/M Charter SELPA when they secure a location. At which time, a 
team will tour the facility.  
 

• Authorizer: Allegiance STEAM Academy Thrive – Fontana was authorized by 
Fontana Unified School District, 9680 Citrus Avenue Fontana, CA 92335 on April 
6, 2022 for four (4) consecutive school years starting with the 2022-2023 school 
year (2025-2026 is the fourth year of approval)  
 

• Classroom Based:  Yes.  
 

• Grades of Instruction: Transitional Kinder – 8th grade 
 

• Estimated first day of Instruction:  August 15, 2022   TBD 2023-24 School 
Year 
 

• Applied for and/or Denied LEA membership to another SELPA: No. 
Allegiance STEAM Academy Thrive – Fontana reported Desert/Mountain Charter 
SELPA is the only SELPA they have applied to for membership to operate as an 
independent charter for special education purposes.  
 
 
 

mailto:sebastian.cognetta@asathrive.org
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Desert/Mountain Charter SELPA Application for Membership 

Self-Assessment (Step 3) 
 
Please complete the following SELF-Assessment.  

● Reason for Applying: Describe your rationale and/or reason(s) for applying to join the D/M 
Charter SELPA. Include reason(s) for leaving your current SELPA.       
Allegiance Fontana is applying to join the D/M Charter SELPA because of the D/M Charter 
SELPA’s reputation for supporting the delivery of high-quality special education programs 
and services to students with disabilities in the most effective manner practicable. 
Allegiance Chino, a member of D/M Charter SELPA since its inception in 2018, continues to 
receive invaluable guidance and training from the DM Charter SELPA. For the purposes of 
efficiency, coordination, and alignment, having both Allegiance Fontana and Allegiance 
Chino as members of D/M Charter SELPA will allow both schools to provide the highest 
quality special education programs and services to our students. The Allegiance Fontana 
petitioners are familiar with the D/M Charter SELPA staff, practices, and procedures. 
Furthermore, the D/M Charter SELPA staff are familiar with the Allegiance team having 
supported Allegiance since 2018.  
 

● Self-Ranking: Legal Obligations - A special education program requires that you implement 
appropriate child find activities, provide general education program modifications, refer 
students for assessment, conduct assessments and develop Individualized Education 
Programs (IEPs) for identified students.   
 
Using the Self-Ranking Key below, please rank your current status in terms of each of 
the following special education mandates.  
Include your ranking number in the box next to each area. Then elaborate on your ranking 
by describing in detail, your specific site-based procedures for each of these areas listed 
below.  Attach evidence (policies, form examples, handbooks, CASEMIS/CALPADS data, 
etc.).   
 

o SELF-RANKING KEY:  
1 = COMPLIANT   
2 = IN DEVELOPMENT PHASE   
3 = NEED ASSISTANCE 

 
1. 1 Child Find Activities – policies, parent handbooks, postings, etc.   

See ASA Thrive website: Annual Special Education Notification 
ASA STT Guide (pdf in shared folder)    
 

2. 2 General Education Program Modifications – descriptive narrative of implementation and 
philosophy.     
ASA Fontana will implement a collaborative model between special and general education 
teachers. General education teachers collaborate with education specialists to develop 

http://asathrive.org/docs/ASA-Special_Education_Parental_Notification.pdf
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IEPs with appropriate goals, supports and services based on each student's documented 
abilities and needs.  
Special education teachers will, when appropriate, work in regular classrooms or in a 
separate setting to provide additional support for students with disabilities. 
Paraprofessionals are trained to deliver SAI in the general education classroom, providing 
both academic and behavior support and instruction, at the direction and under the 
supervision of special education case managers and in collaboration with general education 
teachers. The school will seek to include all students in the general education setting to the 
maximum extent appropriate according to their IEPs. A special day class setting will also be 
established and staffed by an education specialist with the required credential and a team 
of trained paraprofessionals to support student’s academic, behavioral and functional 
progress. Students in the SDC setting will be included with grade level peers to the greatest 
extent possible, including enrichment classes (STEAM Lab, World Language, 
Music/Drama), physical education, recess, lunch, and school day activities. If the student’s 
needs, as documented on the IEP, require a program other than inclusion, the school shall 
work with the District, San Bernardino County Office of Education, and/or its SELPA to 
provide appropriate placement and services. ASA Fontana will consider all of the placement 
options documented in a student’s IEP.  
 

3. 1 Referral Process including Student Study Team model and RTI –with examples of forms 
and procedures used.  
ASA SST Forms: 

ASA SST Guide (.pdf in shared folder – item 17d)    
ASA SST Referral Form (.pdf in shared folder – item 17e) 

D/M SELPA Special Education Referral Forms:  
D/M 57, Referral for Special Education (.pdf in shared folder – item 17f) 
D/M 58, Educational History (.pdf in shared folder – item 17g) 
D/M 59, Checklist for Student Observation (.pdf in shared folder – item 17h) 
D/M 70, Utilized Interventions (.pdf in shared folder – item 17i) 

 
4. 1 Assessment includes a description of personnel responsible for the assessment by name 

and title or agency providing the service as well as assessment tools used.    
Allegiance Employees: 
- School Psychologist 

- Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children -5th (WISC 5th Ed) 
- Behavior Assessment System for Children, Second Edition (BASC-2) Teacher and 

Parent Scales 
- Test of Auditory Processing (TAPS-3) 
- Test of Visual Processing (TVPS) 
- Beery Buktenica Developmental Test of Visual-Motor Integration (Beery VMI) 
- CTONI-2 (Comprehensive Test of Nonverbal Intelligence) 
- Wide Range Assessment of Memory and Learing-2 
- Differential Ability Scales-2 
- Autism DOS 
- CONNERS-3 
- Children’s Depression Inventory-2 
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-  Adaptive Behavior Assessment System-Second Edition (ABAS-II) 
- Children’s Manifest Anxiety Scale-2 Second Edition (RCMAS-2) 
- GILLIAM AUTISM RATING SCALE-SECOND EDITION (GARS-II) 

- Education Specialists 
- Woodcock Johnson Tests of Achievement- IV 
- Kaufman Test of Educational Achievement-3 

- Speech Language Pathologist  
- CASL-2 
- Preschool Language Scales 5th Edition 
- Goldman Fristoe Test of Articulation-3 
- HAPP-3: Hodson Assessment of Phonological Patterns-Third Edition 
- (TOPL-2) Test of Pragmatic Language, Second Edition 
- TAPS-4: A Language Processing Skills Assessment 
- Social Language Development Test-Adolescent 
- Expressive One-Word Picture Vocabulary Test 
- Receptive One-Word Picture Vocabulary Test 

- Adaptive Physical Education 
- Peabody Developmental Motor Scales- Second Edition (PDSM-2) 
- Competency Testing for Adapted Physical Education: CTAPE 
- Test of Gross Motor Development TGMD-2 
- Brockport Physical Fitness Test 

Contracted Providers 
- Occupational Therapy (Sunny Kids Therapy) 

- The Print Tool Standardized Handwriting Assessment 
- Bruininks-Oseretsky Test of Motor Proficiency- 2nd Edition (BOT-2) Sensory Profile 2 
- Beery test of Visual Motor Integration (VMI) 

- Physical Therapy (Kids First Pediatric Therapy) 
- Bruininks-Oseretsky Test of Motor Proficiency- 2nd Edition (BOT-2) Sensory Profile 2 

- Orientation and Mobility (Braille Abilities) 
 

5. 2 Development of an appropriate IEP. Provide blank copies of your current/proposed IEP 
forms and redacted copies of a completed Annual and Triennial with supporting documents.  
Special education staff collaborate with general education teacher, service providers and 
other IEP team members to review goal progress, collect current performance, strengths 
and concerns, develop specific, measurable, achievable and relevant annual goals, discuss 
and include appropriate supports and accommodations, and come to an agreement on 
services to meet the proposed goals in areas of need. Staff are proficient with all DM 
SELPA forms in WebIEP for IEP development.  

Proposed IEP Forms_Blank (.pdf in shared folder – item 15)    
 

6. 1 Suspension and expulsion data, procedures and policies.  
 
See ASA Thrive website: Student Discipline Policy      
 

 

http://asathrive.org/docs/ASA_Student_Discipline_Policy_Due_Process-4_8_19.pdf
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● Self-Ranking: Provision of Services -Using the key below, please rank your current status 
in terms of providing each of the following special education services and place this rank in 
the box next to each area. Then please elaborate in writing on your ranking by describing 
your current special education services and understanding of each area 
 

o SELF-RANKING KEY:  
1 = PROVIDING SERVICES  
2 = CONTRACTING FOR SERVICES  
3 = NEED ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING OR PROVIDING SERVICES 
 

1. 1 Resource Specialist Services-Specialized Academic Instruction (SAI).      
SAI is provided by mild-moderate or moderate-severe educational specialists, depending 
on the student’s disability. Services are delivered in two separate settings and within the 
general education setting. Separate settings include an SDC classroom staffed by a 
moderate-severe specialist and a resource pull-out classroom staffed by mild-moderate 
specialists. In addition, education specialists provide instruction in the general education 
class where appropriate as well as supervise and direct paraprofessionals to provide SAI in 
the general education setting, including classrooms and outdoor community settings, such 
as recess.  
 

2. 1 & 2 Designated Instruction and Services-Speech and Language Therapy (1), Adaptive 
Physical Education (1), Occupational/Physical Therapy (2), Counseling (1), Sign Language 
Interpreting (3), Vision & Hearing Specialists (2), etc.  
ASA Fontana’s staffing model includes Speech Language Therapists, a Counselor and an 
Adaptive PE teacher. (2) ASA Fontana’s plan is to contract for Occupational/Physical 
Therapy, Sign Language, and Vision & Hearing services. 
     

3. 1 Non-severe Special Day Class-SDC for students with learning disabilities requiring 
greater than 50% SAI.      
One SDC classroom staffed by a moderate-severe specialist with trained 
paraprofessionals.  
 

4. 1 Severe Special Day Class-SDC for students with severe physical, medical, emotional 
disturbance and/or significant developmental delays requiring intensive services requiring 
greater than 50% SAI.  
One SDC classroom staffed by a moderate-severe specialist with trained 
paraprofessionals.     
 

5. 1 Inclusion Services-Supported full-time placement in general education classes for 
students with severe disabilities.      
Supports include: 1:1 paraprofessional, 1:1 LVN, regular collaboration with case manager, 
push-in and pull-out specialized related services. 
 

6. 1 Related Services (e.g. speech and language therapy, adaptive physical education, 
occupational/physical therapy, counseling, sign language interpreting (3), etc.)   
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ASA Fontana employs an SLP and SLPA to provide speech and language assessments 
and therapy. Adaptive PE and Counseling are provided by ASA employees.  Additional 
related services, including Occupational and Physical Therapies, and nursing are 
contracted through independent contractors or non-public agencies.   
 

7. 3 Placement in a nonpublic school/agency (NPS/NPA) or residential treatment center (RTC) 
and financial implications associated with these placements.  
ASA Fontana would seek DM Charter SELPA support in obtaining an NPS/NPA placement 
should the placement be needed. A significant reserve is incorporated into each year of 
ASA Fontana’s forecasted budget in order to absorb the financial implication of NPS 
placement(s).  
 

8. 1 Transportation for students with special needs in order to access special education 
services‑description of your school plan to provide this.   
ASA Fontana would consider the following options should the need for transportation arise: 
contracting with local district, contracting with county office of education, contracting with 
private provider: Hop Skip Drive, providing our own transportation. 
 

9. 1 Implementation of IEP including Extended School Year.  
ASA Fontana staff are trained to implement IEPs and are prepared to provide Extended 
School Year for students who are eligible. During the school year, IEP teams monitor 
students' regression of skills and rate or recoupment after extended breaks to determine 
eligibility. ASA Fontana staffs its ESY program with its own employees and service 
providers. ESY takes place for 20 school days following the end of the regular term. 
 

10. 1 Participation in Statewide Assessments.  

ASA Fontana staff are trained to identify appropriate accommodations based on student 
needs and to implement accommodations outlined in the IEP. Education specialists are 
trained to administer the CAASPP and ELPAC, including alternate assessments for each. 

 
Compliance/Capacity 
 
Provide a detailed written narrative explaining your understanding and experience with the 
following areas. Please attach site-specific forms and policies to support your explanation: 

● Special Education   
Allegiance Fontana recognizes its responsibility to enroll and support students with 
disabilities. Allegiance Fontana will comply with all applicable state and federal laws in 
serving students with disabilities. When students enroll at Allegiance Fontana, part of the 
registration process is to ascertain whether a student has an active IEP; from parents, prior 
school districts and through a search of CALPADS records. Additionally, professional 
development and training is provided for all teachers and relevant staff on the RTI and 
MTSS frameworks which inform our SST process to meet our Child Find obligations as an 
LEA. The robust SST process of documenting and providing interventions helps identify 
students for initial referral to evaluation for special education eligibility. 
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Leadership staff have thorough experience training and implementing processes described 
above. Lead staff, including administrators and teachers, with experience implementing the 
inclusion-model program outlined in the ASA Fontana charter petition, will design and 
implement training and on-going support for staff at Allegiance Fontana.  
Furthermore, case managers collaborate regularly with all involved parties (i.e. parents, 
teachers, administration, paraprofessionals, service providers) to maintain a keen 
knowledge of students’ progress and address challenges in real time as they arise, 
amending plans as necessary.  
  
 

● Section 504       
ASA Thrive Fontana recognizes its responsibility to enroll and support students with 
disabilities. ASA Thrive Fontana will comply with all applicable state and federal laws in 
serving students with disabilities. When students first enroll at ASA Thrive Fontana, part of 
the registration process is to ascertain whether a student has an active 504 Plan; from 
parents, prior school districts and through a search of CALPADS records. Additionally, 
professional development and training is provided for all teachers and relevant staff on 
Section 504 requirements and how to support students with disabilities in their classrooms. 
Lead staff, including administrators and teachers, have experience developing and 
implementing appropriate Section 504 Plans. 
See: 

Section 504 Plan Template (.pdf in shared folder – item 17c) 
Section 504 Parent Safeguards (.pdf in shared folder – item 17b) 

 
● Due Process – list any specific cases and the outcomes, as well as the budgetary planning 

related to unexpected liabilities related to the due process       
The budgetary planning process for ASA Thrive Fontana includes a $90 per ADA ($36,000 
in Year 1) allocation towards annual legal fees as well as an overall forecasted annual 
surplus of 8% of all revenue. The 8% revenue surplus, 3% above the statutorily required 
5%, provides additional funds for unexpected liabilities.  
 

● State Complaints – your understanding of your financial responsibility, the process, how 
many, what issues, if any, and outcomes of any investigations      
Federal law requires that each state develop and implement procedures for investigating 
and resolving complaints regarding Special Education in public schools. LEA’s are 
responsible for cooperating with investigations and providing requested material in a timely 
manner. If an investigation’s conclusion is that the LEA was/is out of compliance, the LEA 
may be required to, for example, reimburse complainants or provide compensatory 
services. 
 

● Office of Civil Rights (OCR) Complaints - your understanding of your financial responsibility, 
the process, how many, what issues, if any, and outcomes of any investigations       
OCR Complaints are filed with the US Department of Health & Human Services when it is 
believed that a government agency, including public schools, have discriminated against 
the individual or someone else unlawfully. OCR Complaints are investigated and if 
substantiated may result in the school being required to take corrective action. 
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● Are your facilities ADA compliant and/or the plan you have adopted to move toward 

compliance?      
ASA Fontana is in the process of securing an ADA compliant facility. 
 

● Special Education Total ADA: 
ASA Thrive Fontana is projected to have a Special Education rate of 13% of enrollment. 
The following is a forecast of enrollment and ADA for the school.  
 

Forecast 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 

Total 
Enrollment 

420 630 750 840 840 

Total ADA 
(95%) 

399 598.5 712.5 798 798 

Special 
Education 
Enrollment 
(13%) 

54.6 81.9 97.5 109.2 109.2 

Special 
Education 
ADA 

51.87 77.805 92.625 103.74 103.74 

  
 

● List of the types of disabilities served: (list on Excel spreadsheet and attach)  
See excel sheet  titled: Anticipated Disabilities - based on FUSD Special Education 
Eligibilities served in shared Drive Folder. 
 

● Who is/are your identified special education administrator(s)? Describe their special 
education background, special education credentials, and training and experience in 
special education administration and legal issues. Has Administrative Designee Training 
been completed for those who will be acting in this position? If no, when will this occur?      
The following are the administrators responsible for overseeing the Special Education 
program at ASA Thrive schools: 
Callie Moreno, Ed.D.: Dr. Moreno has overseen the Special Education program at 
Allegiance Chino since its inception. As the Director of Educational Programs, Dr. Moreno 
oversees the implementation of the educational programs outlined in the initial Allegiance 
STEAM Academy charter petition. She has led a close-knit team to realize a Special 
Education program, the Think Tank, that prides itself on relationships between practitioners, 
students, and families, bringing together multiple perspectives to make complex decisions 
in the best interest of students. 
Celeste Cardenas, M.Ed.: Celeste Cardenas started at Allegiance Chino in its founding 
year as a special education teacher. She holds Mild/Moderate and Moderate/Severe 
Education Specialist credentials. Prior to teaching at Allegiance, Celeste taught at a non-
public school in San Diego where she gained significant experience in supporting student 
behaviors. She has taught in Allegiance’s SDC setting, as well as served as case manager 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1gZnwxtaY_JnVTHCMH0YB58BVUz4xb4tImxLBMVn6zR4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1gZnwxtaY_JnVTHCMH0YB58BVUz4xb4tImxLBMVn6zR4/edit?usp=sharing
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for students in the General Education setting. In 2021-22, Celeste became the Coordinator 
of Special Programs at Allegiance, where she now oversees Special Education day to day 
operations. 
 

● List the special education professional development your site has provided/will provide for 
general education and special education staff and parents the past two years and planned 
for the following two school years  
Our professional development plan includes staff-led sessions as well as several offerings 
from outside providers. Professional Development will include:  

● Inclusion collaboration  
● Inclusion co-teaching models 
● Behavior plans and supports 
● De-escalation strategies  
● Least to Most Prompting 
● Using visual supports 
● Data collection & documentation 
● Role of paraprofessional in classroom 
● Meeting SEL needs of staff and students  

Staff Development from 3rd party providers, (for example, CAHELP, DM SELPA, Young 
Minney and Corr, LLC; San Bernardino County Office of Ed; Riverside County Office of Ed; 
Charter School Development Center, and more) includes:  

● Disability Awareness 
● WebIEP - technical training & content development 
● Development of a defensible IEP 
● Data collection and development of FBAs and BIPs 
● Alternative Dispute Resolution 
● Effective reading instruction  
● Dyslexia - Identification, Assessment 
● CPI certification  

 
● Do you use alternative dispute resolution and/or what is your process for settling disputes? 

Please describe in written narrative your site-specific process    

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act encourages the use of mediation to resolve 
disputes between parents of children with disabilities and schools. Allegiance’s alternative 
dispute resolution (ADR) process is one that aims to create mutually satisfying solutions for 
resolving conflicts through specific strategies and interventions. ADR uses communication, 
collaboration, and mediation to produce an agreement that meets the interests of both 
parents and the school. Through training and resources provided by D/M Charter SELPA, 
Allegiance continues to revise and improve its ADR process.  

Pupil Count Data 

The data provided for Allegiance Fontana are projected counts based on the most recent eligibility 
data available for Fontana Unified School District. Using Fontana’s eligibility data, the following 
counts are projected based on the following assumptions: 
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Projected Enrollment in 2023-24 School Year: 630; Special Education rate of 13% 
 

Anticipated Disabilities based on 
FUSD Special Education Eligibilities 
Served 

Projected 
Count 

Intellectual Disability(MR) 5.63 

Hard of Hearing(HH) 0.6 

Deaf(DEAF) 0.22 

Speech or Language Impairment(SLI) 16.37 

Visual Impairment(VI) 0.22 

Emotional Disturbance(ED) 0.65 

Orthopedic Impairment(OI) 0.45 

Other Health Impairment(OHI) 7.05 

Specific Learning Disability(SLD) 39.87 

Deaf- Blindness(DB) 0 

Multiple Disability(MD) 1.72 

Autism(AUT) 9.09 

Traumatic Brain Injury(TBI) 0.00 

Total 81.9 

 

Financial Information - Special Education Budget 
 

● Certificated Salaries for current fiscal year: n/a          
● Proposed Certificated Salaries:  $67,000 average budgeted salary by position 
● Classified Salaries for current fiscal year: n/a      
● Proposed Classified Salaries:  $21,000 
● Employee Benefits for current fiscal year: n/a       
● Proposed Employee Benefits: STRS or PERS; Full Medical, Dental, Vision for eligible 

employees          
● Books and Supplies for current fiscal year: n/a       
● Proposed books and supplies:  $75,000         
● Services and other operating expenses for current fiscal year: n/a     
● Proposed Services and other operating expenses: $200,000  
● Capital Outlay for current fiscal year: n/a   

https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/SpecEd/gls_SpecEd.htm#dis0
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/SpecEd/gls_SpecEd.htm#dis1
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/SpecEd/gls_SpecEd.htm#dis2
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/SpecEd/gls_SpecEd.htm#dis3
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/SpecEd/gls_SpecEd.htm#dis4
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/SpecEd/gls_SpecEd.htm#dis5
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/SpecEd/gls_SpecEd.htm#dis6
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/SpecEd/gls_SpecEd.htm#dis7
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/SpecEd/gls_SpecEd.htm#dis8
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/SpecEd/gls_SpecEd.htm#dis9
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/SpecEd/gls_SpecEd.htm#dis10
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/SpecEd/gls_SpecEd.htm#dis11
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/SpecEd/gls_SpecEd.htm#dis12
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● Capital Outlay for 2022-23 proposed:  $362,900    
● Total Budget for current year: n/a       
● Total Budget for 2022-23 proposed: Total forecasted revenues: $5,297,007: Total 

forecasted expenditures: $4,835,526  

ACCOUNTING  
Do you provide your own internal accounting services? Yes/No:   No    If so, please 
provide the following information for the Contracted Accounting Services Firm.       

1. Primary Contact: Marisol Felix 
2. Title: Director of Client Finance    
3. Email: mfelix@charterimpact.com  
4. Mailing Address: 8500 Balboa Blvd., Suite 140, Northridge, CA 91325 
5. Telephone Number: (888) 474-0322 Ext. 129        

 

mailto:mfelix@charterimpact.com


Program and Cost Comparison between Faucette and SEIS for 2022-23 school year 

Faucette Micro Systems  SEIS 
SELPA System II 
Core 

$4.98/pp  $8.50/pp +25% set 
up/training 

 $4.98 x 15,204 = 
$75,715.92 

 $8.50 x 15,204 =  
$129,234 

+25% set up 
w/Admin and 
Provider training 

CALPADS 
Integration 

$1.00/pp x 15,204 = 
$15,204 

 INCLUDED  

Service Logs $1.00/pp x 15,204 = 
$15,204 

 INCLUDED  

Spanish WebIEP $6,000  INCLUDED State SELPA Forms 
Forms 
Programming 

$1250/page + $95/hr  INCLUDED State SELPA Forms 

Fytek PDF Report 
Writer 

$535 Annual Renewal  INCLUDED  

ADD Ons: 
SIS Integration Separate Contact w/LEA  1-way $3,000 set up + 

.75/pp 
2-way 44,000 set 
up + $1.50/pp 

DRDP Currently use online  INCLUDED  
Electronic Signature DocuSign approx. $800k 

for 3 years 
 INCLUDED  

SST/504 Module Separate Contact w/LEA  $1.00/pp based on CBEDS + 
25% setup fee 

 

Medi-Cal Billing N/A  Exported to SEIS Medi-Cal 
billing 

 

Service Logs $1.00/pp (See above)  INCLUDED  
TOMS Testing file SQL add on tech support  INCLUDED  
IFSPs Recent programming to 

add to WebIEP 
 $3,000 set up +.75/pp Uses State SELPA 

Infant forms  
Training Timeline 

Admin Training provided by SEIS (2), Provider Training provided by SEIS (2) 
The sooner the contract is signed, the better but here is a tentative timeline 
January 24, 2023 SEIS Intro/Demo to SELPA  

(part of the MIS mtg)  
April Contract Signed (sooner is better) 
April/May Zoom meeting for Dataload Overview 
By June  1st (approx.) Phase 1 SELPA, District, School Info to SEIS 
Early June (approx.) Phase 2 Users info to SEIS 
Mid-June (approx.) Phase 3 Student Demographics info to SEIS 
CALPADS EOY4 Certification CALPADS Data to be sent to SEIS  
  
Once Calpads data is uploaded, Admin and Provider Trainings will be scheduled for July/August.  

Once initial SEIS provided trainings are completed, SELPA will take over future trainings (replacing 
WebIEP trainings)  
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DESERT/MOUNTAIN SPECIAL EDUCATION LOCAL PLAN AREA 
DESERT/MOUNTAIN CHARTER SPECIAL EDUCATION LOCAL PLAN AREA 
17800 HIGHWAY 18 • APPLE VALLEY, CA  92307 
 (760) 552-6700 • (760) 242-5363 FAX 

 

Behavioral Emergency Report (BER) 
DIRECTIONS: Review/complete the information below and mark the appropriate box. Forward the completed Behavioral Emergency Report (BER) to the site 
administrator and to the director of special education for review. The director of special education will forward the information to SELPA (Attn: MIS Support Analyst). 
Please note that a BER must be completed immediately whenever an emergency intervention is used (such as a Pro-ACT®/CPI approved behavioral restraint/seclusion) 
or serious property damage occurs. The parent(s)/guardian(s) and residential care provider, if applicable, must be notified of the incident within one school day. 

(NOTE: The existing law requires the IEP team to consider the use of positive behavioral interventions and supports to address behaviors that impede the learning of 
the child and others. U.S.C. 1414(d)(d)(B)(i) and EC 56521.2) 

 If the student does not have a behavioral plan (Behavioral Intervention Plan - BIP):  If a behavioral emergency report is written regarding an individual with 
exceptional needs who does not have a behavioral intervention plan, the designated responsible administrator shall, within two days, schedule an individualized 
education program (IEP) team meeting to review the emergency report, to determine the necessity for a functional behavioral assessment, and to determine the 
necessity for an interim plan. The IEP team shall document the reasons for not conducting the functional behavioral assessment, not developing an interim plan, 
or both. EC 56521.1(g) 

 If the student has a behavioral intervention plan (BIP):  If a behavioral emergency report is written regarding an individual with exceptional needs who has a 
positive behavioral intervention plan, an incident involving a previously unseen serious behavior problem, or where a previously designed intervention is 
ineffective, shall be referred to the IEP team to review and determine if the incident constitutes a need to modify the positive behavioral intervention plan. EC 
56521.1(h) 

 

Student Name:       Age:       Gender:  Male  Female 
Race/Ethnicity:       LEA of Attendance:       LEA of Residence:       

Date of Incident:       Time of Incident:       Setting and Location of Incident:       
Staff or Other Persons Involved:       
    

Describe the incident: (including, in specific terms, the triggers of the challenging behavior, the types of non-verbal, verbal, and/or physical 
(behavioral restraint and/or seclusion) interventions that were used by team members from least to most restrictive, and student and staff debriefing)  
      

 

Explain the details of injuries sustained by the student(s) and staff: 
      

 

Explain any serious property damage that was sustained during the incident (ex: school wall graffiti, broken windows/furniture, damage to walls or 
personal property of others): 
      

 

IEP meeting scheduled: Date:       Time:       
    

Report completed by:       Title/Position:       

A copy of the Behavioral Emergency Report was provided to the following: 
 Site Administrator Date/Time:        phone  fax  e-mail  other:       
 Parent/Guardian (within 1 school day) Date/Time:        phone  fax  e-mail  other:       
 Special Education Director Date/Time:        phone  fax  e-mail  other:       
 SELPA Date/Time:        phone  fax  e-mail  other:       

 



 



 



COUNTY REFERRAL PROCEDURES 

SBCSS Desert/Mountain Operations (DMOPs) Referral Procedures (draft 8/2022) 1 

Desert/Mountain Operations or “County” provides educational settings and services to students 

severely impacted by their disability and who require specialized academic instruction (SAI). 

There may be times when a student’s access to the curriculum requires significant 

accommodations that cannot be met within the local education agency (LEA). The LEA can 

make a referral into a program operated by County when such a class is not operated by the 

LEA. 

Pre-Referral  

Local Education Agency (LEA) Responsibility 

1. Convene an Individualized Education Program (IEP) meeting to discuss and consider the

continuum of placement options and/or services. Invite a County representative to the

IEP meeting to discuss available programs and to contribute to the discussion of

continuum programs, placement, and service options. In the event County is unable to

attend the meeting, the LEA shall present a description and/or informational materials

about the available County programs/services and rationale for placement dependent on

the student’s unique needs. The only exception to the above-mentioned is the referral for

itinerant and preschool assessments.

2. Complete the SBCSS Desert/Mountain Operations (DMOPs) Referral form (DM 85) and

obtain the signatures of the person making the referral and the director of special

education.

Referral Procedures 

Forward the following completed referral packet to County via sbcss_referral@sbcss.net and 

include the following: 

• DM 85 – SBCSS Desert/Mountain Operations Referral form

• DM 63 – Complete the Authorization for Use and/or Disclosure of Information form and

obtain the parent/guardian signature. Specify the receiving agency’s name if known. If

not, leave the field blank

• IEP or IEP addendum dated within one year of the referral for County placement (annual

and triennial IEP needs to be current)

• Psycho-educational evaluation dated within three years of the referral for County

placement

• If the last triennial was completed with a Triennial Assessment Determination form (DM

119), to include the last psycho-educational report

mailto:sbcss_referral@sbcss.net


COUNTY REFERRAL PROCEDURES 

SBCSS Desert/Mountain Operations (DMOPs) Referral Procedures (draft 8/2022) 2 

• All current related services assessments (APE, AT, AAC, OT, PT, SLP)

• Deaf and Hard of Hearing audiogram

• Vision Impaired Ophthalmologist report

• Any additional information (BIP, FBA, health plan, doctor reports, immunizations)

Timeline for Services 

Upon approval of the completed referral packet, the LEA in collaboration with the DMOPs Area 

Director shall schedule a placement IEP within ten (10) days of receipt of the referral packet. 

NOTE: It is encumbent on the LEA to provide a completed referral packet to County in order to 

initiate timely service(s) and placement. Incomplete referrals shall be returned to the LEA for 

completion. 
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GOVERNANCE COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Allegiance STEAM Academy – Sebastian Cognetta, Callie Moreno, Desert Trails Preparatory Academy (DTPA) 
& LaVerne Elementary Preparatory Academy (LEPA) – Debra Tarver, Helendale SD – Ross Swearingen, 
Hesperia USD – David Olney, Silver Valley USD – Jesse Najera, Snowline USD – Ryan Holman, Victor 
Elementary SD – Lori Clark, and Victor Valley Union HSD – Ron Williams. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
Kelly Jung – Aveson Global and Aveson School of Leaders, Jennifer Alvarado – San Bernardino County 
Superintendent of Schools, Brenda Congo – Taylion High Desert Academy, and Michelle Romaine – Virtual Prep 
Academy. 
 
CAHELP JPA STAFF PRESENT: 
Jamie Adkins, Pam Bender, Heidi Chavez, Peggy Dunn, Marina Gallegos, Kami Murphy, Kathleen Peters, Guille 
Robles, and Adrienne Shepherd-Myles. 
 
1.0 CALL TO ORDER 
 

The regular meeting of the California Association of Health and Education Linked Professions Joint 
Powers Authority (CAHELP JPA) Governance Council was called to order by Chairperson Ross 
Swearingen at 10:07 a.m. at the Desert/Mountain Educational Service Center, Apple Valley. 
 

2.0 ROLL CALL 
 
3.0 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

None. 
 

4.0 ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 

4.1 BE IT RESOLVED that a motion was made by Debbie Tarver, seconded by Sebastian Cognetta, 
to approve the May 20, 2022 CAHELP JPA Governance Council Meeting Agenda as presented. 
The motion carried on the following vote: 8:0: Ayes: Clark, Cognetta, Holman, Najera, Olney, 
Swearingen, Tarver, and Williams, Nays: None, Abstentions: None. 

 
5.0 PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

5.1 Desert/Mountain SELPA Annual Service Plan (ACTION) 
 

Pam Bender reported California Education Code requires that an Annual Service Plan be approved 
by the CAHELP JPA Governance Council as part of the Local Plan. The 2022-23 Annual Service 
Plan describes all special education services currently provided in the Desert/Mountain SELPA 
broken down by type, location, and level of severity. 
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5.1.1 BE IT RESOLVED that a motion was made by Lori Clark, seconded by Sebastian 
Cognetta, to approve the Desert/Mountain SELPA 2022-23 Annual Service Plan as 
presented.  The motion carried on the following vote: 8:0: Ayes: Clark, Cognetta, 
Holman, Najera, Olney, Swearingen, Tarver, and Williams, Nays: None, Abstentions: 
None. 

 
5.2 Desert/Mountain SELPA Annual Budget Plan (ACTION) 
 

Pam Bender reported California Education Code requires that an Annual Budget Plan be approved 
by the CAHELP Governance Council as part of the Local Plan. The 2022-23 Annual Budget Plan 
describes the revenues and expenditures for special education for all local education agencies in 
the Desert/Mountain SELPA. 
 
5.2.1 BE IT RESOLVED that a motion was made by Sebastian Cognetta, seconded by 

Debbie Tarver, to approve the Desert/Mountain SELPA 2022-23 Annual Budget Plan 
as presented.  The motion carried on the following vote: 8:0: Ayes: Clark, Cognetta, 
Holman, Najera, Olney, Swearingen, Tarver, and Williams, Nays: None, Abstentions: 
None.  

 
5.3 Desert/Mountain Charter SELPA Annual Service Plan (ACTION) 

 
Pam Bender reported California Education Code requires that an Annual Service Plan be approved 
by the CAHELP JPA Governance Council as part of the Local Plan. The 2022-23 Annual Service 
Plan describes all special education services currently provided in the Desert/Mountain Charter 
SELPA broken down by type, location, and level of severity. 

5.3.1 BE IT RESOLVED that a motion was made by Sebastian Cognetta, seconded by 
Debbie Tarver, to approve the Desert/Mountain Charter SELPA 2022-23 Annual 
Service Plan as presented.  The motion carried on the following vote: 8:0: Ayes: Clark, 
Cognetta, Holman, Najera, Olney, Swearingen, Tarver, and Williams, Nays: None, 
Abstentions: None. 

5.4 Desert/Mountain Charter SELPA Annual Budget Plan (ACTION) 
 

Pam Bender reported California Education Code requires that an Annual Budget Plan be approved 
by the CAHELP JPA Governance Council as part of the Local Plan. The 2022-23 Annual Budget 
Plan describes the revenues and expenditures for special education services currently for all local 
education agencies in the Desert/Mountain Charter SELPA. 
 
5.4.1 BE IT RESOLVED that a motion was made by Sebastian Cognetta, seconded by 

Debbie Tarver, to approve the Desert/Mountain Charter SELPA 2022-23 Annual 
Budget Plan as presented.  The motion carried on the following vote: 8:0: Ayes: Clark, 
Cognetta, Holman, Najera, Olney, Swearingen, Tarver, and Williams, Nays: None, 
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Abstentions: None. 
 
6.0 PRESENTATIONS 

6.1 2022-23 County Operated Special Education Fee-For-Service Budget 

Jennifer Alvarado presented the 2022-23 County Operated Special Education Fee-For-Service 
Budget.  She stated the budget was developed using agency wide budget assumptions with an 
estimated 3% Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) on salary step column that is included for all 
the contracted salaries.  Also included is 5% increase on medical, dental, vision, and life 
insurances, an increase to CALPERS, and an indirect cost rate of 8.95%.  Jennifer explained the 
Excess Cost is what determines the fee-for-service rate by dividing the amount by the number of 
students that are anticipated to be served throughout the different Fee-for-Service categories.   

7.0 INFORMATION / ACTION 
 
7.1 Assembly Bill 361 Exemptions to Brown Act Virtual Meeting Requirements (ACTION) 

 
Ross Swearingen reported Assembly Bill (AB) 361 requires local agencies to consider the 
circumstances of the state of emergency and make the following findings by a majority vote: 1) 
the state of emergency continues to directly impact the ability of the members to meet safely in 
person; or 2) state or local officials continue to impose or recommend measures to promote social 
distancing. 
 
7.1.1 BE IT RESOLVED that a motion was made by David Olney, seconded by Sebastian 

Cognetta, to approve the Assembly Bill 361 Exemptions to Brown Act Virtual Meeting 
Requirements be approved as presented.  The motion carried on the following vote:  
8:0: Ayes: Clark, Cognetta, Holman, Najera, Olney, Swearingen, Tarver, and Williams, 
Nays: None, Abstentions: None. 

 
7.2 Appointment of Officers of the CAHELP JPA Governance Council – FY 2022-23 (ACTION) 

 
Ross Swearingen reported Article IV of the CAHELP JPA Bylaws specifies that annually the 
Governance Council shall organize, elect officers including a chair and vice-chair(s) from its 
members, with the secretary designated pursuant to Article VI. The elected officers will assume 
their roles and responsibilities as of July 1 of the next fiscal year. There was discussion centered 
on the selection of these two officers.  
 
7.2.1 BE IT RESOLVED that a motion was made by Debbie Tarver, seconded by Jesse 

Najera, to select Ross Swearingen as the chairperson of the CAHELP JPA Governance 
Council effective July 1, 2022.  The motion carried on the following vote: 8:0: Ayes: 
Clark, Cognetta, Holman, Najera, Olney, Swearingen, Tarver, and Williams, Nays: 
None, Abstentions: None. 
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7.2.2 BE IT RESOLVED that a motion was made by Sebastian Cognetta, seconded by 

David Olney, to select Debra Tarver as the vice-chairperson of the CAHELP JPA 
Governance Council effective July 1, 2022.  The motion carried on the following vote: 
8:0: Ayes: Clark, Cognetta, Holman, Najera, Olney, Swearingen, Tarver, and Williams, 
Nays: None, Abstentions: None. 

 
7.3 Proposed 2022-23 CAHELP, D/M SELPA, D/M Charter SELPA, and D/M Children’s Center 

Budgets (ACTION) 
 

Pam Bender called on Marina Gallegos to present the proposed 2022-23 CAHELP, SELPA, 
Charter SELPA and DMCC budgets for regional services administered by the SELPA office 
include the primary services provided through program specialists/regional services, X-pot, 
clinical counseling, SELPA regional services, and DMCC.  In reviewing and approving the 
budgets, the Governance Council designates and supports the staff and operational expenses 
necessary to carry out the functions of the SELPAs as designated in the Local Plans. 
 
7.3.1 BE IT RESOLVED that a motion was made by Sebastian Cognetta, seconded by 

David Olney, to approve the Proposed 2022-23 CAHELP, D/M SELPA, D/M Charter 
SELPA, and D/M Children’s Center Budgets as presented.  The motion carried on the 
following vote: 8:0: Ayes: Clark, Cognetta, Holman, Najera, Olney, Swearingen, 
Tarver, and Williams, Nays: None, Abstentions: None. 

 
7.4 One-Year Pause of the Set-Aside Fund Contribution for Desert/Mountain Charter SELPA Member 

LEAs (ACTION) 

Pam Bender proposed a one-year pause of the set-aside pool contribution for the D/M Charter 
SELPA members to maintain the balance of the fund.  She called on Marina Gallegos who 
explained the purpose of the set-aside pool is to provide funding to support unforeseen and 
extraordinary expenses.  She continued the current contribution is 3% and the required reserve is 
the greater of $250,000 or 3% of the annual base apportionment which is $162,000.  Marina said 
if the contribution is paused for 2022-23, the reserve would be approximately $649,000.   

7.4.1 BE IT RESOLVED that a motion was made by Sebastian Cognetta, seconded by 
Debbie Tarver, to approve a one-year pause of the set-aside fund contribution for the 
D/M Charter SELPA LEAs as presented.  The motion carried on the following vote: 
8:0: Ayes: Clark, Cognetta, Holman, Najera, Olney, Swearingen, Tarver, and Williams, 
Nays: None, Abstentions: None. 

7.5 Proposed 2022-23 D/M SELPA and D/M Charter SELPA Fee-for-Service Rates (ACTION) 
 

Pam Bender called on Marina Gallegos to present the Proposed 2022-23 D/M SELPA and D/M 
Charter SELPA Fee-for-Service Rates Service Rates.  She stated the Desert/Mountain Children’s 
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Center mental health fee-for-service remained flat while the other amounts increased by 5.33%. 
 
7.5.1 BE IT RESOLVED that a motion was made by Sebastian Cognetta, seconded by 

Debbie Tarver, to approve the Proposed 2022-23 D/M SELPA and D/M Charter 
SELPA Fee-For-Service Rates as presented. The motion carried on the following vote: 
8:0: Ayes: Clark, Cognetta, Holman, Najera, Olney, Swearingen, Tarver, and Williams, 
Nays: None, Abstentions: None. 

 
7.6 Desert/Mountain Charter SELPA Application for Membership FY 2022-23 (ACTION) 

Pam Bender reported the Desert/Mountain Charter SELPA received one application, from 
Allegiance STEAM Academy-Fontana, for membership into the Charter SELPA for FY 2022-23.   
A CAHELP JPA administrative team and the D/M Charter Executive Council met virtually with 
the applicant.  Pam continued that Allegiance Steam Academy-Fontana was approved by Fontana 
USD and will use 2022-23 to plan and organize as well as secure a location.  Pam said that 
Allegiance STEAM Academy-Chino is a member of the D/M Charter SELPA and the Fontana 
location would be an extension of that site. 

7.6.1 BE IT RESOLVED that approval of Allegiance STEAM Academy - Fontana 
application for membership be tabled until the October 14, 2022 CAHELP JPA 
Governance Council meeting. 

 
8.0 CONSENT ITEMS 
 

It is recommended that the Governance Council consider approving several Agenda items as a Consent 
list. Consent Items are routine in nature and can be enacted in one motion without further discussion. 
Consent items may be called up by any Council Member at the meeting for clarification, discussion, or 
change. 
 
8.1 BE IT RESOLVED that a motion was made by David Olney, seconded by Lori Clark, to approve 

the following Consent Items as presented.  The motion carried on the following vote: 8:0: Ayes: 
Clark, Cognetta, Holman, Najera, Olney, Swearingen, Tarver, and Williams, Nays: None, 
Abstentions: None. 

 
8.1.1 Approve the March 4, 2022 CAHELP JPA Governance Council Meeting Minutes. 

 
8.1.2 Approve the 2022-23 CAHELP JPA Governance Council Schedule of Meetings. 

 
8.1.3 Approve the 2022-23 Council for Exceptional Children membership for Heidi Chavez 

in the amount of $195.00. 
 

8.1.4 Approve the 2022-23 SANDABS Memberships for the Desert/Mountain SELPA and 
the Desert/Mountain Charter SELPA in an amount not to exceed $500.00 for each 
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SELPA. 
 

8.1.5 Approve the 2022-23 Coalition for Adequate Funding for Special Education (CAFSE) 
Letters of Agreement for Special Services for the Desert/Mountain SELPA and the 
Desert/Mountain Charter SELPA in an amount not to exceed $1500.00 for each 
SELPA. 

 
8.1.6 Approve the 2022-23 SELPA Administrators Organization Memberships for the 

Desert/Mountain SELPA and the Desert/Mountain Charter SELPA in an amount not to 
exceed $1900.00 for each SELPA. 

 
8.1.7 Approve the Declaration of Low Incidence Equipment as Salvage or Surplus. 

 
The Desert/Mountain SELPA is seeking approval from the CAHELP JPA Governance 
Council for the release to surplus or salvage of unassigned and/or obsolete low 
incidence equipment currently in storage. All of the low incidence equipment identified 
on the inventory report has been reviewed and determined to be unassigned and/or 
obsolete. 

 
9.0 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER AND STAFF REPORTS 

 
9.1 Governor’s Budget for Special Education 

Pam Bender provided information on the Governor’s Budget for Special Education stating there 
is significantly more money in the May revise then there was in the January figures.  Pam 
highlighted the following increases: 

• Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) from $3.3 billion to $6.1 billion.   

• Proposition 98 minimum guarantee for the 2022-23 school year increased from $102 
billion to $110.3 billion.   

• Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) increased from 5.33% to 6.56%. 

• One-time discretionary funds increased from zero to $8 billion. 

Pam continued that several items in the special education budget have remained unchanged 
including:  

• $5 million Proposition 98 in general fund for special education funding with the 5.65% 
COLA applied. 

• Base rate increasing to $820 per ADA.   
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• AB 602 Apportionment funding will continue through the SELPAs.   

• Educationally Related Mental Health Services (ERMHS) could be funded directly to 
districts in 2022-23.  Services will continue to be provided through Desert/Mountain 
Children’s Center via MOUs if that does move forward. 

• Transparency of reporting and combining extraordinary risk pools has not changed for 
special education.   

Pam then reported a change in Independent Study based on a lawsuit.  She said because a student 
has a disability or is in special education, they cannot be automatically disqualified from 
independent study.  Pam advised there is no pending legislation so continue with current practice 
until further direction is provided from the state.  State SELPA Administrators is supporting the 
use of the 6.56% COLA and an increase in ADA.  Pam shared they are also continuing to reject 
the mental health services funding proposal as it could be detrimental to small districts that could 
enroll a student with high needs.  Pam said State SELPA Administrators is continuing to work 
with legislators about integrating students with disabilities fully in to the LCAP.  She mentioned 
California Education Code 52062(a)(1) addresses the SELPA being part of the district LCAP 
development.  When a D/M SELPA program specialist or program manager is part of the LCAP 
meetings, the district will receive a certificate confirming the involvement that can be submitted 
with the LCAP.  

9.2 Legislative Update 

Pam Bender provided a legislative update as it pertains to special education.  She reported on the 
following bills: 

• Senate Bill (SB) 291 is building an advisory commission on special education that would 
include 15 students ranging from 16 to 24 years of age from across the state.  The students 
would currently or previously been in a special education program and be able to provide 
advice and input. 

• SB 1113 supports inclusive education and universal design for learning and went for Senate 
Hearing on 5/19/22 but there has been no report out yet. 

• Assembly Bill (AB) 2121 pertains to school accountability, trainings, and collaboratives.  
It would also create a resource for an Alternative Dispute Resolution lead across the state 
to provide technical assistance for families and advocates.   

• SB 871 regarding the Covid-19 vaccine being a required immunization for school 
admission has died but SB 866 pertaining to minors 12 years of age and older being able 
to consent to medical care without the consent of their parent or guardian will continue to 
be watched.   
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• SB 237 providing program guidelines for screening students in grades kindergarten through 
3rd with dyslexia screener will continue to be watched by State SELPA. 

9.3 Update on Federal Grants for D/M SELPA and D/M Charter SELPA 
 

Pam Bender called on Marina Gallegos to provide an update on federal grants for D/M SELPA 
and D/M Charter SELPA.  Marina reported for the one-time Dispute Prevention and Resolution 
moneys of $1.4 million there has been $32,000 claimed.  She understands there is concern about 
the impact on Maintenance of Effort so there should be strategies to use the funding as it is one-
time. 

Regarding Learning Recovery Support funding, Marina said there is approximately $6.5 million 
available with $123,000 claimed which is about 2%.  CAHELP JPA has until June 2023 to 
encumber the funds.  Marina continued that Heidi Chavez and Kathleen Peters are available to 
provide support and with a SELPA wide plan, there are specific activities the funds can be used 
for.  If the funds are not used, they will be returned to CDE.  

9.4 Hesperia Property Maintenance Schedule  

Pam Bender presented the revised schedule of maintenance for local school districts to keep the 
Hesperia property clean of debris and dumping.   
 

9.5 Prevention and Intervention Update 

Pam Bender called on Kami Murphy to provide a Prevention and Intervention update.  Kami 
reported they have closed out PBIS Tiered Fidelity Inventory (TFI) and recognition of the districts 
that applied.  Kami has also been working with Desert Mountain Operations (DMOPS) to develop 
a program for their classrooms.  

9.6 Compliance Update 

Pam Bender provided an update on compliance issues from the California Department of 
Education.  She said LEAs are working with CDE on compliance ensuring annuals and 
assessments are up to date.  Pam reported Peggy Dunn has been working with teams to keep plans 
moving forward. 

Pam reported that she was advised by CDE they will be revoking the certification of Bright Futures 
Academy nonpublic school in Riverside.  This is because a student overdosed on fentanyl at home 
and it was found that a staff member from the school was selling or giving students drugs.  Pam 
continued the staff member is the daughter of the CEO, she works as the bus driver and security 
guard for the campus, and lives on campus.  Investigators found at least two firearms as well as 
100 pills of fentanyl and found the suspect’s husband is a felon and is not eligible to be in 
possession of a firearm.  Pam said Peggy Dunn is contacting desert/mountain area directors of 
special education in preparation for the school site in Adelanto being closed.  
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10.0 INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

10.1 Resolution Support Services Summaries  
 

Kathleen Peters said the department is in an unusual situation with multiple cases not being settled 
before the end of school year.  She said hearings could be held in June and July which is difficult 
with witnesses being on summer break.  Kathleen will be contacting the special education directors 
of the LEAs involved.   

10.2 Professional Learning Summaries 
 
11.0 GOVERNANCE COUNCIL MEMBERS COMMENTS / REPORTS 
 
12.0 CEO COMMENTS 
 

Pam Bender shared there have been several inquiries about the possibility of a different software platform 
for IEPs being used.  She said Special Education Information System (SEIS) is being investigated as a 
possibility since many LEA employees have worked with the platform previously.  Because CDE will be 
requiring service logs be documented it is important the platform being used can handle the workload. 

13.0 MATTERS BROUGHT BY GENERAL PUBLIC 
 

None. 
 

14.0 CLOSED SESSION 
 
14.1 CAHELP JPA Chief Executive Officer’s Performance Evaluation 

The Governance Council convened into closed session at 10:58 am to review performance and 
select a committee to conduct the CAHELP JPA Chief Executive Officer’s upcoming Performance 
Evaluation.   

 
15.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 

Having no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Sebastian Cognetta, seconded by Ryan 
Holman, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried on the following vote: 8:0: Ayes: Clark, Cognetta, 
Holman, Najera, Olney, Swearingen, Tarver, and Williams, Nays: None, Abstentions: None. 
 
The next regular meeting of the CAHELP JPA Governance Council will be held on Friday, October 14, 
2022, at 10:00 a.m., at the Desert Mountain Educational Service Center, Aster/Cactus Room, 17800 
Highway 18, Apple Valley, CA 92307. 
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Individuals requiring special accommodations for disabilities are requested to contact Jamie Adkins at 
(760) 955-3555, at least seven days prior to the date of this meeting. 











Date

17800 Hwy 18

Riverside CA    92307

Bill To: Ship To:

Desert Mountain SELPA

9/2/2022

Adrien Faamausili

US

1412823 US_UPSGND Net 30 9/2/2022

Purchase Order No. Customer ID Shipping Method Payment Terms

Ordered UofM Shipped B/O Item Number Description Unit Price Ext. Price

Adrien Faamausili

17800 Hwy 18

Riverside CA    92307

US

IUS0232606

Req Ship Date

Invoice

HISTORICAL  INVOICE

Federal I.D.#: 39-2012874

GST#: 86192 3753 RT0001

          0 $200.00 $200.00          1          1 CPI RECERT FEE Annual Membership FeeEACH 

Cert Year From 11/30/2022 to 11/30/2023

For  Inquiries or to place an order, toll-free:
US/Canada: 1-877-877-5390

Include invoice number or customer ID with payment. 

$200.00 

$200.00 Subtotal

Total

Thank you
Deposit Received $0.00 Remit to:  Crisis Prevention Institute

10850 W. Park Place, Suite 250

Milwaukee, WI 53224  USA

Canadian Customers - Please remit to:

Lockbox #1566

PO Box 1566, Station A

Toronto, ON M5W 3N9 Canada

Z-US$









The Theraplay Institute 
1224 W Belmont Ave Fl 1 
Chicago, IL 60657 US 
+1 8472567334 
jeremy@theraplay.org 
www.theraplay.org 

Invoice 

Desert Mountain SELPA Children's 
BILL TO 

Desert Mountain SELPA Children's 
Center Center 
Chad Atwater Julie McNeil 
17800 Highway 18 17800 Highway 18 
Apple Valley, CA 92307 Apple Valley, CA 92307 

SHIP TO 

INVOICE # DATE TOTAL DUE DUE DATE TERMS ENCLOSED 

1-48639 09/17/2021 $50.00 10/02/2021 15 days 

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION QTY RATE AMOUNT 

Certified 
Therapist Dues 

Certified Theraplay Practitioner Membership 
(Julie McNeil) - Yearly 

1 50.00 50.00 

Membership good through 09/2022 BALANCE DUE $50.00 

FEIN# - 36-4026564 

www.theraplay.org
mailto:jeremy@theraplay.org
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BROKEN/OUTDATED LOW INCIDENCE EQUIPMENT 
FOR GOVERNANCE COUNCIL AUTHORIZATION TO 

SEND TO SBCSS SURPLUS OR SALVAGE 
09/21/2022 

LIE # Item Tag # LIE Date Requested 
Action 

Comments 

Leckey DM2839 Salvage/E-
waste 

Rifton Activity Chair DM3419 Salvage/E-
waste 

Rifton Activity Chair Salvage/E-
waste 

Superstand Youth Salvage / 
E-Waste

Tobi DM3412,DM3935 Salvage /   
E-Waste

Dell Latitude Lapton DM15011 Salvage /   
E-Waste

iPad DM15019 Salvage /   
E-Waste

iPad -Screen and unit cracked 

iPad DM15144 Salvage /   
E-Waste

iPad-Screen,keyboard and 
unit cracked 

2018.119 iPad 15108 Salvage / 
E-Waste

iPad will not turn on 

2011.066 Merlin DM2448 Salvage /   
E-Waste

Salvage /   
E-Waste

Salvage /   
E-Waste

Salvage /   
E-Waste
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8.1 LegislativeUpdate 

No materials, verbal report only 
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FISCAL REPORT 
PUBLIC EDUCATION 'S POINT OF REFERENCE FOR MAKING EDUCATED DECISIONS 

Teleconference Location Flexibility Bill Signed 

fi BY KYLE HYLAND Copyright 2022 School Services of California, Inc. 

posted September 16, 2022 

On Tuesday, September 13, 2022, Governor Gavin Newsom signed Assembly Bill (AB). 24/+..Cl.(Rubio, B., Statutes 
of 2022) into law, which makes changes to the teleconferencing requirements under the Brown Act. 

Existing law requires local agencies, including local educational agencies (LEAs), to post agendas at all 
teleconference locations, requires each teleconference location to identify the notice and agenda of the 
meeting, and requires each teleconference location to be accessible to the public. AB 2449 changes the law by 
allowing members of local agency legislative bodies, including LEAs, to use teleconferencing, under specified 
circumstances, without noticing each teleconference location or making it publicly accessible, provided that 
at least a quorum of the members of the body participates in person at a singular physical location. 

In order to utilize this flexibility, the physical location where the quorum of members reside must be open to 
the public and situated within the boundaries of where the local agency exercises its authority. The legislative 
body must also comply with all of the following requirements: 

• Provide a two-way audio-visual platform or a two-way telephonic service and a live webcasting of the 
meeting by which the public may remotely hear and visually observe the meeting as well as remotely 
address the legislative body 

• Give notice of the means for the public to access the meeting and offer public comment in each instance 
the legislative body notices the meeting or posts the agenda 

• Identify and include an opportunity for all persons to attend and address the legislative body directly via 
a call-in or internet-based service option, and at the in-person location of the meeting 

• Provide an opportunity for the public to address the legislative body and offer comment in real time 

AB 2449 stipulates that a member of a legislative body that wishes to participate remotely pursuant to the 
provisions of the bill may only do so under "just cause" or "emergency circumstances." 

In order for a member to use the "just cause" rationale, they must notify the legislative body at the earliest 
opportunity possible of their need to participate remotely and provide a general description of the 
circumstances relating to their need to appear remotely. A member can only use the "just cause" clause twice 
in a calendar year, which is defined as any of the following circumstances: 

https://www.sscal.com/publications/fiscal-reports/teleconference-location-f1exibility-bill-signed 1/2 
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• Childcare or caregiving need that requires them to participate remotely 

• A contagious illness that prevents a member from attending in person 

• A need related to a physical or mental disability not otherwise accommodated 

• Travel while on official business of the legislative body or another state or local agency 

In order for a member to use the "emergency circumstances" justification, they must request the legislative 
body to allow them to participate in the meeting remotely due to an "emergency circumstance11 and then the 
legislative body must subsequently take action to approve the request. The bill defines an "emergency 
circumstance" as a physical or family medical emergency that prevents the member from attending in 
person. The legislative body must request a general description of the circumstances; however, this 
description does not need to exceed 20 words, nor does it require the member to disclose any medical 
diagnosis or disability, or any personal medical information that is already exempt under existing law. 

Since AB 2449 is not an urgency measure, its provisions do not take effect until January 1, 2023. This means 
that your LEA cannot utilize the flexibilities detailed in AB 2449 until the beginning of the 2023 calendar year. 
It is also important to note that the measure has a sunset date of January 1, 2026, meaning unless there is 
subsequent legislation to extend the bil11s provisions, it will become inoperative after three years. 

https://www.sscal.com/publications/fiscal-reports/teleconference-location-flexibility-bill-signed 2/2 
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AB-2449 Open meetings: local agencies: teleconferences. (2021-2022) 

SHARE THIS: Date Published: 09/14/2022 09:00 PM 

Assembly Bill No. 2449 

CHAPTER 285 

An act to amend, repeal, and add Sections 54953 and 54954.2 of the Government Code, relating to local 
government. 

[ Approved by Governor September 13, 2022. Filed with Secretary of State 
September 13, 2022. ] 

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELʹS DIGEST 

AB 2449, Blanca Rubio. Open meetings: local agencies: teleconferences. 

Existing law, the Ralph M. Brown Act, requires, with specified exceptions, that all meetings of a legislative body of 
a local agency, as those terms are defined, be open and public and that all persons be permitted to attend and 
participate. The act generally requires posting an agenda at least 72 hours before a regular meeting that contains 
a brief general description of each item of business to be transacted or discussed at the meeting, and prohibits 
any action or  discussion from being undertaken on any item not  appearing on the posted agenda.  The act 
authorizes a legislative body to take action on items of business not appearing on the posted agenda under 
specified conditions.  The act contains specified provisions regarding providing for  the ability of the public to 
observe and provide comment.  The act  allows for  meetings to occur via teleconferencing subject  to  certain 
requirements, particularly that the legislative body notice each teleconference location of each member that will 
be participating in the public meeting, that each teleconference location be accessible to the public, that members 
of the public be allowed to address the legislative body at each teleconference location, that the legislative body 
post an agenda at each teleconference location, and that at least a quorum of the legislative body participate 
from locations within the boundaries of the local agency’s jurisdiction. The act provides an exemption to the 
jurisdictional requirement for health authorities, as defined. 

Existing law, until January 1, 2024, authorizes a local agency to use teleconferencing without complying with 
those specified teleconferencing requirements in specified circumstances when a declared state of emergency is in 
effect, or in other situations related to public health. 

This bill would revise and recast those teleconferencing provisions and, until January 1, 2026, would authorize a 
local  agency  to  use  teleconferencing without complying  with  the teleconferencing  requirements that  each 
teleconference location be identified in the notice and agenda and that each teleconference location be accessible 
to the public if at least a quorum of the members of the legislative body participates in person from a singular 
physical location clearly identified on the agenda that is open to the public and situated within the local agency’s 
jurisdiction. Under this  exception, the bill  would authorize a member to participate remotely under specified 
circumstances, including participating remotely for just cause or due to emergency circumstances. The emergency 
circumstances basis for remote participation would be contingent on a request to, and action by, the legislative 
body, as prescribed. The bill, until January 1, 2026, would authorize a legislative body to consider and take action 
on a request from a member to participate in a meeting remotely due to emergency circumstances if the request 



        
  

      
       
  

  

  

 

  
    

    

 

  

                   

        

          

     
 

   
  

       
 

  

   

        

   
 

     
      

     
 

  

  

   
  

does not allow sufficient time to place the proposed action on the posted agenda for the meeting for which the 
request is made. The bill would define terms for purposes of these teleconferencing provisions. 

This bill would impose prescribed requirements for this exception relating to notice, agendas, the means and 
manner of access, and procedures for disruptions. The bill would require the legislative body to implement a 
procedure for receiving  and  swiftly  resolving  requests  for  reasonable  accommodation  for  individuals  with 
disabilities, consistent with federal law. 

Existing constitutional provisions require that a statute that limits the right of access to the meetings of public 
bodies  or  the  writings  of  public  officials  and  agencies  be  adopted  with  findings  demonstrating  the  interest 
protected by the limitation and the need for protecting that interest. 

This bill would make legislative findings to that effect. 

The California Constitution requires local agencies, for the purpose of ensuring public access to the meetings of 
public bodies and the writings of public officials and agencies, to comply with a statutory enactment that amends 
or  enacts laws relating to  public  records  or  open  meetings  and  contains  findings  demonstrating that  the 
enactment furthers the constitutional requirements relating to this purpose. 

This bill would make legislative findings to that effect. 

Vote: majority Appropriation: no  Fiscal Committee: no Local Program: no 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. Section 54953 of the Government Code, as amended by Section 3 of Chapter 165 of the Statutes of 
2021, is amended to read: 

54953. (a) All meetings of the legislative body of a local agency shall be open and public, and all persons shall be 
permitted to attend any meeting of the legislative body of a local agency, except as otherwise provided in this 
chapter. 

(b) (1) Notwithstanding  any  other  provision  of law,  the legislative  body  of a  local  agency  may  use 
teleconferencing for the benefit of the public and the legislative body of a local agency in connection with any 
meeting or  proceeding  authorized  by  law.  The teleconferenced meeting  or  proceeding shall  comply  with  all 
otherwise applicable requirements of this chapter and all  otherwise applicable provisions of law relating to a 
specific type of meeting or proceeding. 

(2)  Teleconferencing,  as  authorized by this  section, may be  used for all  purposes in  connection with any 
meeting within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body. If the legislative body of a local agency 
elects to use teleconferencing, the legislative body of a local agency shall comply with all of the following: 

(A) All votes taken during a teleconferenced meeting shall be by rollcall. 

(B)  The teleconferenced  meetings  shall  be  conducted in  a  manner  that  protects  the statutory  and 
constitutional rights of the parties or the public appearing before the legislative body of a local agency. 

(C) The legislative body shall give notice of the meeting and post agendas as otherwise required by this 
chapter. 

(D) The legislative body shall  allow members of the public to access the meeting and the agenda shall 
provide an opportunity for members of the public to address the legislative body directly pursuant to Section 
54954.3. 

(3)  If  the  legislative  body  of  a local agency elects to  use  teleconferencing,  it shall  post  agendas  at  all 
teleconference locations.  Each  teleconference  location shall  be identified in  the notice  and  agenda of  the 
meeting  or  proceeding, and  each teleconference location  shall  be  accessible to  the  public.  During the 
teleconference, at least a quorum of the members of the legislative body shall participate from locations within 
the  boundaries  of  the  territory  over  which  the  local agency  exercises jurisdiction,  except  as  provided  in 
subdivisions (d) and (e). 

(c) (1) No legislative body shall take action by secret ballot, whether preliminary or final. 

(2) The legislative body of a local agency shall publicly report any action taken and the vote or abstention on 
that action of each member present for the action. 



      
        

    
  

  

  
      

 

  
 

       
  

     
 

      
  

        
 

    
 

     
        

       

     
     

 

   
 

   

      
     

     
     

   
 

  
    

       
      

 

   
  

 
   
   

  

(3) Prior to taking final action, the legislative body shall orally report a summary of a recommendation for a 
final action on the salaries, salary schedules, or compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits of a local 
agency executive, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 3511.1, during the open meeting in which the final 
action is to be taken. This paragraph shall not affect the public’s right under the California Public Records Act 
(Division 10 (commencing with Section 7920.000) of Title 1) to inspect or copy records created or received in 
the process of developing the recommendation. 

(d) (1)  Notwithstanding the provisions relating to a quorum in paragraph (3) of subdivision (b),  if  a health 
authority conducts a teleconference meeting, members who are outside the jurisdiction of the authority may be 
counted toward the establishment of a quorum when participating in the teleconference if at least 50 percent of 
the number of members that would establish a quorum are present within the boundaries of the territory over 
which  the  authority exercises  jurisdiction,  and  the  health  authority  provides  a  teleconference number,  and 
associated access codes, if any, that allows any person to call in to participate in the meeting and the number and 
access codes are identified in the notice and agenda of the meeting. 

(2) Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed as discouraging health authority members from regularly 
meeting at a common physical site within the jurisdiction of the authority or from using teleconference locations 
within or near the jurisdiction of the authority. A teleconference meeting for which a quorum is established 
pursuant to this subdivision shall be subject to all other requirements of this section. 

(3) For purposes of this subdivision, a health authority means any entity created pursuant to Sections 14018.7, 
14087.31, 14087.35, 14087.36, 14087.38, and 14087.9605 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, any joint 
powers authority created pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 for 
the purpose of contracting pursuant to Section 14087.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, and any advisory 
committee to a county-sponsored health  plan licensed pursuant  to Chapter  2.2 (commencing with Section 
1340) of Division 2 of the Health and Safety Code if the advisory committee has 12 or more members. 

(e) (1) The legislative body of a local agency may use teleconferencing without complying with the requirements 
of paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) if the legislative body complies with the requirements of paragraph (2) of this 
subdivision in any of the following circumstances: 

(A) The legislative body holds a meeting during a proclaimed state of emergency, and state or local officials 
have imposed or recommended measures to promote social distancing. 

(B)  The legislative  body holds a  meeting  during  a  proclaimed state  of  emergency for  the  purpose  of 
determining, by majority vote, whether as a result of  the emergency, meeting in person would present 
imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees. 

(C) The legislative body holds a meeting during a proclaimed state of emergency and has determined, by 
majority vote, pursuant to subparagraph (B), that, as a result of the emergency, meeting in person would 
present imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees. 

(2) A legislative body that holds a meeting pursuant to this subdivision shall do all of the following: 

(A) In each instance in which notice of the time of the teleconferenced meeting is otherwise given or the 
agenda for the meeting is otherwise posted, the legislative body shall also give notice of the means by which 
members of the public may access the meeting and offer public comment. The agenda shall identify and 
include an opportunity for all persons to attend via a call-in option or an internet-based service option. 

(B)  In  the  event  of  a  disruption that  prevents  the  legislative  body  from broadcasting  the  meeting to 
members  of  the  public  using the  call-in  option  or  internet-based  service  option,  or  in  the  event  of  a 
disruption  within  the  local  agency’s  control  that  prevents members  of the  public  from  offering  public 
comments using the call-in option or internet-based service option, the legislative body shall take no further 
action on items appearing on the meeting agenda until public access to the meeting via the call-in option or 
internet-based service option is restored. Actions taken on agenda items during a disruption that prevents 
the legislative body from broadcasting the meeting may be challenged pursuant to Section 54960.1. 

(C) The legislative body shall not require public comments to be submitted in advance of the meeting and 
must provide an opportunity for the public to address the legislative body and offer comment in real time. 

(D) Notwithstanding Section 54953.3, an individual desiring to provide public comment through the use of an 
internet website, or other online platform, not under the control of the local legislative body, that requires 
registration to log in to a teleconference may be required to register as required by the third-party internet 
website or online platform to participate. 

https://14087.38
https://14087.36
https://14087.35
https://14087.31


   
     

        
 

    

        
      

   
 

       
     

 

  

   

     

   
    

 

  
 

  

     
     

   

   
    

 

 
  

    
       

      
 

 
  

   
   
   

(E) (i) A legislative body that provides a timed public comment period for each agenda item shall not close 
the public comment period for the agenda item, or the opportunity to register, pursuant to subparagraph (F), 
to provide public comment until that timed public comment period has elapsed. 

(ii) A legislative body that does not provide a timed public comment period, but takes public comment 
separately on each agenda item, shall allow a reasonable amount of time per agenda item to allow public 
members the opportunity to provide public comment, including time for members of the public to register 
pursuant to subparagraph (F), or otherwise be recognized for the purpose of providing public comment. 

(iii) A legislative body that provides a timed general public comment period that does not correspond to a 
specific agenda item shall not close the public comment period or the opportunity to register, pursuant to 
subparagraph (F), until the timed general public comment period has elapsed. 

(3) If a state of emergency remains active, or state or local officials have imposed or recommended measures 
to promote social distancing, in order to continue to teleconference without compliance with paragraph (3) of 
subdivision (b), the  legislative body shall,  not  later than 30 days after teleconferencing for  the  first  time 
pursuant to subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) of paragraph (1), and every 30 days thereafter, make the following 
findings by majority vote: 

(A) The legislative body has reconsidered the circumstances of the state of emergency. 

(B) Any of the following circumstances exist: 

(i) The state of emergency continues to directly impact the ability of the members to meet safely in 
person. 

(ii) State or local officials continue to impose or recommend measures to promote social distancing. 

(4) This subdivision shall not be construed to require the legislative body to provide a physical location from 
which the public may attend or comment. 

(f) (1) The legislative body of a local agency may use teleconferencing without complying with paragraph (3) of 
subdivision (b) if, during the teleconference meeting, at least a quorum of the members of the legislative body 
participates in person from a singular physical location clearly identified on the agenda, which location shall be 
open to the public and situated within the boundaries of the territory over which the local agency exercises 
jurisdiction and the legislative body complies with all of the following: 

(A) The legislative body shall provide at least one of the following as a means by which the public may 
remotely hear and visually observe the meeting, and remotely address the legislative body: 

(i) A two-way audiovisual platform. 

(ii) A two-way telephonic service and a live webcasting of the meeting. 

(B) In each instance in which notice of the time of the teleconferenced meeting is otherwise given or the 
agenda for the meeting is otherwise posted, the legislative body shall also give notice of the means by which 
members of the public may access the meeting and offer public comment. 

(C) The agenda shall identify and include an opportunity for all persons to attend and address the legislative 
body directly pursuant to Section 54954.3 via a call-in option, via an internet-based service option, and at 
the in-person location of the meeting. 

(D)  In  the  event  of  a  disruption  that  prevents  the  legislative  body  from broadcasting  the  meeting  to 
members  of  the  public  using the  call-in  option  or  internet-based  service  option,  or  in  the  event  of  a 
disruption  within  the  local  agency’s  control  that  prevents members  of the  public  from  offering  public 
comments using the call-in option or internet-based service option, the legislative body shall take no further 
action on items appearing on the meeting agenda until public access to the meeting via the call-in option or 
internet-based service option is restored. Actions taken on agenda items during a disruption that prevents 
the legislative body from broadcasting the meeting may be challenged pursuant to Section 54960.1. 

(E) The legislative body shall not require public comments to be submitted in advance of the meeting and 
must provide an opportunity for the public to address the legislative body and offer comment in real time. 

(F) Notwithstanding Section 54953.3, an individual desiring to provide public comment through the use of an 
internet website, or other online platform, not under the control of the local legislative body, that requires 
registration to log in to a teleconference may be required to register as required by the third-party internet 



  

   
  

 

   
  

     
   

      
     

   
  

    
   

       

   
 

       
    

        
   

    
       

 

   

      
     

   
      

       

  

  

  

   
 

website or online platform to participate. 

(2) A member of the legislative body shall only participate in the meeting remotely pursuant to this subdivision, 
if all of the following requirements are met: 

(A) One of the following circumstances applies: 

(i) The member notifies the legislative body at the earliest opportunity possible, including at the start of a 
regular meeting, of their need to participate remotely for just cause, including a general description of the 
circumstances relating to their need to appear remotely at the given meeting. The provisions of this 
clause shall not be used by any member of the legislative body for more than two meetings per calendar 
year. 

(ii) The member requests the legislative body to allow them to participate in the meeting remotely due to 
emergency circumstances and the legislative body takes action to approve the request. The legislative 
body shall request a general description of the circumstances relating to their need to appear remotely at 
the given meeting. A general description of an item generally need not exceed 20 words and shall not 
require the member to disclose any medical diagnosis or disability, or any personal medical information 
that is already exempt under existing law, such as the Confidentiality of Medical Information Act (Chapter 
1 (commencing with Section 56) of Part 2.6 of Division 1 of the Civil Code). For the purposes of this 
clause, the following requirements apply: 

(I) A member shall make a request to participate remotely at a meeting pursuant to this clause as 
soon as possible. The member shall make a separate request for each meeting in which they seek to 
participate remotely. 

(II)  The legislative  body may  take action  on a request  to participate  remotely at  the  earliest 
opportunity. If the request does not allow sufficient time to place proposed action on such a request on 
the posted agenda for the meeting for which the request is made, the legislative body may take action 
at the  beginning  of  the meeting  in accordance  with  paragraph  (4)  of  subdivision  (b)  of  Section 
54954.2. 

(B) The member  shall  publicly disclose  at  the  meeting before  any  action  is  taken,  whether  any  other 
individuals 18 years of age or older are present in the room at the remote location with the member, and the 
general nature of the member’s relationship with any such individuals. 

(C) The member shall participate through both audio and visual technology. 

(3) The provisions of this subdivision shall  not serve as a means for any member of a legislative body to 
participate in meetings of the legislative body solely by teleconference from a remote location for a period of 
more than three consecutive months or 20 percent of the regular  meetings for the local  agency within a 
calendar year, or more than two meetings if the legislative body regularly meets fewer than 10 times per 
calendar year. 

(g) The legislative body shall have and implement a procedure for receiving and swiftly resolving requests for 
reasonable accommodation for individuals with disabilities, consistent with the federal Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12132), and resolving any doubt in favor of accessibility. In each instance in which 
notice of the time of the meeting is otherwise given or the agenda for the meeting is otherwise posted, the 
legislative body shall also give notice of the procedure for receiving and resolving requests for accommodation. 

(h) The legislative body shall conduct meetings subject to this chapter consistent with applicable civil rights and 
nondiscrimination laws. 

(i)  (1)  Nothing  in  this  section shall  prohibit  a  legislative  body from  providing  the  public  with  additional 
teleconference locations. 

(2) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a legislative body from providing members of the public with additional 
physical locations in which the public may observe and address the legislative body by electronic means. 

(j) For the purposes of this section, the following definitions shall apply: 

(1) “Emergency circumstances” means a physical or family medical emergency that prevents a member from 
attending in person. 

(2) “Just cause” means any of the following: 



    
   

 

   

 

 

     
  

 

  
 

  

     
   

       
  

        

     

  

 

          

     
 

   
  

       
 

  

   

        

   
 

(A) A childcare or caregiving need of a child, parent, grandparent, grandchild, sibling, spouse, or domestic 
partner  that  requires  them  to  participate  remotely. “Child,”  “parent,” “grandparent,”  “grandchild,” and 
“sibling” have the same meaning as those terms do in Section 12945.2. 

(B) A contagious illness that prevents a member from attending in person. 

(C) A need related to a physical or mental disability as defined in Sections 12926 and 12926.1 not otherwise 
accommodated by subdivision (g). 

(D) Travel while on official business of the legislative body or another state or local agency. 

(3) “Remote location” means a location from which a member of a legislative body participates in a meeting 
pursuant to subdivision (f), other than any physical meeting location designated in the notice of the meeting. 
Remote locations need not be accessible to the public. 

(4) “Remote participation” means participation in a meeting by teleconference at a location other than any 
physical  meeting location designated in  the notice of  the meeting. Watching or  listening to a meeting via 
webcasting or another similar electronic medium that does not permit members to interactively hear, discuss, or 
deliberate on matters, does not constitute remote participation. 

(5) “State of emergency” means a state of emergency proclaimed pursuant to Section 8625 of the California 
Emergency Services Act (Article 1 (commencing with Section 8550) of Chapter 7 of Division 1 of Title 2). 

(6) “Teleconference” means a meeting of a legislative body, the members of which are in different locations, 
connected by electronic means, through either audio or video, or both. 

(7) “Two-way audiovisual platform” means an online platform that provides participants with the ability to 
participate in a meeting via both an interactive video conference and a two-way telephonic function. 

(8)  “Two-way telephonic  service”  means a  telephone service that  does  not  require  internet  access,  is  not 
provided as part of a two-way audiovisual platform, and allows participants to dial a telephone number to listen 
and verbally participate. 

(9) “Webcasting” means a streaming video broadcast online or on television, using streaming media technology 
to distribute a single content source to many simultaneous listeners and viewers. 

(k) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2024, and as of that date is repealed. 

SEC. 2. Section 54953 of the Government Code, as added by Section 4 of Chapter 165 of the Statutes of 2021, is 
amended to read: 

54953. (a) All meetings of the legislative body of a local agency shall be open and public, and all persons shall be 
permitted to attend any meeting of the legislative body of a local agency, except as otherwise provided in this 
chapter. 

(b) (1) Notwithstanding  any  other  provision  of law,  the legislative  body  of a  local  agency  may  use 
teleconferencing for the benefit of the public and the legislative body of a local agency in connection with any 
meeting or  proceeding  authorized  by  law.  The teleconferenced meeting  or  proceeding shall  comply  with  all 
otherwise applicable requirements of this chapter and all  otherwise applicable provisions of law relating to a 
specific type of meeting or proceeding. 

(2)  Teleconferencing,  as  authorized by this  section, may be  used for all  purposes in  connection with any 
meeting within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body. If the legislative body of a local agency 
elects to use teleconferencing, the legislative body of a local agency shall comply with all of the following: 

(A) All votes taken during a teleconferenced meeting shall be by rollcall. 

(B)  The teleconferenced  meetings  shall  be  conducted in  a  manner  that  protects  the statutory  and 
constitutional rights of the parties or the public appearing before the legislative body of a local agency. 

(C) The legislative body shall give notice of the meeting and post agendas as otherwise required by this 
chapter. 

(D) The legislative body shall  allow members of the public to access the meeting and the agenda shall 
provide an opportunity for members of the public to address the legislative body directly pursuant to Section 
54954.3. 



     
      

     
 

  

  

   
  

      
        

    
  

  

  
      

 

  
 

       
  

     
 

      
  

        
 

    
 

  

   
    

 

  
 

  

     
     

   

   
    

 

 
  

    

(3)  If  the  legislative  body  of  a local agency elects to  use  teleconferencing,  it shall  post  agendas  at  all 
teleconference locations.  Each  teleconference  location shall  be identified in  the notice  and  agenda of  the 
meeting  or  proceeding, and  each teleconference location  shall  be  accessible to  the  public.  During the 
teleconference, at least a quorum of the members of the legislative body shall participate from locations within 
the  boundaries  of  the  territory  over  which  the  local agency  exercises jurisdiction,  except  as  provided  in 
subdivision (d). 

(c) (1) No legislative body shall take action by secret ballot, whether preliminary or final. 

(2) The legislative body of a local agency shall publicly report any action taken and the vote or abstention on 
that action of each member present for the action. 

(3) Prior to taking final action, the legislative body shall orally report a summary of a recommendation for a 
final action on the salaries, salary schedules, or compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits of a local 
agency executive, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 3511.1, during the open meeting in which the final 
action is to be taken. This paragraph shall not affect the public’s right under the California Public Records Act 
(Division 10 (commencing with Section 7920.000) of Title 1) to inspect or copy records created or received in 
the process of developing the recommendation. 

(d) (1)  Notwithstanding the provisions relating to a quorum in paragraph (3) of subdivision (b),  if  a health 
authority conducts a teleconference meeting, members who are outside the jurisdiction of the authority may be 
counted toward the establishment of a quorum when participating in the teleconference if at least 50 percent of 
the number of members that would establish a quorum are present within the boundaries of the territory over 
which  the  authority exercises  jurisdiction,  and  the  health  authority  provides  a  teleconference number,  and 
associated access codes, if any, that allows any person to call in to participate in the meeting and the number and 
access codes are identified in the notice and agenda of the meeting. 

(2) Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed as discouraging health authority members from regularly 
meeting at a common physical site within the jurisdiction of the authority or from using teleconference locations 
within or near the jurisdiction of the authority. A teleconference meeting for which a quorum is established 
pursuant to this subdivision shall be subject to all other requirements of this section. 

(3) For purposes of this subdivision, a health authority means any entity created pursuant to Sections 14018.7, 
14087.31, 14087.35, 14087.36, 14087.38, and 14087.9605 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, any joint 
powers authority created pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 for 
the purpose of contracting pursuant to Section 14087.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, and any advisory 
committee to a county-sponsored health  plan licensed pursuant  to Chapter  2.2 (commencing with Section 
1340) of Division 2 of the Health and Safety Code if the advisory committee has 12 or more members. 

(e) (1) The legislative body of a local agency may use teleconferencing without complying with paragraph (3) of 
subdivision (b) if, during the teleconference meeting, at least a quorum of the members of the legislative body 
participates in person from a singular physical location clearly identified on the agenda, which location shall be 
open to the public and situated within the boundaries of the territory over which the local agency exercises 
jurisdiction and the legislative body complies with all of the following: 

(A) The legislative body shall provide at least one of the following as a means by which the public may 
remotely hear and visually observe the meeting, and remotely address the legislative body: 

(i) A two-way audiovisual platform. 

(ii) A two-way telephonic service and a live webcasting of the meeting. 

(B) In each instance in which notice of the time of the teleconferenced meeting is otherwise given or the 
agenda for the meeting is otherwise posted, the legislative body shall also give notice of the means by which 
members of the public may access the meeting and offer public comment. 

(C) The agenda shall identify and include an opportunity for all persons to attend and address the legislative 
body directly pursuant to Section 54954.3 via a call-in option, via an internet-based service option, and at 
the in-person location of the meeting. 

(D)  In  the  event  of  a  disruption  that  prevents  the  legislative  body  from broadcasting  the  meeting  to 
members  of  the  public  using the  call-in  option  or  internet-based  service  option,  or  in  the  event  of  a 
disruption  within  the  local  agency’s  control  that  prevents members  of the  public  from  offering  public 
comments using the call-in option or internet-based service option, the legislative body shall take no further 

https://14087.38
https://14087.36
https://14087.35
https://14087.31


       
      

 

 
  

   
   
   

  

   
  

 

   
  

     
   

      
     

   
  

    
   

       

   
 

       
    

        
   

      
       

 

   

      
     

 
   
      

       

  

       

action on items appearing on the meeting agenda until public access to the meeting via the call-in option or 
internet-based service option is restored. Actions taken on agenda items during a disruption that prevents 
the legislative body from broadcasting the meeting may be challenged pursuant to Section 54960.1. 

(E) The legislative body shall not require public comments to be submitted in advance of the meeting and 
must provide an opportunity for the public to address the legislative body and offer comment in real time. 

(F) Notwithstanding Section 54953.3, an individual desiring to provide public comment through the use of an 
internet website, or other online platform, not under the control of the local legislative body, that requires 
registration to log in to a teleconference may be required to register as required by the third-party internet 
website or online platform to participate. 

(2) A member of the legislative body shall only participate in the meeting remotely pursuant to this subdivision, 
if all of the following requirements are met: 

(A) One of the following circumstances applies: 

(i) The member notifies the legislative body at the earliest opportunity possible, including at the start of a 
regular meeting, of their need to participate remotely for just cause, including a general description of the 
circumstances relating to their need to appear remotely at the given meeting. The provisions of this 
clause shall not be used by any member of the legislative body for more than two meetings per calendar 
year. 

(ii) The member requests the legislative body to allow them to participate in the meeting remotely due to 
emergency circumstances and the legislative body takes action to approve the request. The legislative 
body shall request a general description of the circumstances relating to their need to appear remotely at 
the given meeting. A general description of an item generally need not exceed 20 words and shall not 
require the member to disclose any medical diagnosis or disability, or any personal medical information 
that is already exempt under existing law, such as the Confidentiality of Medical Information Act (Chapter 
1 (commencing with Section 56) of Part 2.6 of Division 1 of the Civil Code). For the purposes of this 
clause, the following requirements apply: 

(I) A member shall make a request to participate remotely at a meeting pursuant to this clause as 
soon as possible. The member shall make a separate request for each meeting in which they seek to 
participate remotely. 

(II)  The legislative  body may  take action  on a request  to participate  remotely at  the  earliest 
opportunity. If the request does not allow sufficient time to place proposed action on such a request on 
the posted agenda for the meeting for which the request is made, the legislative body may take action 
at the  beginning  of  the meeting  in accordance  with  paragraph  (4)  of  subdivision  (b)  of  Section 
54954.2. 

(B)  The  member  shall  publicly  disclose  at  the meeting  before any action is  taken  whether any other 
individuals 18 years of age or older are present in the room at the remote location with the member, and the 
general nature of the member’s relationship with any such individuals. 

(C) The member shall participate through both audio and visual technology. 

(3) The provisions of this subdivision shall  not serve as a means for any member of a legislative body to 
participate in meetings of the legislative body solely by teleconference from a remote location for a period of 
more than three consecutive months or 20 percent of the regular  meetings for the local  agency within a 
calendar year, or more than two meetings if the legislative body regularly meets fewer than 10 times per 
calendar year. 

(f) The legislative body shall have and implement a procedure for receiving and swiftly resolving requests for 
reasonable accommodation for individuals with disabilities, consistent with the federal Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12132), and resolving any doubt in favor of accessibility. In each instance in which 
notice of the time of the meeting is otherwise given or the agenda for the meeting is otherwise posted, the 
legislative body shall also give notice of the procedure for receiving and resolving requests for accommodation. 

(g) The legislative body shall conduct meetings subject to this chapter consistent with applicable civil rights and 
nondiscrimination laws. 

(h) (1)  Nothing in  this  section shall  prohibit a  legislative  body from providing  the  public with  additional 
teleconference locations. 



 

   
 

    
   

 

   

 

 

     
   

 

  
 

     
   

       
  

        

     

      

 

          

     
 

   
  

       
     

  

     
    

   
     

(2) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a legislative body from providing members of the public with additional 
physical locations in which the public may observe and address the legislative body by electronic means. 

(i) For the purposes of this section, the following definitions shall apply: 

(1) “Emergency circumstances” means a physical or family medical emergency that prevents a member from 
attending in person. 

(2) “Just cause” means any of the following: 

(A) A childcare or caregiving need of a child, parent, grandparent, grandchild, sibling, spouse, or domestic 
partner  that  requires  them  to  participate  remotely. “Child,”  “parent,” “grandparent,”  “grandchild,” and 
“sibling” have the same meaning as those terms do in Section 12945.2. 

(B) A contagious illness that prevents a member from attending in person. 

(C) A need related to a physical or mental disability as defined in Sections 12926 and 12926.1 not otherwise 
accommodated by subdivision (f). 

(D) Travel while on official business of the legislative body or another state or local agency. 

(3) “Remote location” means a location from which a member of a legislative body participates in a meeting 
pursuant to subdivision (e), other than any physical meeting location designated in the notice of the meeting. 
Remote locations need not be accessible to the public. 

(4) “Remote participation” means participation in a meeting by teleconference at a location other than any 
physical  meeting location designated in  the notice of  the meeting. Watching or  listening to a meeting via 
webcasting or another similar electronic medium that does not permit members to interactively hear, discuss, or 
deliberate on matters, does not constitute remote participation. 

(5) “Teleconference” means a meeting of a legislative body, the members of which are in different locations, 
connected by electronic means, through either audio or video, or both. 

(6) “Two-way audiovisual platform” means an online platform that provides participants with the ability to 
participate in a meeting via both an interactive video conference and a two-way telephonic function. 

(7)  “Two-way telephonic  service”  means a  telephone service that  does  not  require  internet  access,  is  not 
provided as part of a two-way audiovisual platform, and allows participants to dial a telephone number to listen 
and verbally participate. 

(8) “Webcasting” means a streaming video broadcast online or on television, using streaming media technology 
to distribute a single content source to many simultaneous listeners and viewers. 

(j) This section shall become operative January 1, 2024, shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2026, and as 
of that date is repealed. 

SEC. 3. Section 54953 is added to the Government Code, to read: 

54953. (a) All meetings of the legislative body of a local agency shall be open and public, and all persons shall be 
permitted to attend any meeting of the legislative body of a local agency, except as otherwise provided in this 
chapter. 

(b) (1) Notwithstanding  any  other  provision  of law,  the legislative  body  of a  local  agency  may  use 
teleconferencing for the benefit of the public and the legislative body of a local agency in connection with any 
meeting or  proceeding  authorized  by  law.  The teleconferenced meeting  or  proceeding shall  comply  with  all 
requirements of this chapter and all otherwise applicable provisions of law relating to a specific type of meeting or 
proceeding. 

(2)  Teleconferencing,  as  authorized by this  section, may be  used for all  purposes in  connection with any 
meeting within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body. All votes taken during a teleconferenced 
meeting shall be by rollcall. 

(3)  If  the  legislative  body  of  a local agency elects to  use  teleconferencing,  it shall  post  agendas  at  all 
teleconference locations and conduct teleconference meetings in a manner that protects the statutory and 
constitutional rights of the parties or the public appearing before the legislative body of a local agency. Each 
teleconference location shall be identified in the notice and agenda of the meeting or proceeding, and each 



  
    

   
        

 
  

 

  

   
  

      
        

    
  

  
  

  
      

 

  
 

       
  

     
 

      
  

        
 

    
 

 

 

    
   

       
       

 
   

      
    

   
    

   

        

teleconference location shall be accessible to the public. During the teleconference, at least a quorum of the 
members of the legislative body shall participate from locations within the boundaries of the territory over 
which the local agency exercises jurisdiction, except as provided in subdivision (d). The agenda shall provide an 
opportunity for members of the public to address the legislative body directly pursuant to Section 54954.3 at 
each teleconference location. 

(4) For the purposes of this section, “teleconference” means a meeting of a legislative body, the members of 
which are in different locations, connected by electronic means, through either audio or video, or both. Nothing 
in this section shall prohibit a local agency from providing the public with additional teleconference locations. 

(c) (1) No legislative body shall take action by secret ballot, whether preliminary or final. 

(2) The legislative body of a local agency shall publicly report any action taken and the vote or abstention on 
that action of each member present for the action. 

(3) Prior to taking final action, the legislative body shall orally report a summary of a recommendation for a 
final action on the salaries, salary schedules, or compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits of a local 
agency executive, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 3511.1, during the open meeting in which the final 
action is to be taken. This paragraph shall not affect the public’s right under the California Public Records Act 
(Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 6250) of Division 7 of Title 1) to inspect or copy records created or 
received in the process of developing the recommendation. 

(d) (1)  Notwithstanding the provisions relating to a quorum in paragraph (3) of subdivision (b),  if  a health 
authority conducts a teleconference meeting, members who are outside the jurisdiction of the authority may be 
counted toward the establishment of a quorum when participating in the teleconference if at least 50 percent of 
the number of members that would establish a quorum are present within the boundaries of the territory over 
which  the  authority exercises  jurisdiction,  and  the  health  authority  provides  a  teleconference number,  and 
associated access codes, if any, that allows any person to call in to participate in the meeting and the number and 
access codes are identified in the notice and agenda of the meeting. 

(2) Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed as discouraging health authority members from regularly 
meeting at a common physical site within the jurisdiction of the authority or from using teleconference locations 
within or near the jurisdiction of the authority. A teleconference meeting for which a quorum is established 
pursuant to this subdivision shall be subject to all other requirements of this section. 

(3) For purposes of this subdivision, a health authority means any entity created pursuant to Sections 14018.7, 
14087.31, 14087.35, 14087.36, 14087.38, and 14087.9605 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, any joint 
powers authority created pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 for 
the purpose of contracting pursuant to Section 14087.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, and any advisory 
committee to a county-sponsored health  plan licensed pursuant  to Chapter  2.2 (commencing with Section 
1340) of Division 2 of the Health and Safety Code if the advisory committee has 12 or more members. 

(e) This section shall become operative January 1, 2026. 

SEC. 4. Section 54954.2 of the Government Code is amended to read: 

54954.2.  (a) (1)  At  least  72 hours before a regular meeting,  the legislative body of the local agency, or  its 
designee, shall post an agenda containing a brief general description of each item of business to be transacted or 
discussed at the meeting, including items to be discussed in closed session. A brief general description of an item 
generally need not exceed 20 words. The agenda shall specify the time and location of the regular meeting and 
shall be posted in a location that is freely accessible to members of the public and on the local agency’s Internet 
Web site, if the local agency has one. If requested, the agenda shall be made available in appropriate alternative 
formats to persons with a disability, as required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 
U.S.C. Sec. 12132), and the federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation thereof. The agenda shall 
include  information  regarding  how,  to  whom,  and  when  a  request  for  disability-related  modification  or 
accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, may be made by a person with a disability who requires a 
modification or accommodation in order to participate in the public meeting. 

(2) For a meeting occurring on and after January 1, 2019, of a legislative body of a city, county, city and county, 
special district, school district, or political subdivision established by the state that has an Internet Web site, the 
following provisions shall apply: 

(A) An online posting of an agenda shall be posted on the primary Internet Web site homepage of a city, 

https://14087.38
https://14087.36
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county, city and county, special district, school district, or political subdivision established by the state that is 
accessible through a prominent, direct link to the current agenda. The direct link to the agenda shall not be 
in a contextual menu; however, a link in addition to the direct link to the agenda may be accessible through 
a contextual menu. 

(B) An online posting of an agenda including, but not limited to, an agenda posted in an integrated agenda 
management platform, shall be posted in an open format that meets all of the following requirements: 

(i) Retrievable, downloadable, indexable, and electronically searchable by commonly used Internet search 
applications. 

(ii) Platform independent and machine readable. 

(iii) Available to the public free of charge and without any restriction that would impede the reuse or 
redistribution of the agenda. 

(C) A legislative body of a city, county, city and county, special district, school district, or political subdivision 
established by the state that has an Internet Web site and an integrated agenda management platform shall 
not be required to comply with subparagraph (A) if all of the following are met: 

(i) A direct link to the integrated agenda management platform shall be posted on the primary Internet 
Web  site homepage of a  city,  county,  city  and  county, special  district,  school  district,  or  political 
subdivision established by the state. The direct link to the integrated agenda management platform shall 
not  be in  a  contextual  menu.  When  a  person  clicks  on  the  direct  link  to  the  integrated  agenda 
management platform, the direct link shall  take the person directly to an Internet Web site with the 
agendas of the legislative body of a city, county, city and county, special district, school district, or political 
subdivision established by the state. 

(ii) The integrated agenda management platform may contain the prior agendas of a legislative body of a 
city, county, city and county, special district, school district, or political subdivision established by the 
state for all meetings occurring on or after January 1, 2019. 

(iii) The current agenda of the legislative body of a city, county, city and county, special district, school 
district, or political subdivision established by the state shall be the first agenda available at the top of the 
integrated agenda management platform. 

(iv)  All  agendas  posted  in  the  integrated  agenda  management platform  shall  comply  with the 
requirements in clauses (i), (ii), and (iii) of subparagraph (B). 

(D) For the purposes of this paragraph, both of the following definitions shall apply: 

(i) “Integrated agenda management platform” means an Internet Web site of a city, county, city and 
county,  special  district,  school  district,  or  political  subdivision  established  by the state dedicated  to 
providing the entirety of the agenda information for the legislative body of the city, county, city and 
county, special district, school district, or political subdivision established by the state to the public. 

(ii) “Legislative body” has the same meaning as that term is used in subdivision (a) of Section 54952. 

(E) The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to a political subdivision of a local agency that was 
established by the legislative body of the city, county, city and county, special district, school district, or 
political subdivision established by the state. 

(3) No action or discussion shall be undertaken on any item not appearing on the posted agenda, except that 
members of a legislative body or its staff may briefly respond to statements made or questions posed by 
persons exercising their public testimony rights under Section 54954.3. In addition, on their own initiative or in 
response to questions posed by the public, a member of a legislative body or its staff may ask a question for 
clarification, make a brief announcement, or make a brief report on his or her own activities. Furthermore, a 
member of a legislative body, or the body itself, subject to rules or procedures of the legislative body, may 
provide a reference to staff or other resources for factual information, request staff to report back to the body 
at a subsequent meeting concerning any matter, or take action to direct staff to place a matter of business on a 
future agenda. 

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), the legislative body may take action on items of business not appearing on 
the posted agenda under  any of the  conditions stated below.  Prior  to  discussing any item pursuant  to  this 
subdivision, the legislative body shall publicly identify the item. 



       

      
   

 
   

  
  

        
     

    
 

    
  

   
  

 

        
       

  

 

 

    
   

       
       

 
   

      
    

   
    

   

        
  

      
       

         
 

   

        

(1) Upon a determination by a majority vote of the legislative body that an emergency situation exists, as 
defined in Section 54956.5. 

(2) Upon a determination by a two-thirds vote of the members of the legislative body present at the meeting, 
or, if less than two-thirds of the members are present, a unanimous vote of those members present, that there 
is a need to take immediate action and that the need for action came to the attention of the local agency 
subsequent to the agenda being posted as specified in subdivision (a). 

(3) The item was posted pursuant to subdivision (a) for a prior meeting of the legislative body occurring not 
more than five calendar days prior to the date action is taken on the item, and at the prior meeting the item 
was continued to the meeting at which action is being taken. 

(4) To consider action on a request from a member to participate in a meeting remotely due to emergency 
circumstances, pursuant to Section 54953, if the request does not allow sufficient time to place the proposed 
action on the posted agenda for the meeting for which the request is made. The legislative body may approve 
such a request by a majority vote of the legislative body. 

(c) This section is necessary to implement and reasonably within the scope of paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of 
Section 3 of Article I of the California Constitution. 

(d) For purposes of subdivision (a), the requirement that the agenda be posted on the local agency’s Internet 
Web site, if the local agency has one, shall only apply to a legislative body that meets either of the following 
standards: 

(1) A legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision (a) of Section 54952. 

(2) A legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision (b) of  Section 54952, if  the members of the 
legislative body are compensated for their appearance, and if one or more of the members of the legislative 
body are also members of a legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision (a) of Section 54952. 

(e) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2026, and as of that date is repealed. 

SEC. 5. Section 54954.2 is added to the Government Code, to read: 

54954.2.  (a) (1)  At  least  72 hours before a regular meeting,  the legislative body of the local agency, or  its 
designee, shall post an agenda containing a brief general description of each item of business to be transacted or 
discussed at the meeting, including items to be discussed in closed session. A brief general description of an item 
generally need not exceed 20 words. The agenda shall specify the time and location of the regular meeting and 
shall be posted in a location that is freely accessible to members of the public and on the local agency’s Internet 
Web site, if the local agency has one. If requested, the agenda shall be made available in appropriate alternative 
formats to persons with a disability, as required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 
U.S.C. Sec. 12132), and the federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation thereof. The agenda shall 
include  information  regarding  how,  to  whom,  and  when  a  request  for  disability-related  modification  or 
accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, may be made by a person with a disability who requires a 
modification or accommodation in order to participate in the public meeting. 

(2) For a meeting occurring on and after January 1, 2019, of a legislative body of a city, county, city and county, 
special district, school district, or political subdivision established by the state that has an Internet Web site, the 
following provisions shall apply: 

(A) An online posting of an agenda shall be posted on the primary Internet Web site homepage of a city, 
county, city and county, special district, school district, or political subdivision established by the state that is 
accessible through a prominent, direct link to the current agenda. The direct link to the agenda shall not be 
in a contextual menu; however, a link in addition to the direct link to the agenda may be accessible through 
a contextual menu. 

(B) An online posting of an agenda including, but not limited to, an agenda posted in an integrated agenda 
management platform, shall be posted in an open format that meets all of the following requirements: 

(i) Retrievable, downloadable, indexable, and electronically searchable by commonly used Internet search 
applications. 

(ii) Platform independent and machine readable. 

(iii) Available to the public free of charge and without any restriction that would impede the reuse or 



  
        

  

    
    

    
 

  
     

      

  

  

 
   

     

       
   

 

         
   

  
     

       

  

     
   

   

       

      
   

 
   

  
  

    

redistribution of the agenda. 

(C) A legislative body of a city, county, city and county, special district, school district, or political subdivision 
established by the state that has an Internet Web site and an integrated agenda management platform shall 
not be required to comply with subparagraph (A) if all of the following are met: 

(i) A direct link to the integrated agenda management platform shall be posted on the primary Internet 
Web  site homepage of a  city,  county,  city  and  county, special  district,  school  district,  or  political 
subdivision established by the state. The direct link to the integrated agenda management platform shall 
not  be in  a  contextual  menu.  When  a  person  clicks  on  the  direct  link  to  the  integrated  agenda 
management platform, the direct link shall  take the person directly to an Internet Web site with the 
agendas of the legislative body of a city, county, city and county, special district, school district, or political 
subdivision established by the state. 

(ii) The integrated agenda management platform may contain the prior agendas of a legislative body of a 
city, county, city and county, special district, school district, or political subdivision established by the 
state for all meetings occurring on or after January 1, 2019. 

(iii) The current agenda of the legislative body of a city, county, city and county, special district, school 
district, or political subdivision established by the state shall be the first agenda available at the top of the 
integrated agenda management platform. 

(iv)  All  agendas  posted  in  the  integrated  agenda  management platform  shall  comply  with the 
requirements in clauses (i), (ii), and (iii) of subparagraph (B). 

(D) For the purposes of this paragraph, both of the following definitions shall apply: 

(i) “Integrated agenda management platform” means an Internet Web site of a city, county, city and 
county,  special  district,  school  district,  or  political  subdivision  established  by the state dedicated  to 
providing the entirety of the agenda information for the legislative body of the city, county, city and 
county, special district, school district, or political subdivision established by the state to the public. 

(ii) “Legislative body” has the same meaning as that term is used in subdivision (a) of Section 54952. 

(E) The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to a political subdivision of a local agency that was 
established by the legislative body of the city, county, city and county, special district, school district, or 
political subdivision established by the state. 

(3) No action or discussion shall be undertaken on any item not appearing on the posted agenda, except that 
members of a legislative body or its staff may briefly respond to statements made or questions posed by 
persons exercising their public testimony rights under Section 54954.3. In addition, on their own initiative or in 
response to questions posed by the public, a member of a legislative body or its staff may ask a question for 
clarification, make a brief announcement, or make a brief report on his or her own activities. Furthermore, a 
member of a legislative body, or the body itself, subject to rules or procedures of the legislative body, may 
provide a reference to staff or other resources for factual information, request staff to report back to the body 
at a subsequent meeting concerning any matter, or take action to direct staff to place a matter of business on a 
future agenda. 

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), the legislative body may take action on items of business not appearing on 
the posted agenda under  any of the  conditions stated below.  Prior  to  discussing any item pursuant  to  this 
subdivision, the legislative body shall publicly identify the item. 

(1) Upon a determination by a majority vote of the legislative body that an emergency situation exists, as 
defined in Section 54956.5. 

(2) Upon a determination by a two-thirds vote of the members of the legislative body present at the meeting, 
or, if less than two-thirds of the members are present, a unanimous vote of those members present, that there 
is a need to take immediate action and that the need for action came to the attention of the local agency 
subsequent to the agenda being posted as specified in subdivision (a). 

(3) The item was posted pursuant to subdivision (a) for a prior meeting of the legislative body occurring not 
more than five calendar days prior to the date action is taken on the item, and at the prior meeting the item 
was continued to the meeting at which action is being taken. 

(c) This section is necessary to implement and reasonably within the scope of paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of 



  

   
  

 

        
       

  

 

     
        

   
 

   
       

     

     
      

       
  

  

    
 

Section 3 of Article I of the California Constitution. 

(d) For purposes of subdivision (a), the requirement that the agenda be posted on the local agency’s Internet 
Web site, if the local agency has one, shall only apply to a legislative body that meets either of the following 
standards: 

(1) A legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision (a) of Section 54952. 

(2) A legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision (b) of  Section 54952, if  the members of the 
legislative body are compensated for their appearance, and if one or more of the members of the legislative 
body are also members of a legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision (a) of Section 54952. 

(e) This section shall become operative January 1, 2026. 

SEC. 6. The Legislature finds and declares that Sections 1 and 2 of this act, which amend Section 54953 of the 
Government Code, impose a limitation on the public’s right of access to the meetings of public bodies or the 
writings of public officials and agencies within the meaning of Section 3 of Article I of the California Constitution. 
Pursuant to that constitutional provision, the Legislature makes the following findings to demonstrate the interest 
protected by this limitation and the need for protecting that interest: 

By removing the requirement for agendas to be placed at the location of each public official participating in a 
public  meeting remotely, including from the member’s private home or hospital  room, this  act  protects the 
personal, private information of public officials and their families while preserving the public’s right to access 
information concerning the conduct of the people’s business. 

SEC. 7. The Legislature finds and declares that Sections 1 and 2 of this act, which amend Section 54953 of the 
Government Code, further, within the meaning of paragraph (7) of subdivision (b) of Section 3 of Article I of the 
California Constitution, the purposes of that constitutional section as it relates to the right of public access to the 
meetings of local public bodies or the writings of local public officials and local agencies. Pursuant to paragraph 
(7) of subdivision (b) of Section 3 of Article I of the California Constitution, the Legislature makes the following 
findings: 

This act is necessary to ensure minimum standards for public participation and notice requirements allowing for 
greater public participation in teleconference meetings. 



     

        

     

                                                         

                                                     

                                                     

                                                            

                                                     

                                                         

                                                         

                                                                  

                                                         

                                                         

                                 

                                                         

                                                         

                                                            

                                                         

                                                         

                       

                                                            

                                                     

                                                     

                  

Desert/Mountain SELPA 
Dispute Prevention Dispute Resolution (Resource 6536) Claim Summary 

September 6, 2022 

Total Apportionment 1,816,998 

Desert/Mountain SELPA Allocation (20% 363,400 

LEA Allocation 1,453,598 

Funds must be encumbered no later than June 30, 2023 and expended by September 30, 2023. 

A B C D E F 

LEA  Allocation 
Amount 
Claimed Balance 

FAR 
Actuals as of 

9/6/22 
Actuals 

Unclaimed 

Academy for Academic Excellence 14,026 - 14,026.00 - -

Adelanto Elementary 133,034 - 133,034.00 - -

Apple Valley Unified 180,106 - 180,106.00 - -

Baker Valley Unified 1,700 - 1,700.00 - -

Barstow Unified 108,489 - 108,489.00 - -

Bear Valley Unified 34,746 - 34,746.00 - -

Excelsior Charter 25,077 - 25,077.00 - -

Excelsior Charter School Corona-Norco 638 - 638.00 - -

Health Sciences High and Middle Colleg 10,413 - 10,413.00 - -

Helendale Elementary 17,214 - 17,214.00 - -

Hesperia Unified 320,364 - 320,364.00 25,920.00 25,920.00 

Lucerne Valley Unified 16,470 - 16,470.00 - -

Needles Unified 21,570 - 21,570.00 - -

Norton Science and Language Academy 9,988 - 9,988.00 - -

Oro Grande 37,296 - 37,296.00 - -

Silver Valley Unified 41,547 - 41,547.00 - -

Snowline Joint Unified 122,621 13,729.75 108,891.25 48,950.85 35,221.10 

Trona Joint Unified 7,544 - 7,544.00 - -

Victor Elementary 188,819 - 188,819.00 - -

Victor Valley Union High 161,936 - 161,936.00 - -

Total 1,453,598 13,729.75 1,439,868.25 74,870.85 61,141.10 



     

     

     

                                                      

                         

                                                  

                                                

                                                  

                                                  

                                                  

                                                          

                                                      

                                                      

                        

                                                      

                                                      

                                                      

                                                  

                         

                         

                                            

                                                  

                                                  

                   

Desert/Mountain SELPA 
Learning Recovery Support (Resource 6537) Claim Summary 

September 6, 2022 

Total Apportionment 8,176,491 

Desert/Mountain SELPA Allocation (20%) 1,635,298 

LEA Allocation 6,541,193 

Funds must be encumbered no later than June 30, 2023 and expended by September 30, 2023. 

A B C D E F 

LEA Allocation 
Actuals 
Claimed Balance 

FAR 
Actuals as of 

9/6/2022 
Actuals 

Unclaimed 

Academy for Academic Excellence 63,117 - 63,117.00 - -

Adelanto Elementary 598,653 - 598,653.00 240,908.73 240,908.73 

Apple Valley Unified 810,477 - 810,477.00 - -

Baker Valley Unified 7,651 - 7,651.00 109.99 109.99 

Barstow Unified 488,199 - 488,199.00 - -

Bear Valley Unified 156,357 - 156,357.00 - -

Excelsior Charter 112,845 - 112,845.00 - -

Excelsior Charter School Corona-Norco 2,869 - 2,869.00 - -

Health Sciences High and Middle College 46,859 - 46,859.00 - -

Helendale Elementary 77,461 - 77,461.00 - -

Hesperia Unified 1,441,644 - 1,441,644.00 74,226.54 74,226.54 

Lucerne Valley Unified 74,114 - 74,114.00 - -

Needles Unified 97,066 - 97,066.00 - -

Norton Science and Language Academy 44,947 - 44,947.00 - -

Oro Grande 167,833 - 167,833.00 - -

Silver Valley Unified 186,960 - 186,960.00 186,960.00 186,960.00 

Snowline Joint Unified 551,794 - 551,794.00 140,189.33 140,189.33 

Trona Joint Unified 33,949 - 33,949.00 985.50 985.50 

Victor Elementary 849,686 - 849,686.00 - -

Victor Valley Union High 728,712 - 728,712.00 - -

Total 6,541,193 - 6,541,193.00 643,380.09 643,380.09 



  
              

  
 

   
  

 
   
 

   
  

     
 
   

   
  

     
         

     
 

 
  

     

   
   

  
  

     
  

    
   
 

  

   

  

Dispute Prevention and Resolution Funds and Learning Recovery Funds 
Internal strategy that SELPAs can share with their LEAs. 

LEAs will need to strategize in which year they will expend these funds – if they wait until the final year, it 
could have a substantial single year MOE (Maintenance of Effort) impact. LEAs should spread expenditures 
over the timeline of allowable use. There are a lot of LEAs struggling to spend these funds – staff are hard 
to find, extra activities are hard to fund, and it is combined with other funds sources. Thankfully, the wave 
of litigation has not been as substantial as feared, and settlement agreements have not been massively 
impactful. SELPAs are sharing two potential pathways for accounting for one–time revenue – and 
suggestions to manage these and other special education expenditures this year to meet MOE. 

MOE tracks expenditures using GOAL codes. MOE does not track the revenue source of special education 
funds. For example, a revenue of $100,000, and an expenditure of $75,000, in a State Special Education 
fund creates an MOE of $75,000. If the expenditures were $0, the MOE would be $0. For one‐time DPR 
and LRS Funds –the only way expenditures will not impact MOE is to code in Object codes excluded from 
MOE such as 7140, 7141, 7142, 7143, which may not be feasible nor aligned with submitted plans. 

MOE does, however, identify any revenue contribution amounts, and it reassigns them to the MOE Local 
Actual Expenditure area. For example, that same revenue of $100,000, but an expenditure of $125,000, 
may cause a local contribution of $25,000. This $25,000 would be assigned to the MOE Local Actual 
Expenditures area. 

Any activity that has a Goal Code of 5xxx will be pulled into MOE calculations. With the influx of one‐time 
funds, additional management of the MOE impact is wise. Good planning can help an LEA expend these 
one‐time funds – in alignment with the purpose of the grant – and continue to meet its MOE 
requirement, while monitoring long‐term impact on the MOE obligation. This is key for the DPR and LRS 
funds, as these one‐time funds may be expended for activities completed in the 2021‐22, 2022‐23, and 
2023‐24 fiscal years. 

These funds are to be used to support LEAs with learning recovery and dispute resolution/prevention 
activities as a result from school disruptions stemming from the COVID‐19 public health emergency 
during the period of March 13, 2020, to September 1, 2021, inclusive. It is recognized that some of these 
activities occurred during the 2020‐21 fiscal year. 

Prior Year 
There are two proposed methods to utilize funds (assigned to SACS {Standardized Account Code 
Structure} Resource codes 6536 and 6537) for qualifying prior year (2020‐21) activities:  

Method 1 
1. Identify, document, and total qualifying prior year activities. 
2. Post a contribution up to the amount identified (using SACS Object 8990) from Resource 6536 
and/or 6537, as appropriate, to Resource 0000 (or an unrestricted equivalent) and/or Resource 6500. 
Also, use the appropriate Goal 5xxx code.   

a. A contribution to Resource 6500 may be the most appropriate, depending on the activity. 
This contribution may create an equivalent reduction to the LEA’s overall general fund 
contribution to 6500. 



    

  
 

  
 
   

    
 

       

       

 

  
       

 
   

  
      

    

      
     

    
     

   
 

     
  

       
 

          
   

     
       

     
  

   
         

  
 

b. Example: 
i.XYZ LEA had an initial contribution of $50,000 to Resource 6500.  
ii.XYZ identified $20,000 in qualifying costs to Resource 6537 from the prior year. 
iii.XYZ posts a contribution of $20,000 from Resource 6537 to 6500.    
iv.XYZ’s total revenue increases by $20,000.  
v.XYZ’s initial contribution decreases from $50,000 to $30,000. 
vi.XYZ’s State & Local total for MOE remains the same. However, XYZ’s Local Only 
total decreases by $20,000 

Method 2 
1. If the LEA has documentation of qualifying costs that were used for actual goods and/or services 
from one department to another department within the organization, the LEA may consider a direct 
cost transfer. If no goods and/or services were received a direct cost transfer may not be permitted. If 
there are qualifying costs, then the LEA would complete a direct cost transfer (Object 5710) between 
6500 and 6536/6537. All the costs in 6536 and 6537 will have a Goal 5xxx, so you cannot do this 
between 0000 and 6536/6537 unless the expenses coming out of 0000 also had Goal 5xxx.   

Upon applying either of these two proposed methods, the funds would now reside in either Resource 
0000 or Resource 6500 and no longer would be restricted under Resource 6536/6537, as their qualifying 
use was completed in the prior year of 2020‐21. 

Advice/Notes: 
 Using one‐time funds only as a replacement for the general fund contribution may not meet the 
purposes of the AB 130 grants.   
 Do not wait until June 29, 2023, to encumber all the funds – this strategy could either inflate 
MOE or cause an LEA to lose access to the funds   

o Remember that funds cannot be encumbered for employee‐staff salaries and costs into 
another fiscal year. This means am LEA cannot pay salaries of employees with these funds in 
Summer of 2023.  
o An LEA may be able to use to pay for costs associated with Contracted staff or services, 
materials or supplies for which a purchase order was received prior to June 30, 2022. Please 
refer to Procedure 675 in the SACS Guidelines. 

 AU (Administrative Unit) only uses Fund 10. AU sends funds to LEAs, typically as Fund 01. Fund 01 
is included in MOE. 
 Contribution of funds from 6536/37 into another resource (6500, 0000) has no impact on the 
MOE for the State and Local tests, but it may have an impact on the Local Only tests if the 
contribution is from a State Resource to a Local Resource.  

Q: What happens if an LEA used previous one‐time funds to supplant or backfill existing obligations? 
If an LEA made this choice, we encourage the SELPA and LEA to arrange for a verbal consultation with a 
finance committee member – if they used an ESSER (Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief) 
code or other federal funds to prevent a contribution into RES 6500 from general funds it could be 
challenging. They could consider 8990 to direct contribution from 3213 and 3214, but this would not be 
standardized practice nor very defensible. 

Current Year 
In addition to prior year uses, these funds should be used through the current year, and expended no 
later than September 30, 2023. The following method can assist SELPA AUs and member LEAs account for 
these expenditures: 

1. Pass through the funds in either RES 6536 or 6537   



   
   

 
      
  
  

  
     

 
 

   
 

     
         

 
  
  
  
  
 

2. LEA expends funds using RES 6536 or 6537, as appropriate and in accordance with their plan 
3. Ensure appropriate documentation is retained 

OR 
1. SELPA collects documentation of expenditures in any RES Code with Goal 5xxx  
2. Pass through funds to RES 6536/6537 to LEA  
3. LEA contributes funds from RES 6536/6537 to the RES from which they funded the Goal 5xxx 
activities 

This will impact MOE, but this is the ideal year to do this. The budget proposal for 2022‐2023 includes 
revenue that should be sufficient to offset State and Local MOE and should also largely offset Local Only 
MOE implications. Spreading the expenditures over two years (21‐22 & 22‐23), with reimbursements to 
prior year (20‐21), should be sufficient to demonstrate appropriate use and have negligible negative 
impact for MOE for those concerned about growing MOE obligation, leaving a small window for final 
expenditures to be paid in Summer of 2023. 
For those who are struggling to meet MOE obligation, these funds could be a way to increase their 
expenditure on allowable activities, while having the revenue to cover those increases for 2021‐22 and 
into 2022‐23. 



How to Use the Excel File to Access Learning Recovery Support (Resource 6537) 
and Dispute Prevention/Dispute Resolution (Resource 6536) Funding 

Activities 

Collaborate with LEA fiscal team to make sure expenditures and activities align and confirm that expenditures are
coded to the correct resource 

Select LEA from dropdown menu
Select the service activity that most closely matches the SELPA plan from the dropdown menu (column D) for which
you are seeking reimbursement 

Write a narrative describing the activities to support step 2 - see column headers for required information (column
E) (Example: LEA will fund up to 60 hours each for 20 certificated staff to work before or after contracted work 
hours to assess and write overdue IEPs) 

Provide the number of students, disabilities, and demographics of pupils served with the supplemental funding
Submit Learning Recovery Support Excel file to Heidi Chavez and for review and approval with a copy to Marina
Gallegos 
Submit Dispute Prevention/Dispute Resolution Excel file to Kathleen Peters for review and approval with a copy to 
Marina Gallegos 

Retain fiscal and program records to support activities and claims

InstructionsActivities 



How to Use the Excel File to Access Learning Recovery Support (Resource 6537) 
and Dispute Prevention/Dispute Resolution (Resource 6536) Funding 

Assurances 

 Collaborate with program team to make sure expenditures and activities align 

 Create budgets with CDE-assigned resources and code expenditures accordingly 

 Select LEA from dropdown menu at top of form 

 Review funding parameters and requirements 

 Line 1 Enter amount allocated to LEA 

Line 2 Enter amount claimed on prior reports 
Enter actual expenditures by major object for reporting period - this should 

Lines 3-9 tie to the financial activity report for the same period 

Line 10 This field auto-calculates the total expenditures for the period 

Line 11 This field auto-calculates current and prior expenditures 

Line 12 Enter payments received for prior claims 

Line 13 This field auto-calculates total expenditures less payments 

Line 14 This field auto-calculates available funds 

 Sign, date, and return form to Marina Gallegos 

 Retain fiscal and program documentation to support claim 



            
            
            
                   

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Desert Mountain SELPA Mental Health Funding 
2022-23 Projected AB114 6,457,762 
2021-22 Federal Mental Health ADA 1,180,337 
Total Funding 7,638,099 
Amount Per ADA 85.30 

2021-22 Mental 
P-2 Certified Health 

LEA ADA Funding 
County Operated Programs 67.55 $ 5,762 
Academy for Academic Excellence 1,321.07 $ 112,689 
Norton Science and Language Academy 965.35 $ 82,346 
Adelanto Elementary 6,792.50 $ 579,411 
Apple Valley Unified 11,436.12 $ 975,520 
Baker Valley Unified 122.40 $ 10,441 
Barstow Unified 5,187.07 $ 442,466 
Bear Valley Unified 1,940.66 $ 165,541 
Excelsior Education Center 2,012.49 $ 171,669 
Excelsior Charter School Corona-Norco 115.38 $ 9,842 
Health Sciences High and Middle College 537.91 $ 45,885 
Helendale Elementary 1,083.52 $ 92,426 
Hesperia Unified 19,814.32 $ 1,690,194 
Lucerne Valley Unified 875.48 $ 74,680 
Needles Unified 904.83 $ 77,183 
Oro Grande Elementary 5,121.46 $ 436,869 
Silver Valley Unified 1,781.62 $ 151,975 
Snowline Joint Unified 7,057.81 $ 602,043 
Trona Joint Unified 209.83 $ 17,899 
Victor Elementary 11,229.75 $ 957,916 
Victor Valley Union High 10,965.12 $ 935,343 

89,542.24 $ 7,638,100 

DM_MentalHealth_ForDiscussionPurposes.xlsx 



Desert Mountain Charter SELPA Mental Health Funding
2021-22 AB114 453,505               
2021-22 Federal Mental Health ADA 78,953                 
Total Funding 532,458               
Amount Per ADA 81.67                   

LEA

2021-22
P-2 Certified

ADA

Mental
Health

Funding
Allegiance STEAM Academy 843.61 68,902$               
ASA Charter 188.16 15,368$               
Aveson Global Leadership Academy 233.70 19,087$               
Aveson School of Leaders 339.18 27,702$               
Ballington Academy 182.26 14,886$               
Desert Trails Preparatory Academy 472.10 38,559$               
Elite Academic Academy - Lucerne (0136960) 675.55 55,175$               
Encore - Hesperia 648.17 52,939$               
Julia Lee Performing Arts Academy 334.74 27,340$               
Laverne Elementary Preparatory Academy 471.51 38,511$               
Leonardo da Vinci Health Sciences Charter 219.38 17,918$               
Odyssey Charter School 432.17 35,297$               
Odyssey Charter School South 298.67 24,394$               
Pasadena Rosebud Academy 149.70 12,227$               
Pathways to College 311.36 25,430$               
Taylion High Desert Academy 273.69 22,354$               
Virtual Prep Academy Lucerne - EAA (013810 445.29 36,369$               

6,519.24 532,458$             

DM_MentalHealth_ForDiscussionPurposes.xlsx



8.5 Program Transfer for Bear Valley USD 

No materials, verbal report only 



8.6 Small LEAs and Special Education Monitoring 

No materials, verbal report only 



 

 

 
     

 
     

     

 Governance Council Member Data Collection 

District Name: 

Superintendent: 

Title: 

The CAHELP JPA contracts with the Department of Behavioral Health to provide behavioral health services 
to eligible children and youth. A requirement of this contract is to conduct sanction screenings on all 
employees, contractors, and governance council members. In order to conduct these screenings the 
following information is required. Please complete this information in full and return to the CAHELP JPA, 
Attention: Administrative Services Assistant. 

Full Legal Name: 
First Middle Last 

Birthdate: 

Social Security Number: 

This data will be stored in a confidential records retention database. 



8.8 Prevention and Intervention Update 

No materials, verbal report only 



8.9 Compliance Update 

No materials, verbal report only 



8.10 Bridge to Added Authorizations 

No materials, verbal report only 



8.11 Alternative Diploma 

No materials, verbal report only 



8.12 CARE Center Location 

No materials, verbal report only 



 



 



Desert/Mountain SELPA

Due Process Summary

July 1, 2022- September 30, 2022

DISTRICT CASE ACTIVITY FOR CURRENT YEAR

17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 22/23 Total D/W Hearing
Filed on 

Parent

Adelanto SD 3 3.5 3 3.5 4 1 18 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

Apple Valley USD 0 3.5 10 5 5 2 25.5 0 0 0 1 0 0 1

Baker USD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Barstow USD 0 2 0 1 1 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bear Valley USD 2 0 0 1 1 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Helendale SD 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Hesperia USD 6 7 17.5 7 12 1 50.5 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

Lucerne Valley USD 0 1.5 0 0 0 0 1.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Needles USD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Oro Grande SD 0 0 2 0 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Silver Valley USD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Snowline USD 2 8.5 7 2 3 0 22.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Trona USD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Victor Elementary SD 6.5 0 7 1 6 2 22.5 0 1 0 1 0 0 1

Victor Valley Union High SD 4 8.5 6.5 10 6 0 35 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 

Academy for Academic Excellence 2 1 1 1 0 1 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

CA Charter Academy 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Desert/Mountain OPS 1.5 3 2 1 0 0 7.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Excelsior Education  Center 0 0.5 2 0 1 0 3.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Health Sciences HS & MS 0 0 1 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

SELPA-WIDE TOTALS 28 39 59 33.5 40 7 206.50 0 1 0 4 0 0 3

Resolution         

Active      Settled

Mediation         

Active      Settled

Districts showing a value of .50 above indicates that the district is a co-respondent with another district.

*Number accounts for High Tech High but has exited from CAHELP. Actual count for 2019-20 is 67.

  



Desert/Mountain SELPA
Due Process Activity Summary

July 1, 2022–September 30, 2022

Case Number Filed Scheduled Scheduled Hearing

1.
Adelanto Elementary 

SD
Case No

2022070569

Denial of FAPE
1. Placement
2. ERICS/ERMHS
3. Parent Participation

7/19/2022 8/1/2022
8/9/2022
8/23/2022

9/13/2022 9/7-8/2022
10/24/2022

8/23/22 - Student not in school; parent 
wants virtual; mental, physical health 
concerns.
9/22/22 - Case settled
CLOSED

2.
Apple Valley USD

Case No
2022070781

Denial of FAPE
1. Deficient psycho ed
assessment.
2. Deficient functional
communication assessment
3. Deficient OT assessment
4. Deficient PT assessment
5. Inadequate placement
6. Inadequate SPL services
7. Inadequate OT services
8. Inadequate PT services
9. Inadequate communication
program

7/25/2022 8/5/2022 10/3/2022 9/20-22/2022 8/5/22 - Parent seeking NPS. Not 
available in our region. 
Demanding private placement; moving 
to mediation.
Consolidated with case #  
2022080051.

3.
Apple Valley USD

Case No
2022080051

Filing on parent 

District filed to defend 
assessments

8/1/2022 N/A 10/3/2022 11/1-3/2022 *OAH Consolidated
Case # 22022070781
with  Case # 2022080051
Moving to mediation.
10/03/22 - Mediation held and 
unsuccessful. Parent seeks private 
home placement with 1:1 behavioral 
aide 6 hours at home and District 
seeks to return student to in-school 
program 

LEA Issue(s) Date Resolution Mediation Due Process Status IEE Comp Ed



Desert/Mountain SELPA
Due Process Activity Summary

July 1, 2022–September 30, 2022

LEA
Case Number

Issue(s) Date 
Filed

Resolution 
Scheduled

Mediation 
Scheduled

Due Process 
Hearing

Status IEE Comp Ed

4.
HUSD

Case no.
2022080186

Denial of FAPE
1. Failure to assess
2. Inadequate assessment
Failure to provide emergency 
interventions.

8/5/2022 8/17/2022 10/31/2022 9/20-22/2022 8/17/22 - Student not in school; 
seeking 1:1 for "global supervision; 
district provided NPS; student no 
show.
8/29/22 - Interim settlement for 
placement during assessments.
10/28/22 - Addendum scheduled to 
review the results of FBA 
IEEs will be completed first week of 
Nov. but mediation scheduled Oct. 31, 

5.
VESD

Case no. 
2022080379

Denial of FAPE
1. Failure to provide 1:1
2. SPL
3. OT
4. AAC

8/12/2022 8/24/2022
8/29/2022

10/6/2022 9/27-29/2022 8/29/22 - No agreement on 1:1; 
analyzing records to determine next 
steps.
10/05/22 - Negotiations for 
settlement (provide 1:1 support for 
portion of the day rather than full day, 
add OT, AAC training and AAC 
device)

6. 
VESD

Case no.
2022080518

Filing on parent

Permission to implement IEP; 
placement

8/17/2022 N/A 9/26/2022 - 
cancelled by 
parent

9/13-15/2022
11/01-03/2022

Student not in school. Parent seeking 
alternate placement.

7. 
AAE

Case no.
2022090499

Filing on parent

District filed for appropriate 
placement

Proposed 
10/26/2022

10/18-20/2022
New date 
proposed 11/08-
09/2022

Prehearing conference postponed and 
extended. Parent not in agreement 
with a district placement in school of 
residence and parent wants to remain 
on independent study via AAE and to 
earn a diploma 



Desert /Mountain SELPA

Legal Expense Summary
As Reported at Steering October 21, 2022

2000-2001

2001-2002

2002-2003

2003-2004

2004-2005

2005-2006

2006-2007

2007-2008

2008-2009

2009-2010

2010-2011

2011-2012

2012-2013

2013-2014

2014-2015

2015-2016

2016-2017

2017-2018

2018-2019

2019-2020

2020-2021

2021-2022

$39,301.51

$97,094.90

$37,695.13

$100,013.02

$136,514.09

$191,605.08

$140,793.00

$171,614.04

$263,390.71

$114,076.96

$293,578.50

$567,958.10

$321,646.04

$250,372.65

$297,277.76

$204,756.26

$233,130.03

$247,459.52

$314,479.71

$475,930.79

$354,582.16

2022-2023
$401,072.52 
$$62,637.97



Desert/Mountain Charter SELPA

Due Process Summary

July 1, 2022 - September 30, 2022

DISTRICT CASE ACTIVITY FOR CURRENT YEAR

17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 22/23 Total D/W Hearing
Filed on 

Parent

Allegiance STEAM Acad - Thrive N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Aveson Global Leadership Acad 5 1.5 0 0 2 0 8.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Aveson School of Leaders 1 1.5 0 0 4 1 7.5 2 0 0 1 0 0 0

Ballington Acad for Arts & Sci 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Desert Trails Prep Academy 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Elite Academic Acad - Lucerne N/A 0 0 4 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Encore Junior/Senior High School 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Julia Lee Performing Arts Acad N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

LaVerne Elem Preparatory 0 0.5 0 0 0 0 0.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Leonardo da Vinci Health Sci 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Odyssey Charter School (Altadena) 0 0 0 0 2 1 3 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

Odyssey Charter School -South (PasadenaN/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Pasadena Rosebud Academy N/A 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Pathways to College 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Taylion High Desert Academy 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Virtual Prep Academy at Lucerne N/A N/A N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

SELPA-WIDE TOTALS 6 6.5 0 4 8 2 26.5 0 0 0 1 1 0 0

Resolution    

Active   Settled

Mediation      

Active   Settled

)



Desert/Mountain Charter SELPA
Due Process Activity Summary

July 1, 2022–September 30, 2022

LEA Issue(s) Date 
Filed

Resolution 
Scheduled

Mediation 
Scheduled

Due Process 
Hearing

Status IEE Comp Ed

1.
Aveson School of 

Leaders
Case no. 

2022070523

Denial of FAPE
1. Comprehensive assessment
2. Failure to 
develop/implement IEP
3. Parent participation

7/19/2022 7/27/2022 9/1/2022 9/7-8/2022 Unexpectedly, parent demanded 
NPS. Moving to mediation.
Case withdrawn
CLOSED

2.
Odyssey
Altadena
Case no. 

2022070179

Child Find
1. Failure to assess prior to 
May 26, 2022
2. Failure to assess upon parent 
request
3. Failure to find an IEE in a 
timely manner

7/7/2022 8/15/2022
9/19/2022

8/23-25-2022
11/8-10/2022

Resolution waived due to timeline 
violation. 
9/23/22 Case settled
CLOSED

3.
Aveson    
Case no. 
2022080

Filing on parent

Denial of an IEE
Filed to defend assessment

8/24/2022 N/A Case withdrawn
CLOSED



Desert /Mountain Charter SELPA 
Legal Expense Summary 

As Reported at Steering October 20, 2022

2000-2001 0.00
2001-2002 0.00
2002-2003 0.00
2003-2004 0.00
2004-2005 0.00
2005-2006 0.00
2006-2007 0.00
2007-2008 0.00
2008-2009 0.00
2009-2010 0.00
2010-2011 0.00
2011-2012 0.00
2012-2013 0.00
2013-2014 0.00
2014-2015 0.00
2015-2016 $7,378.00
2016-2017 $33,886.61
2017-2018 $70,994.67
2018-2019 $113,834.81
2019-2020 $58,033.90
2020-2021 $43,640.20
2021-2022 $174,116.17
2022-2023 $8,559.60
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